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STEWARDS 

 

Amanda Branson, Executive Director, 
Naromi Land Trust 
 
Richard Heys, President,  
Litchfield Land Trust 
 
Paul Elconin, Director of Land 
Conservation,  
Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust 



VOLUNTEER 
STEWARDSHIP  

MAN UAL  

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ !ƎŜƴŘŀ 

I. Introductions 
II. Weantinoge Volunteer Monitor 

Training 
III. Naromi Land Trust Volunteer 

Monitor Program 
IV. Litchfield Land Trust Volunteer 

Monitor Program 
V. Questions, stories, etc. 
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Å52nd Anniversary 

ÅAccredited in 2015 

ÅLargest land trust in Connecticut 

Å18th largest in USA 

Å9923 acres conserved 

Å17 Towns 

Å178 easements 

Å188 preserves 

Å5 full time staff (Hiring!) 

ÅPartnerships 



²ŜŀƴǘƛƴƻƎŜΩǎ Volunteer Training Agenda 
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What is stewardship 

Why do we do stewardship 

When do we do stewardship 

Who does stewardship 

How do we do stewardship 
 

 

 

 

Litchfield  

Land  Trust  

Since 1968  



Stewardship 
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What? 
ÅwƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜŘΧforever 
ÅIncludes 

o Maintaining land records 
o Tracking changes in land ownership 
o Monitoring properties  
o Photo documentation  
o Answering landowner questions 
o Approving permitted activities 
o Documenting and resolving violations 
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Stewardship 
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Why? 
ÅTake care of land trust and landowner investments 

ÅEnsure compliance with easement terms 

ÅBest practices/LTA and IRS requirement 

ÅMaintain/enhance public benefits, public trust 

ÅHave nice places for people to enjoy, learn about 
nature, bring the next generation of conservationists 
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Stewardship 
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When? 
ÅImmediately after acquisition  

(posting boundaries, clean up) 

ÅEvery calendar year 

ÅMore frequently for concerns and follow up 

Åά!ǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘτpreserve management 
(storm reconnaissance, reports of dumping, etc.) 
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Stewardship 
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Who? You! 
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Stewardship 
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How? 
 

ÅYearly inspections of each fee land and conservation 
easement 
 
 

Take out the manual! 
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Baselines 
 ÅRequired by the IRS for tax-deductible donations of 

CEs 
ÅThe report documents  
ïConservation values 
ïCurrent conditions   

ÅBaseline Document Report 
ïDocuments the condition of the property at the time of 

acquisition 

ÅCurrent Conditions Report  
ïDocuments the condition of an existing property  

ÅBaseline for Monitoring 
ïIncludes a map and photos of an existing property  

 

 
 

10  

Litchfield  

Land  Trust  

Since 1968  



Conservation Easement Document  

ÅRecitals or Preliminary Statement 
ïConservation values: soils, wetlands, rare and endangered species  

ÅPurpose 
ïForever wild, agricultural, scenic  

ÅProhibited Uses 

ÅGrantors Reserved Rights 

ÅDiscretionary Consent Clause 
ïLanguage that permits a land trust to consider new uses or 

activities and grant approval  

ÅAmendments 

ÅSchedule A 
ïBoundaries 
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In the field 
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GPS and Technologies 

ÅHandheld GPS 
ïTracks 
ïWaypoints 

ÅSmart Phone Applications 
ïTrack Kit  
ïMotion X-GPS 

ÅMapping 
ïBy hand 
ïGoogle Earth 
ïArcGIS 
ïTopoFusion 
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Open Field 

Stonewall 

Watercourse 

Structures/Buildings 
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Open Field 

Stonewall 

Watercourse 

Structures/Buildings 
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Caption caption caption caption caption  
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άOnly put off until tomorrow what you 
ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƭŜŦǘ ǳƴŘƻƴŜΦέ  

- Pablo Picasso 
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Attach a map 
if possible 


