
Wesleyan University 
Frank Center for Public Affairs 

238 Church Street 
Middletown, CT 06459

Important Announcement: 
New Building Location

We are excited to move the registration hub  
to the Frank Center for Public Affairs building.

•	Interactive Campus Map and Accessibility:  
Access a printable campus map and detailed accessibility 
info at https://www.wesleyan.edu/about/directions/index.html

•	Directions: Please reference the Wesleyan map in the  
link above.

•	Attendee Parking: Lot D is within walking distance of 
the registration hub at the Frank Center for Public Affairs 
building. 

	 Shuttle service will be available from Lots A, E, V, R, and 
Q for your convenience. Follow event signage posted 
throughout the area for parking locations. Shuttle service 
will be available from 7:45-10am. Return service will be 
available at the end of the day.

•	If you need special parking accommodations, 
please contact Cristina Hayden at  
chayden@ctconservation.org

MAJOR SPONSORS
at time of printing

The mission of the Connecticut Land Conservation Council 
(CLCC) is to elevate and strengthen land conservation in  
Connecticut. CLCC's vision is a future where every Connecticut 
community is supported and sustained by a diverse mix of  
conserved land, and land conservation is embraced as an  
essential community value.

CLCC is the only statewide service provider and voice for all 
Connecticut land trusts. CLCC is a leader in advocacy and policy, 
education and training, and technical and financial assistance  
to empower Connecticut’s ~117 land trusts and ensure the  
long-term viability of land conservation efforts in the state.

PLATINUM

As America’s demographics evolve,  
so does the face of conservation and 
outdoor recreation. In this thought- 
provoking keynote address, acclaimed 
author, photographer, and advocate 
Dudley Edmondson explores the  
intersection of race, representation,  
and environmental stewardship. 

Drawing from his compelling book, 
People the Planet Needs Now, Dudley 

shares powerful stories from 25 Black and Brown scientists 
and activists whose lived experiences and groundbreaking 
work offer new perspectives on addressing the world’s most 
pressing environmental and social challenges.

Through vivid storytelling and full-color photography, Dudley 
will illustrate how these diverse voices are leading the charge 
for environmental justice and innovation—while emphasizing 
why the work of land trusts is essential to fostering meaningful 
connections to nature for all communities. By protecting the 
land and making it accessible, land trusts play a pivotal role in 
building bridges between people and the outdoors, cultivating 
a deeper sense of belonging, and inspiring future generations  
of environmental leaders.

Join us for this inspiring keynote to discover how represen-
tation and inclusion in conservation can spark solutions and 
affect global change. Leave empowered to amplify voices, 
broaden outreach, and ensure the natural world becomes  
a space where everyone feels at home.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Dudley Edmondson

The Browning of America and Its Impact on  
Conservation and Outdoor Recreation
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“In wilderness the ability to  
embrace freedom and be your 
true self is the healing medicine 
the mind needs.”
Dudley Edmondson

2025 Connecticut
Land Conservation Conference

SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 2025
Wesleyan University • Middletown, CT • ctconservation.org

Sponsorship opportunities still available at  
www.ctconservation.org/conference/become-a-sponsor



SATURDAY,  
MARCH 22, 2025

41st Annual Connecticut Land  
Conservation Conference

Please join us for the state’s largest land conservation 
gathering and CLCC’s premier annual event, featuring  
a full day of educational workshops and peer-to-peer  
networking followed by an informal reception with 
friends and colleagues from across the state.

Learning, sharing, and growing our  
skills and knowledge!

CONFERENCE AGENDA
	 8:00 am	 Registration & Continental Breakfast 

	9:00 am	 Plenary Session
		  WELCOME ADDRESS
		  Amy B. Paterson,  

Executive Director, CLCC

		  KEYNOTE SPEAKER
		  Dudley Edmondson,  

Acclaimed author, photographer, and advocate

	10:30 am	 Break

	11:00 am	 Session A Workshop

	12:15 pm	 Lunch

	1:30 pm	 Session B Workshop           

	 2:45 pm	 Break

	3:00 pm	 Session C Workshop

	 4:15 pm	 Break

	4:30 pm	 Session D Workshop

	 5:15 pm	 Reception

Session A: 11:00 am – 12:15 pm Session B: 1:30 – 2:45 pm Session C: 3:00 – 4:15 pm Session D: 4:30 – 5:15 pm

TRACK 1 : Land Protection & Conservation Funding

A.1    CT DEEP Funding Sources for Land  
Acquisition, Property Management and More

B.1    Introduction to CT Farmlink: Making  
Conservation Land Available for Agriculture

C.1   Anatomy of a Land Conservation Transaction D.1    Anatomy of a Land Conservation Transaction: 
Advanced Topics Q&A

B.2    Environmental Due Diligence For Land Trusts: 
Challenges & Solutions

C.2     Unified by Nature: Land Trusts & Water  
 Companies Collaborating for Conservation

D.2    Should Land Trusts Use Debt to  
Conserve Land?

TRACK 2 : Stewardship & Natural Climate Solutions

A.2    Supporting Urban Forest Networks  
Across CT

B.3    CT Climate Smart Forestry in Practice C.3    Agroforestry: A Permanent Climate-Smart 
Solution for Conservation Lands

D.3    What Works and What Doesn’t:  
Three Years into Knotweed Wars

B.4    Protecting Mature and Old-Growth Forests  
While Strengthening the Nation's  
Communities & Local Economies

C.4    Forest Management Planning in a  
Changing Climate 

D.4   Together for Trees: Building a Community 
of Forest Stewards through the CT Master 
Woodland Manager Program

TRACK 3 : Protecting Biodiversity & Wildlife
A.3    S.P.A.C.E. Suitable Places for All Critters  

to Exist
B.5    Prioritizing Nature-Based Solutions in CT C.5    Creating Wildlife Habitat in an Area  

Overtaken by Invasive Plants
D.5    Pollinators in My Backyard

A.4    Dim the Lights: Protecting Birds, Wildlife,  
and Ourselves

C.6    Collaborative Implementation of CT’s  
State Wildlife Action Plan: The Essential Role 
of CT’s Conservation Community

TRACK 4 : Land Use Planning, Tools, & Technology

A.5    Invasive Plant Mapping and Riparian Buffer 
Management

B.6    Building a Regional Open Space Inventory C.7    Harnessing Drones in Conservation:  
An Efficient & Cost-Effective Approach to 
Overcome Land Management Challenges

D.6    CT Trail Finder:  A Communication &  
Trail Map Tool

A.6    Lidar 101: Discover Its Unique Power  
and Potential

B.7   CT Resilient Road-Stream Crossings:   
Assessment, Prioritization, and  
Implementation

C.8    Dam Ownership and Removal for Ecological  
Restoration in CT

D.7    Monitoring and Managing Ash:  
 How You Can Help Enable Lingering  
Ash Detection for Resistance Breeding

TRACK 5 : Community-Centered Conservation

A.7   It’s a Marathon: Engaging Community  
in Long-Term Projects

B.8    Creating Housing and Conserving Land:  
Bridging Community & Conservation Trusts 

C.9    Northwest CT Affordable Housing  
& Conservation Collaboration:  
Finding Cross-Sector Alignment for  
Our Communities' Futures 

D.8    Creating Accessible Communications for  
 Conservation

A.8    Land Justice for Land Trusts: Expanding Access 
to the Lands that Sustain Us

B.9   Outdoor Role Models:  A Conversation with  
         Dudley Edmondson and Friends

C.10  Partnering with Indigenous Communities to  
Care for Land and Water

TRACK 6 : Policy & Advocacy

A.9     Land Trust Law School: The Intersection of 
Law and Conservation – Private Environmental 
Enforcement

B.10 Federal Land Conservation Policy Update C.11  Call to Action: Reigning in Use and Impacts  
of Neonicotinoid Insecticides in Connecticut

D.9    YouCAN Roundtable: New Perspectives  
on Land Conservation

A.10  CT General Assembly 2025 Update

TRACK 7 : Organizational Capacity & Fundraising

A.11  Fundraising Basics (If You Don’t Know  
This Stuff, You Should)

B.11  Unlocking Donor Loyalty Through Strategic 
Communications

C.12  Irresistible Fundraising Appeal Letters D.10  Fundraising Q&A

A.12  Advancing Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
through Land Conservation

B.12  Equitable Governance & Leadership  
 in Land Trusts

C.13  Culturally Responsive Stewardship and  
Accountability in Land Trusts

A.13  Stronger Together: What Makes a Successful 
Land Trust Merger

B.13  Organizational Checkup

Choose 4 Workshops (1 from Session A, B, C, and D) Workshop Descriptions at ctconservation.org

Online Registration is Easy!
Via Credit Card or Check

www.ctconservation.org/conference

Early Registration Fee Through Feb. 22nd

General Registration: $110
Student Registration: $25

Standard Registration Fee After Feb. 22nd

General Registration: $125
Student Registration: $40


