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Jhoni Ada, Community Organizer, Connecticut Sierra Club — Jhoni Ada is a dedicated conservationist
specializing in urban conservation, strongly committed to promoting sustainable communities and
integrating business and technology into environmental efforts. Her work is driven by a belief that
progress in ecological conservation depends on fostering leadership at the community level. Central to
her mission is creating and supporting inclusive spaces where people, particularly those from
marginalized communities, can experience the joy of nature. She believes these authentic natural
moments are essential to inspiring new conservationists and nurturing deep connections with the
environment that lead to leadership development. Jhoni holds a master’s degree in Organizational
Leadership and has pursued studies in Digital Media & Design and Business at the University of
Connecticut. Throughout her career, she has collaborated with numerous organizations and institutions,
including the Greater Bridgeport NAACP and Wesleyan University. Currently, she serves with the Sierra
Club Connecticut Chapter, where she is working to conserve a 422-acre urban forest for public benefit.

Keith R. Ainsworth, Managing Member, Law Offices of Keith R. Ainsworth, Esq., LLC — Keith Ainsworth
has been an environmental and land use litigator in Connecticut for over three decades. He has a broad
conservation-based practice representing land trusts, non-profits, land owners and businesses in
transactions and litigation before administrative agencies and state and federal courts. Currently Acting
Chair of the CT Council on Environmental Quality, former chair of the CT Bar Association Environmental
Law section and a municipal first selectman (Haddam), Keith brings a rounded perspective to
conservation. With a BS in biology, environmental studies and English literature, Keith applies a scientific
and analytical background to the law. He is a life member of the Madison Land Conservation Trust and
served on the national leadership council of Trout Unlimited. Keith also serves as General Counsel to
Vista Life Innovations, Inc., a private educational institute for adults with intellectual disabilities. Keith is
also an avid outdoorsman and the author of several volumes of poetry.

David Allen, Principal Consultant, Development for Conservation — David Allen is a non-profit fund
development consultant who works almost exclusively with land trusts and other conservation
organizations. Under the business name Development for Conservation, David works with nonprofit
conservation boards to help their members advance as leaders and advocates. David’s background
includes 30 years in membership fundraising, major gift development, capital campaigns, and marketing.
He worked about half that time for Nature Conservancy (TNC) chapters in Oregon, Texas, and Wisconsin
and served TNC nationally as an internal fundraising consultant and major gift development trainer. And
in 2009, he launched Development for Conservation full-time. Also in 2009, David partnered with Nancy
Moore to form Conservation Consulting Group. Together they work with land trusts on Strategic
Planning, board development and training, and governance. David is a strategic thinker, problem solver,
facilitator, educator, and program developer who brings a particular passion for conservation and the
environment. David has worked with more than 150 conservation organizations across the country and is
currently consulting with land trusts in seven states. David is a skilled teacher and a frequent presenter
at conservation conferences, including the CLCC Conference.



Tyler Archer, Attorney, Shipman & Goodwin LLP — Tyler Archer is a member of the firm’s
Environmental, Energy, and Land Use practice group and serves as Vice Chair of the firm’s Food and
Beverage Industry Group. Through his land use practice, Tyler works with land trusts, individuals, and
other entities to protect and maintain properties, including working farms, through land donations,
conservation easements, and Public Act 490 as well as solve general business and real estate problems.
He assists clients with littoral and riparian issues (e.g., access, restoration, invasive species) and served
on a Connecticut Governor’s Council on Climate Change working group studying resilient infrastructure
and nature-based solutions. Tyler has a growing and wide-ranging food and beverage practice and his
environmental and energy practice involves transactions, regulatory compliance, risk management, and
site assessment and remediation.

Jocelyn Ayer, Director, Litchfield County Center for Housing Opportunity — Jocelyn has lived and
worked in Litchfield County for the last 15 years. Prior to becoming the Director of Litchfield County
Center for Housing Opportunity she served as Community and Economic Development Director for the
Northwest Hills Council of Governments where she worked with 21 towns in the region to plan and
implement their land use, housing, and economic development initiatives.

Kristin Barendregt-Ludwig, Consultant, Equity, Environment, Leadership and Education — Kristin
supports a just and healthy future for people and planet by working alongside interdisciplinary experts,
cross-sector professionals, and diverse stakeholders. At the Yale Center for Environmental Justice at the
Yale School of the Environment, she oversaw the advancement and growth of YCEJ's programs,
cultivating partnerships and collaboration among Yale faculty, staff, students, and local partners to
promote engaged research and experiential learning. In these roles, she also served as Co-Chair of the
Equity and Environmental Justice Subcommittee for the Connecticut Governor’s Council on Climate
Change (GC3). Currently, she is a staff facilitator for the Interpersonal and Group Dynamics course at the
Yale School of Management while also integrating transformative skills to inform the co-production of
usable knowledge, tools, and convenings to effectively work with adaptive challenges. Prior to YSE,
Kristin partnered with organizations committed to advancing educational equity and social justice in her
hometown, Chicago. A proud first generation college grad, she earned an M. Ed in Human Development
and Psychology from Harvard University in 2014. Her research centered on collaborative inquiry with
practitioner communities to advance educational equity. With a background in the arts, Kristin continues
to enjoy arts collaborations including most recently, Project SITE, an interdisciplinary project on
Responsive Place-Making with Reciprocity Collaborative and the National Parks of the East. She lives in
New Haven’s Edgewood neighborhood and loves exploring greenspaces and impromptu dance parties
with her husband and 6-year old son.

Cameron Beard, Board Member, East Haddam Land Trust — Cameron Beard is the chair of the
stewardship and land acquisition committees of the East Haddam Land Trust. He is a retired lawyer and a
semi-retired farmer.

David Beers, Western CT Service Forester, CT DEEP Forestry — Dave is the Service Forester for Western

Connecticut, providing forestry advice and assistance to private and municipal forestland owners. Before
that, he worked as a consulting forester in western Connecticut for many years. Since Lidar imagery first

became available, he has used it for almost every property he works with.



Ricky Bentley, Climate Smart Stewardship Coordinator, Connecticut Land Conservation Council — Ricky
joined CLCC in November of 2023 as the Climate Smart Stewardship Coordinator. This position was
created to connect land trusts with the resources to determine, implement, and sustain locally
appropriate climate smart practices. Ricky received a B.A. in Sociology from Portland State University and
a M.A. in Sustainable Development Practice from the School for International Training Graduate Institute.
Born and raised on a farm in Northern Connecticut, Ricky grew up recreating, learning, and working in
the wonderful outdoors of Connecticut. With a background in experiential outdoor education, he has led
many students on expedition style programs on public preserved lands across the country. He is
passionate about connecting people to the natural world around them and preserving land for future
generations to enjoy. In his free time Ricky enjoys getting outside in as many ways as he can including
gardening, hiking, biking, and rock climbing.

Beth Bernard, Outreach Forester, CT DEEP — Beth Bernard is the Outreach Forester for the CT DEEP
Division of Forestry. She has engaged and educated audiences in the forest for over 25 years. After
earning a Masters’s Degree in environmental education at Antioch New England Graduate School, Beth
worked at several outdoor, environmental, and youth-focused organizations throughout the northeast.
This includes her most recent role as Education Director at the Connecticut Forest & Park Association,
where she led the team that created the Connecticut Master Woodland Manager program and managed
education & outreach programs at the James L. Goodwin Conservation Center. Beth grew up in Portland,
Connecticut and now lives in the state’s northeast corner.

Katy Bischoff, PhD Student, UConn — Kathryn Bischoff is a PhD student at the University of Connecticut
in the Department of Natural Resources and the Environment. Her dissertation research focuses on
developing Conservation Opportunity Areas that incorporate both social and ecological data for the 2025
Connecticut Wildlife Action Plan. She received her MS from the University of Connecticut examining the
influence of habitat and the introduced eastern cottontail on New England cottontail populations.

Todd Bobowick, State Forester, USDA-NRCS — Todd Bobowick is the NRCS State Forester and State
Biologist in Connecticut, having statewide responsibilities and serving as the primary technical expert for
NRCS in forestry and wildlife resources. Todd holds a BS degree in Environmental Science and Biology
from St. Lawrence University and has been a part of NRCS in Connecticut since 1997. His contributions
include the development of NRCS Conservation Practice Implementation Requirements, Wildlife Habitat
Evaluation Guides, review and implementation of Forest Management Plans, and Habitat Suitability
Indexes within the state. His expertise also extends nationally, where he has significantly contributed to
the formulation of various NRCS manuals, technical notes, and conservation practice standards
addressing diverse ecosystems including forestry, wildlife, fisheries, and aquatic habitats. In his capacity,
Todd focuses on providing technical guidance to private landowners and NRCS planning staff regarding
the implementation of NRCS Farm Bill programs. He navigates the complexities inherent in natural
systems to ensure effective program implementation and environmental stewardship.



Kim Bradley, Connecticut Trails and Greenways Program Coordinator, CT DEEP — Kimberly Bradley is
the Connecticut Trails and Greenways Program Coordinator for the Division of State Parks and Public
Outreach within the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation at Connecticut DEEP. She has been administering the
State Recreational Trail Grants program since July 2022. Kim has over 22 years of diverse experience in
the environmental and recreation field, with a strong background in ecology, land management and
planning and community engagement. She worked as an environmental consultant for ten years prior to
joining the agency and has supported watershed organizations, land trusts, and town commissions as a
volunteer . Kimberly was born and raised in Connecticut and currently resides in the southeastern corner
of the state with her husband and two daughters enjoying time outdoors with their two Labradors
hiking, mountain biking, camping and fishing.

Amanda Branson, Director of Operations and Finance, Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy —
Amanda Branson is the director of operations and finance at Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy
where she oversees business operations and planning, as well as the partnership program of NCLC. NCLC
is the largest land trust in Connecticut, protecting 12,500 acres (and growing) of vast, connected natural
areas. NCLC'’s conserved lands include 21 public hiking preserves, 40 working farms, and over 3,000 acres
of habitat for rare and endangered species. Amanda was formerly the executive director of Naromi Land
Trust in Sherman, CT. As Naromi'’s first executive director, Amanda led the organization through
accreditation in 2018 and 2020 merger with Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust. Amanda also led all of
Naromi’s numerous stewardship initiatives and all acquisition projects completed between 2016 and
2019. Amanda is co-chair of Connecticut Land Conservation Council’s Accredited Land Trusts working
group; and co-chair of SALT (Small Area Land Trusts), a consortium of conservation organizations in
Litchfield and northern Fairfield counties.

Margaret Broughton, Urban Forestry, The Nature Conservancy — Margaret Broughton is the Urban
Forest Network Manager at The Nature Conservancy (TNC) — Connecticut. Her background is in
environmental and medical anthropology, with a passion in community engagement, agroforestry, and
biocultural conservation. Her previous positions held were Stewardship Manager at Groundwork
Southcoast and collaborative reforestation efforts with Madagascar Biodiversity Partnership and
University of Antananarivo.

Jovan Bryan, Community Conservation Coordinator — Originally from Massachusetts, Jovan Bryan
joined CLCC in August 2023 as their first Community Conservation Coordinator. The focus of his role is to
initiate, build, and maintain new partnerships as well as develop and maintain CLCC’s Community
Conservation Programs. These community-centered programs will be grounded in principles of diversity,
equity, inclusion and justice. He earned his B.S. at UMASS Lowell in Environmental Science with minors in
Climate Change and Sustainability and Architecture. Post-graduation, Jovan was the first Land
Conservation Fellow at the Mass Audubon Society from 2022-2023 where he learned about land
stewardship, acquisition, outreach and communication. Coming to Connecticut, he hopes to better
bridge the gap between land trusts and the communities they serve. In his free time, Jovan enjoys hiking,
bike riding, paddling on rivers, playing the saxophone, and exploring new landscapes big and small.



Amanda Bunce, Forest Researcher, UConn — Amanda is a graduate researcher at UConn studying
climate-adaptive forestry and foresters on the southern New England landscape. She is also a forester,
helping land managers and owners implement climate-conscious forestry and conservation plans. Since
getting into forestry about ten years ago, she has used LiDAR data for map making and research.

Tanner Burgdorf, Deputy Director, Groundwork Bridgeport — As the Deputy Director for Groundwork
Bridgeport | have had the opportunity to support staff and organizational operations aimed at changing
the perception of the city and increasing stewardship of its physical environment. While earning my B.S.
degree in Landscape Architecture from the University of Connecticut (UConn) | helped manage UConn’s
student run farm. This is where | first started to fall for being outdoors, growing, and managing a place.
More recently | earned a Master of Environmental Management (MEM) from Yale School of the
Environment with a focus on cities and urban sustainability. At Groundwork Bridgeport | can contribute
to urban sustainability while involving local residents, especially youth, in the process.

Kevin Burgio, Conservation Biologist, Terwilliger Consulting, Inc. — Kevin Burgio is a conservation
biologist working as a DEEP consultant to write the 2025 Wildlife Action Plan. Kevin is a U.S. Air Force
veteran and received his Ph.D. from the University of Connecticut in 2017. Since then, he has worked at
UConn, Cary Institute for Ecosystem Studies, New York City Bird Alliance, Hunter College, U.S. Geological
Survey, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. While Kevin’s research has largely focused on avian extinction
and conservation, he has also worked on parasites, rats, bats, and many other species. He now works for
the Wildlife Management Institute.

Jessica Caiizares, Director of Coastal Ecosystem Projects, The Nature Conservancy — Jessica Caiizares
is the Coastal Restoration Project Manager with The Nature Conservancy, advancing collaborative and
transformational coastal habitat restoration projects that promote resilient communities and
biodiversity. She has extensive experience coordinating with governments, community members, and
field-based NGOs to support biodiversity conservation and restoration projects in over 20 countries. She
served as the Project Manager Biologist for five multi-million-dollar transportation and public works
projects in California. Jessica has a B.S. in Biology from Northeastern University, an M.S. in Avian Science
from University of California Davis, and a Ph.D. in Biology from Tufts University, where she was appointed
Water Diplomacy Fellow, National Science Foundation.

Peter Cawley, Treasurer, Aspetuck Land Trust — Peter Cawley was raised in Connecticut and has had a
career as an investment manager and as a non-profit executive, after initial work as a journalist and
editor. He joined the board of the Aspetuck Land Trust in 2021 and became ALT’s treasurer in 2022. He
was previously a board member of the Children’s Educational Opportunity Foundation of Connecticut.
For the past 20 years Peter has managed investment assets and capital projects at single family offices in
the New York area. He was previously employed as finance director at an internet joint venture, and as
executive director of two performing arts organizations in the region. He holds degrees from Yale
University, Brown University and Northwestern University.

Frank Cervo, Service Forester, CT DEEP Forestry — Frank Cervo is the Eastern District Service Forester
with the Connecticut DEEP Division of Forestry.



Cary Chadwick, Associate Extension Educator, UConn CLEAR — Cary Chadwick, Associate Extension
Educator, joined the University of Connecticut’s Center for Land Use Education and Research (CLEAR)
team in 2006 as a member of the Geospatial Training Program. She contributes to hands-on technical
training classes on the use of geographic information systems and global positioning systems. Cary is also
actively involved in a number of collaborative research projects that integrate geospatial technologies to
better manage and understand natural resource systems. Cary is a graduate of Gettysburg College with a
B.S. in Environmental Studies. She also holds a M.S. in Environmental Science from the University of New
Haven.

Alicea Charamut, Executive Director, Rivers Alliance of CT — Alicea Charamut assumed the role of
Executive Director of Rivers Alliance in May of 2019. Prior to that she was the River Steward for the
Connecticut River Conservancy. While her career began working in genomics during the height of the
Biotech boom, she found an outlet for her passion for rivers through Trout Unlimited serving in various
roles at the chapter and state level. As a fly angler, paddler and rower, water is as central to her play as it
is her work. Alicea also serves as a volunteer in several capacities as Secretary of the Fisheries Advisory
Council, on the Advisory Board of the Connecticut Institute of Water Resources, and a former member of
the Connecticut Council on Environmental Quality. She is also the Co-Chair of the Water Planning Council
Advisory Group. Alicea holds a B.S. in Biological Sciences from the University of Connecticut.

Betsy Chittenden, President, Groton Open Space Association — Betsy pursued a 30+ year career with
the National Park Service working in a wide variety of fields, including natural resource management,
historic preservation, archeology, land use policies, and park administration. Betsy and her husband
purchased and renovated a house in Mystic in 2011, and moved to CT full-time after retiring in 2020.
Betsy holds a B.S. Landscape Architecture from the University of Virginia and an M.S. Historic
Preservation from the University of Vermont. A long-time master gardener, Betsy graduated from
Connecticut Forest and Park’s “Master Woodlands Manager” program in 2023. She is currently the
president of the Groton Open Space Association.

Richard Crowther Jr., GIS Program Coordinator, Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments — Richard
Crowther Jr is the GIS Program Coordinator at the Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments. He
completes spatial analyses and creates maps to assist all efforts in housing and land use planning,
transportation planning, environmental planning, and economic development. Richard has a Master of
Science in Geographic Information Science and Technology from the University of Southern California.

Kathy Czepiel, Land Protection Manager, Save the Sound — Kathy Czepiel manages Save the Sound’s
endangered lands projects in Connecticut. Her work involves managing coalitions, developing land
policies, and advocating for open space and the protection of drinking water lands. She first joined Save
the Sound in February 2022 as a communications professional supporting the work of its Lands and Legal
teams. Kathy has worked as a journalist, public relations professional, and longtime educator whose
lifelong concern for the environment began when she was a child growing up on the Hudson River,
before its Superfund cleanup.



Yaw Darko, Director, Grants and Programs, Connecticut Land Conservation Council (CLCC) — Yaw joined
CLCC in August 2020 as the organization’s second Sandy Breslin Conservation Fellow. Nearing the end of
his one-year fellowship, he was promoted to CLCC’s first Project Specialist. Now serving as CLCC’s
Director, Grants and Programs, Yaw administers the organization’s funding programs, including the
Connecticut Conservation Partnership Program and the Transaction Assistance Grant program. Yaw leads
CLCC’s Bird & Hike with CT Land Trusts, coordinating outings between land trusts and community groups.
Yaw serves on the Connecticut Equity and Environmental Justice Advisory Council and Chairs the Land
Subcommittee. Yaw received his B.A. in Psychology and a Master of Public Administration from the
University of Connecticut. With a passion for learning, Yaw has a background in farming, personal
training, tutoring/counseling, and facilities maintenance. He enjoys reading and writing poetry,
gardening, lifting weights, birding, and playing soccer.

Kelly Davila, Principal Research Associate, DataHaven — Kelly Davila is the Principal Research Associate
at DataHaven. In this role, Kelly leads research and evaluation projects involving analyzing data and
explaining findings to DataHaven'’s public and private partners. Kelly is a lead author of DataHaven'’s
statewide health equity reports and Community Wellbeing Index reports. She has more than 10 years of
experience working with local and national partners on research and planning activities on topics ranging
from housing to health and mortality and economic equity.

Victor DeMasi, Entomologist, Unaffiliated — Victor DeMasi is an extremely active member of The
Pollinator Pathway. He was a wetland conservation officer in his hometown of Redding for 20 years and
is presently a curatorial affiliate at the Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History in New Haven. He busies
himself with preserving open space in town and preserving butterflies in the museum. His field work
with butterflies contributed almost a thousand citations to the recently published Connecticut Butterfly
Atlas. He has contributed articles to scientific publications and his mark-recapture studies with
Swallowtail butterflies was recently cited in the book Swallowtails of the Americas. During the Pandemic
he is doing a pollinator survey of two meadows in Redding CT. Recent butterfly study trips with his
spouse Roanna, a photographer have been several times to Amazon forest in Guyana, Nicaragua, and
yearly studies in montane California assessing the impact of climate change on that fauna. His work in
South America was recently featured in The Yale Environmental News. Victor DeMasi is also a 45-year
owner of Monarch Painting, a decorative painting firm in Redding, Connecticut, which specializes in faux
finishes and trompe l'oeil. His murals often feature natural history subjects such as native wildflowers
and butterflies. Clients delight to a Monarch butterfly painted sitting on top of a window frame in an
unlikely corner of their house. Metamorphosis is my business makes for the company’s slogan. Mr.
DeMasi’s name appears on the referral list maintained by the Connecticut Historical Trust. He has done
historical painting-restoration projects for Yale University, the National Park Service, and the State of
Washington. He has worked in over 1000 residences. He includes Richard Gere, Blake Lively, and Patricia
Hearst among his more recognizable clients. DeMasi is also known for his writing, teaching, and
lecturing. His recent book is Designer Faux Finishing by Rockport publications. His work has been
featured in House and Garden, The New York Times, Yankee Magazine and Connecticut Magazine to
name a few. He authored over one hundred and fifty articles including Fine Home Buildings and Fine
Wood Working and he is a major contributor to The Readers Digest Book of Tools and Skills. He is a
regular contributor of articles to American Painting Contractor and the now defunct Faux Finisher
Magazine.

Austin Dziki, Senior Manager, Environmental Infrastructure, Connecticut Green Bank



Rahiem V. Eleazer, Eleazer, Liaison for Climate and the Environment, Mashantucket Pequot Tribe;
Co-Director, Alliance for the Mystic River Watershed — A proud member of the Mashantucket Pequot
Tribal Nation (MPTN), Rahiem Eleazer has worked in the environmental sector for five years, and
currently serves as the Environmental Liaison for the MPTN. Mr. Eleazer focuses on environmental efforts
within Mashantucket and networks with various external organizations, institutions, and local, state, and
federal agencies to pursue mutual interests while protecting and promoting the Tribe’s sovereignty. His
work in Mashantucket’s Natural Resources Department includes serving as the Bureau of Indian Affairs
Tribal Resilience Program Grant Project Director from 2020 to 2022, for which he constructed a climate
change vulnerability assessment on behalf of the MPTN. Mr. Eleazer is primarily focused on ecological
conservation and climate change resiliency while incorporating indigenous philosophy to environmental
practices. He serves as a member of the MPTN Historical and Cultural Preservation Committee since
2016 and the MPTN Natural Resources Protection Committee since 2018, and is a board member of the
Alliance for the Mystic River Watershed.

Dudley Edmondson, 2025 Conference Keynote Speaker, Photographer, Author, Filmmaker and
Presenter — Over the last 33 years, Dudley Edmondson has become an established Photographer,
Author, Filmmaker and Presenter. His photography has been featured in galleries and publications
around the world. His photographic work and adventure travels have taken him to so many amazing
places from the Arctic Circle of Alaska to the Bahamas. As a young man, Dudley Edmondson discovered
the power of nature and its ability to heal both the mind and body. This led Mr. Edmondson on a lifelong
path to follow his passion and instill his love and knowledge of the outdoors in others and inspire a
personal understanding and respect for everything nature offers. Mr. Ed0mondson has collaborated with
numerous communities across the county to help urban youth and youth of color to experience nature
and the beauty of the outdoors. Mr. Edmondson was one of the first to highlight the involvement of
African Americans in the public lands system. Unsatisfied with the representation of people of color
among those in his outdoor pursuits, he created a set of Outdoor Role Models for the African American
community by writing his landmark book, Black & Brown Faces in America’s Wild Places (Adventure Keen
Publications, 2006). Dudley appeared in the recent season of the PBS program, America Outdoors with
Baratunde Thurston, discussing his passion for birding and nature, as well as the importance of diverse
communities enjoying the outdoors. Dudley’s new book, available Jan. 7, 2025, is titled: People the
Planet Needs Now — Voices for Justice, Science and a Future of Promise. Twenty-five Black and Brown
scientists, environmental and social activists were interviewed, sharing personal stories and perspectives
from across the United States (and one from the Philippines), with the hope of inspiring change on a
global scale.

Lori Faeth, Senior Director of Government Relations, Land Trust Alliance — Lori is a veteran of both
federal and state government as well as nonprofit organizations. Prior to joining the Alliance in 2017, she
served as the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and International Affairs at the U.S. Department of
the Interior where she advanced the Department’s cross-cutting and multi-stakeholder domestic and
international policy issues. Before returning to DC in 2009 she spent six years as a senior advisor to
Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano. She advised the governor on issues covering agriculture, energy,
natural resources, and the environment and worked on broad policy issues including forest health,
climate change and water management. Previously, she spent more than ten years at The Nature
Conservancy, ending her tenure as the Director of Government Relations for Arizona responsible for
federal, state and local policy.



Maggie Favretti, Co-Director, Alliance for the Mystic River Watershed — Maggie Favretti conspires with
younger learners, community leaders, and colleagues from around the world to democratize and deepen
learning and to build agency for caring and transformative resilience. In her new book Learning in the
Age of Climate Disasters: Empowering Teachers and Students Beyond Futurephobia, author and
award-winning educator Maggie Favretti outlines the contexts and causes of “futurephobia” and then
offers Regenerative Learning strategies rooted in nature’s principles for repair and redesign. She also
explores methods for co-empowering youth creativity, agency, and hope. Her guiding question? What
kind of ancestor will | be? Answering that question will take a lifetime, but for now Maggie is focused on
launching the Alliance for the Mystic River Watershed, a collaboration of four towns and two Tribal
Nations to care for life and thrive together during these challenging times. It’s free to join, and you get to
find and share purpose with others looking to Do Something to make a difference. www.alliancemrw.org
Someone recently asked Maggie what her Spirit Animal was...she said with the usual twinkle in her eye,
“Mycelium!” Nothing does more to nourish well-being and relationships. We are only as resilient as our
relationships are strong.

Rafael Feliciano-Roman, CEO, Afro Caribbean Cultural Center — (Born Nelson Rafael Feliciano Roman) —
Rafael is a Queer Afro Taino Artist, Activist and Taino Indigenous Spiritual Healer (Yoruba Priest and Taino
Behique) and has been deep in spiritual work and practice for over fifteen years. Rafael’s artist focus is
Afro-Caribbean Culture & Puerto Rican Bomba. Rafael is twice formerly homeless. He has held elected
office and is a trained Circle keeper. He is the winner of the Jose Julio Sarria Civil Rights, Audre Lorde
Founder’s, Business West 40 Under 40 and El Mundo Boston Latino 30 Under 30 and Waterbury Youth
Services Coqui Awards, 2025 Greater Waterbury Arts Hero. Rafael is working to dismantle and decolonize
himself and the world. Through ensuring that all art, cultural events are offered at little to no cost to the
community. Rafael is the founding person of the following arts and cultural institutions: Afro Caribbean
Cultural Center (Waterbury, CT); Pa’lante Theater Company (CT); Greater Waterbury Puerto Rican Day
Parade & Festival; Greater Waterbury LGBTQIA+ PRIDE Coalition; Center for Ancestral Circling (Chicago,
IL); CT Taino Remembrance Day. Rafael is also a podcaster with a new Podcast called “Tribe with No
Nation” debuting Fall 2025.

Linda Francois, Partner, Cooper, Whitney & Francois — Attorney Francois received her undergraduate
degree from the University of Connecticut as an honors scholar and her Juris Doctor with honors from
the University of Connecticut. Her practice includes property law, closings, wills and probate, and
foreclosures. Ms. Francois’ real estate practice includes a focus on natural and working lands
preservation. She represents landowners, land trusts and municipalities in land protection transactions,
conservation restriction (easement) donations, bargain sales and purchases, and open space initiatives
throughout Connecticut. Attorney Francois is the editor of the CLCC Connecticut Model Conservation
Easement. She is the 2014 recipient of the Working Lands Alliance Special Recognition Award for her
work on the Model Agricultural Easement Project, and the 2008 recipient of the Working Lands Alliance
Farmland Preservation Pathfinder Award. She serves on the Land Trust Alliance Conservation Defense
Advisory Council and the CT Natural Heritage, Open Space & Land Acquisition Review Board and is a
director and president of the Bethany Land Trust, Inc., and a director and officer of the Bethany
Horsemen, Inc. riding organization.

Raymond Frigon, Director,, CT DEEP


http://www.alliancemrw.org

Brenda Geer, Vice-Chair, Eastern Pequot Tribal Council; Collaboration Coordinator, Alliance for the
Mystic River Watershed — I’'m the Vice-Chairwoman for the Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation. This position |
have held for 9 years. | have held a position on our Tribal Council for the past 33 years. In this position, |
assist the Chairperson, write correspondence, serve as Liaison to several tribal committees, record
minutes, attend meetings & events, network, and assist in writing policies & procedures. | also serve as
Chairperson of NAHAC (Native American Heritage Advisory Council), a position | have held for the past
10+ years. This is a state-appointed Agency where all 5 Tribes are represented. We work closely with the
CT SHPO office (State Historical Preservation Office) & NAGPRA (Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act) Office of Archeology at UCONN. We also work with the State’s Archeologist and many
other Agencies. We are responsible for ensuring that Native artifacts, Native bones and the like are taken
care of in a culturally respectful way. We are tasked with determining which Tribe the above-mentioned
belong to and reaching out to the appropriate Tribe to make the necessary arrangements to transfer the
artifacts so that Native American ancestors and belongings can be returned to their communities. In
2014 | was appointed by the Tribal Council to be the Tribes Historical Preservation Officer, a position | still
hold today.

Tobias Glaza, Director of Stewardship, Avalonia Land Conservancy — As the Director of Stewardship at
Avalonia Land Conservancy, Tobias works closely with the Board of Directors, Stewardship Committee,
staff, interns, and volunteers in the management of nearly 5,500 acres of preserve and conservation
easement land throughout New London County, Connecticut and parts of NY and RI. He came to
Avalonia after serving as the editor and co-director at Yale’s Native Northeast Research Collaborative,
working closely with indigenous communities on a wide range of projects centered on history, land use
and land tenure. Previously, Tobias was a classroom educator, senior researcher at the Mashantucket
Pequot Museum and Research Center, and land management coordinator for the Eastern Pequot Tribal
Nation. Early in his career, he worked for the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Ojibwe, the Great Lakes
Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission and the US Forest Service in a variety of fieldwork intensive roles. In
addition to a B.S. in Environmental Studies and M.A in Botany, Tobias holds a graduate certification in
environmental GIS and is an ESA Certified Ecologist.

Drew Goldsman, Urban Conservation Director, The Nature Conservancy

Mindy Gosselin, Land Acquisition and Restoration Coordinator, CT DEEP — Mindy Gosselin is CT DEEP’s
Coastal Land Acquisition and Restoration Coordinator (LARC) within the Land and Water Resources
Division. In this role, she is working on the strategic prioritization of habitat restoration and land
acquisition projects that support habitat and resiliency goals in Connecticut’s coastal area, and Long
Island Sound and its tributaries. Mindy holds a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources from the
University of Connecticut.

Caitlyn Grad, Marketing and Communications Consultant, Caitlyn Grad Marketing — Caitlyn Grad has
been in the marketing and communications industry for several years. She launched and ran a jewelry
business for four years before transitioning to consulting and founding Caitlyn Grad Marketing. Caitlyn
specializes in social media management, content creation, and email marketing. She works with a variety
of industries, including numerous nonprofits in the disability community, and serves on the board of the
Burlington Land Trust as the Community Outreach Director. Passionate about empowering organizations
to reach diverse audiences, Caitlyn ensures that everyone, including individuals with disabilities, can fully
engage with their mission. She combines her extensive knowledge with a hands-on approach, offering
actionable tips and solutions tailored to her clients’ unique needs.



Cally Guasti, CT Program Manager, Trust for Public Land — Cally Guasti is the Connecticut Program
Manager at Trust for Public Land (TPL). In her role, she focuses on the parks initiative, particularly the
Bridgeport Waterfront Pathway. This long-term project builds on the City’s Waterfront Master Plan to
create a connected, public waterfront pathway featuring linear parks and greenways that will span 20
miles along Bridgeport’s largely inaccessible shoreline. The pathway will enhance public access to the
water, improve water quality and coastal resiliency through green infrastructure, and provide multi-use
paths for increased park access and walkability. Cally is dedicated to building the capacity of the
waterfront coalition, securing public funding for the design and construction of green spaces, and
advancing the overall pathway vision. Her work involves close partnerships with environmental
nonprofits, local community-based organizations, and the City of Bridgeport.

Emily Hadzopulos, Freshwater Restoration Project Manager, The Nature Conservancy — Emily
Hadzopulos is the Freshwater Restoration Project Manager with The Nature Conservancy, working
alongside partner groups like the Long Island Sound River Restoration Network to advance collaborative
stream connectivity and restoration projects across Connecticut. She has multiple years of experience in
habitat restoration and environmental project management on the Connecticut and New York sides of
Long Island Sound, including working with TNC and CT DEEP to advance the Blue Plan. Emily is also a
trained NAACC Level 1 Coordinator with certification in tidal, non-tidal and terrestrial culvert
assessments, as well as training from the US Forest Service in Stream Simulation design techniques for
culverts. Emily holds a Master of Environmental Management from Duke University and a B.S. in
Conservation Biology from the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry.

Drew Goldsman, Urban Conservation Director, The Nature Conservancy
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of industries, including numerous nonprofits in the disability community, and serves on the board of the
Burlington Land Trust as the Community Outreach Director. Passionate about empowering organizations
to reach diverse audiences, Caitlyn ensures that everyone, including individuals with disabilities, can fully
engage with their mission. She combines her extensive knowledge with a hands-on approach, offering
actionable tips and solutions tailored to her clients' unique needs.

Emily Hadzopulos, Freshwater Restoration Project Manager, The Nature Conservancy — Emily
Hadzopulos is the Freshwater Restoration Project Manager with The Nature Conservancy, working
alongside partner groups like the Long Island Sound River Restoration Network to advance collaborative
stream connectivity and restoration projects across Connecticut. She has multiple years of experience in
habitat restoration and environmental project management on the Connecticut and New York sides of
Long Island Sound, including working with TNC and CT DEEP to advance the Blue Plan. Emily is also a
trained NAACC Level 1 Coordinator with certification in tidal, non-tidal and terrestrial culvert
assessments, as well as training from the US Forest Service in Stream Simulation design techniques for
culverts. Emily holds a Master of Environmental Management from Duke University and a B.S. in
Conservation Biology from the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry.



Reggie Hall, Chief Program Officer, Conservation Loan Collaborative — Reggie Hall currently serves as
the Chief Program Officer for the Conservation Loan Collaborative, an initiative of LegacyWorks Group, a
nonprofit impact consultant and asset manager. He previously developed and led The Conservation
Fund’s highly successful Conservation Loan program where he facilitated several hundred loans that
provided almost $250 million dollars in financing that was used by local partners to complete
conservation projects in 40 states and five Canadian provinces. He has also worked with agency partners
and others to conserve several hundred thousand acres thus far in his career.

Elizabeth Hayes, Steering Committee Member, Six Lakes Park Coalition — Elizabeth Hayes is a
community activist in the Newhall neighborhood of Hamden, where she has spent two decades
advocating for the community on multiple issues including a large-scale cleanup in the 2000s of
industrial and municipal waste and a legacy of crumbling home foundations. As a neighborhood
organizer, she also serves on the Six Lakes Park Coalition steering committee, which is calling for the
remediation of 102 acres of open space and the creation of a public park. She is also a member of the
Hamden Democratic Town Committee.

Brian Hess, Wildlife Biologist, CT DEEP — Brian Hess is a wildlife biologist with the Connecticut
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection. Brian studied wildlife conservation as an
undergraduate at the University of Delaware and received his M.S. from the University of Wisconsin —
Milwaukee. He has worked with California condors, greater prairie-chickens, mottled ducks, and
shorebirds before starting with DEEP in 2014. The Wildlife Division’s Wildlife Diversity Program conserves
non-game wildlife. As part of that group, Brian supervises the program and coordinates the State Wildlife
Action Plan.

Akiebia Hicks (Facilitator), Project Manager, CT DEEP; Board Member, CT Land Conservation Council
(CLCC) — Akiebia is a former National Park Service (NPS) Park Ranger who was employed at various parks
in the Southeast region before seeking a graduate degree. Akiebia’s research was fueled by her
experiences while working in the NPS. Akiebia conducted her research as a part of her Ph.D. from
Clemson University where she collaborated with individual park units and assisted managers in
identifying their employee needs, addressing relevancy, sustaining diversity, and boosting morale within
their units. Akiebia also works as a Durational Project Manager for the Connecticut Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection where she leads multiple projects including the Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) and serves as a Board Member of the George Wright
Society.

David Irvin, Central District Service Foreste, CT DEEP Forestry — David Irvin has been a forester for the
DEEP Forestry Division for 28 years, serving most of that time in the State Lands Management Program,
recently taking over the central one-third of the state for the Private and Municipal Lands Program,
which includes land trust assistance. Prior to DEEP, David had private sector forestry experience in New
Hampshire and Alabama. He is a member of the Watertown Land Trust.

Laura Kelly, CT Trails Program Coordinator, UConn CLEAR — Laura Kelly is the CT Trails Program
Coordinator, supporting CT Trail Finder and other projects. She is also finishing a master’s degree in the
Department of Natural Resources and the Environment at UConn with a focus on trail use levels, access,
and the perceived quality of trail user experiences.



Kip Kolesinksas, Consulting Conservation Scientist, Connecticut Farmland Trust — Kip’s major clients
include the American Farmland Trust (AFT), the Connecticut Department of Agriculture, Connecticut
Farmland Trust, North Central Conservation District, and the University of Connecticut Extension. Much
of the focus of his recent work has involved efforts to improve land access and affordability, and provide
technical services to new and beginning farmers. He served on the UConn Extension Solid Ground
Farmer Training cadre, where Kip provided training and site assessments on land access, soil health, and
climate change adaptation strategies. In addition, he works on AFT’s recent National initiatives Farms
Under Threat, Farmland For The Next Generation, and Climate Change initiatives. Kip also assists the CT
Department of Agriculture with the Farmland Restoration Program to sustainably bring additional lands
back into production, and the CT Farmlink Program, a farm access listing-linking service. Formerly USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service State Soil Scientist for Connecticut and Rhode Island, where he
worked extensively with farmers, educators, government and nonprofits to help them protect farmland
and wetlands, and use soils information to make better-informed land-use decisions. He is a recognized
regional and national speaker on soils and land use planning, farmland protection, climate change
adaptation, and farmland access. Kip is the Co-Chair of the Working Lands Alliance and a member of the
Connecticut Council on Environmental Quality. In addition to this wealth of professional experience,
Kolesinskas is an avid fisherman, cook, gardener and local foods advocate. Upon receiving an A.A.S. in
Plant Science from SUNY Cobleskill, Kolesinskas received a B.S. in Soil Science from Cornell University and
completed additional coursework at Texas A&M and Lancaster University and Schumacher College in the
United Kingdom.

Bill Kraekel, President, Aspetuck Land Trust; Board Member, CT Land Conservation Council (CLCC) —
Bill has a strong background in leadership within the environmental and civil consulting engineering
sectors. As President of the Aspetuck Land Trust for the past five years, he has been instrumental in
guiding its mission and initiatives. His experience as both Chief Operations Officer and Chief Financial
Officer at a national environmental/civil consulting engineering firm demonstrates his expertise in
organizational management and financial strategy, and he continues to provide valuable insights to its
Board of Directors. A graduate of Georgetown University, Bill has lived in Easton with his wife Eileen for
over 30 years. They enjoy spending leisure time at the Jersey Shore, reflecting their appreciation for
nature and outdoor activities.

Alex Krofta, Ecological Restoration Project Manager, Save the Sound — Alex Krofta has managed dam
removal, fishway, and other ecological restoration projects at Save the Sound since 2019. After studying
at Clark University and SUNY-ESF, he explored the woods and swamps of Upstate New York as a field
technician on reptile and amphibian research projects. Back in his home state of Massachusetts, he
worked with Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust and Land Stewardship Inc. doing conservation land
stewardship, management, and restoration. Alex completed a program in ecological design and planning
at the Conway School in 2015. He went on to lead riparian buffer restoration projects in the Merrimack
River watershed and manage conservation lands for the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.



Jason Krumholz, Associate Professor, UConn; Stewardship Coordinator, CT National Estuarine Research
Reserve — Dr. Jason Krumholz is an Associate Professor at UConn and the Stewardship Coordinator for
the Connecticut National Estuarine Research Reserve. He earned his Bachelors in Biology from Lawrence
University, in Appleton Wisconsin, a Masters in Marine Affairs from the University of Rhode Island, and a
Ph.D. in Biological Oceanography from the Graduate School of Oceanography at the University of Rhode
Island. Prior to joining the Connecticut Reserve, Dr. Krumholz worked with the NOAA Northeast Fisheries
Science Center as the Liaison Ecologist to the Long Island Sound Study, and as a Senior Marine Scientist
with McLaughlin Research Corporation, in support of the United States Navy’s Mission Environmental
Planning and Protection Division.

Robert LaFrance, Policy Director, Audubon CT — Robert LaFrance received his JD from Quinnipiac
University School of Law (IOLTA Fellow) and BA in Economics and Ecology from the University of Arizona.
Formerly the Director of Governmental Affairs for the Connecticut Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection (DEEP), he is currently the Director of Policy (CT) for the National Audubon
Society, as well as an Adjunct Professor of Law at Quinnipiac School of Law, Member of the Habitat
Committee of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) and an on-going proxy for
Governor’s Appointee to the ASMFC. He is an advisor to graduate students at the Yale School of the
Environment, commissioner (and former Vice Chair) of the town of Clinton’s Inland Wetlands and
Watercourses Commission, member of DEEP’s Environmental Justice Working Group, member of the
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) Advisory Committee, member of the
Financing and Funding Adaptation and Resilience and the Resilient Infrastructure and Nature Based
Solutions Working Groups of the Governor’s Council on Climate Change (GC3), member of the Dean’s
Advisory Board of the University of Connecticut’s College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Resources,
and recently appointed as a Member of the Advisory Board of the Connecticut Office of the
Conservation Law Foundation.

Rory Larson, Conservation Director, Steep Rock Association — Rory Larson is the Director of
Conservation at Steep Rock Association (SRA). His background in Wildlife Ecology includes studies at
Humboldt State University, a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Maine, and field research
throughout the Southwestern and Northeastern United States. At SRA, Rory oversees 6,000 acres of
protected land in Washington and neighboring towns, leads land acquisitions and strategic preservation
planning, carries out biological- and ecological-based stewardship activities, engages the community in
conservation through experiential opportunities and educational programs, and ensures excellence as an
LTA-accredited land trust. Rory graduated from the Master Woodland Manager Program in 2023.

Lindsay Larson, Project Manager, Litchfield County Center for Housing Opportunity — Lindsay has lived
and worked in Litchfield County for over a decade. Prior to joining the Litchfield County Center for
Housing Opportunity she spent 4.5 years managing conservation projects and programs at the
Housatonic Valley Association, working with towns and organizations throughout the Housatonic River
watershed.

Shelby Larubina, Research Technician, National Estuarine Research Reserve — Shelby Larubina, NERR
Research Technician, is a recent graduate of UConn’s Marine Science program with a minor in
evolutionary biology and ecology. While completing her bachelor’s degree, she collaborated on projects
investigating nutrient pollution in local estuaries and joined two research labs exploring topics in marine
biogeochemistry and coastal ecosystem dynamics. Post-graduation, she has continued her work in the
Vaudrey and Tobias labs, which have taken her across many embayments, marshes, and eelgrass beds
throughout Long Island Sound.



Jenora Ledbetter, CEO/Founder, The Self Care Network LLC — Jenora Ledbetter, founder and CEO of The
Self Care Network LLC, holds a master’s degree in advocacy and policy and a bachelor’s degree in
psychology. She is also a certified Chief Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer and an expert in nonprofit
management. Her book, Centering Equity in Your Organization: A Guide to Building Bridges, Not Barriers,
embodies her mission to create inclusive and equitable organizational frameworks. With over 15 years of
experience, Jenora has been pivotal in guiding organizations through intricate regulatory environments,
addressing issues like discrimination and labor relations. She is dedicated to transforming regulatory
obligations into opportunities for advocacy and change. Endorsed by the University of South Florida
Muma College of Business, she is a sought-after speaker on topics such as Organizational Behavior,
Leadership Management, and Cultural Awareness. Jenora is passionate about fostering environments
where individuals and organizations can thrive.

Aaron Lefland, Deputy Directory, Connecticut Land Conservation Council (CLCC) — Aaron Lefland joined
the Connecticut Land Conservation Council in May of 2022 as the organization’s first Deputy Director. In
this role, he supports CLCC in delivering technical assistance to build land trust capacity and
sustainability. Prior to joining CLCC, Aaron spent five years as the Executive Director of the New Canaan
Land Trust. There, he led the organization to many milestones including becoming nationally accredited,
ushering in a new strategic plan and first-ever strategic conservation plan, and more than doubling
household membership. His previous work experience includes managing a community forestry program
and conducting ecological research examining long-term forest dynamics. Aaron holds a Master of Forest
Science from the Yale School of the Environment, where his coursework and research focused on the
sustainable management of New England’s forests. He also holds a Bachelor of Science in Biology and
Environmental Studies from Brandeis University. In his free time, Aaron can be found hiking, rock
climbing, skiing, swimming, gardening, foraging, or otherwise enjoying the great outdoors.

Amanda Limacher, Brownfields Coordinator, CT DEEP — From 2008 through 2023, Amanda Limacher
worked in the Remediation Division of CT DEEP overseeing the investigation and remediation of
contaminated sites in southwest Connecticut and as a state expert on Environmental Use Restrictions.
She has been the Brownfields Coordinator since November 2023. Amanda manages the CERCLA 128(a)
Brownfields Grant Program, awarding approximately $750,000 per year to the assessment and cleanup
of brownfield sites that will be redeveloped as open space for community enjoyment. In coordination
with the CT Department of Economic and Community Development’s (DECD) Office of Remediation and
Brownfield Redevelopment (ORBD), Amanda oversees sites in Brownfield Liability Relief Programs and
works as a liaison between Remediation Division’s site project management and brownfields
redevelopment stakeholders. Prior to working for the State, she was employed as an environmental
consultant. Amanda graduated from Champlain College with an A.S. in Accounting, UCONN with a B.S. in
Agriculture and Natural Resources, and University of Hartford with a Paralegal Certificate. Amanda grew
up in Burlington, Vermont but has lived in Connecticut for most of her adult life. She resides in Bolton
with her partner, two sons, a stepdaughter, and two large self-righteous cats. She loves hiking, cooking,
reading, and the beautiful chaos of a blended family.



Connie Manes, Circuit Rider, Land Trust Alliance Circuit Rider; Member, Litchfield Hills Greenprint
Collaborative — Connie Manes provides organizational consulting services to nonprofit conservation
organizations throughout the northeast, with a focus on Land Trust Standards & Practices and Land Trust
Accreditation. She is the Executive Director of the accredited Kent Land Trust, and is a member of the
Litchfield Hills Greenprint Collaborative, a Regional Conservation Partnership of 34 land trusts in
northwest Connecticut. Since 2013, she has also served as a Circuit Rider for the Land Trust Alliance,
providing direct assistance to small and all-volunteer land trusts. Connie holds a Master’s Degree in
Public Administration from Pace University and a Juris Doctorate from New York University School of
Law. She chairs Kent’s Conservation Commission. In her free time, she can be found at the hockey rink
with her sons, running or hiking, or searching for critters in local streams.

Mirna Martinez, Executive Director, Southeastern Connecticut Community Land Trust — Mirna
Martinez is the Executive Director of the Southeastern Connecticut Community Land Trust (SE CT CLT),
and is a longtime community activist in New London.

David Melycher, Principal, EKI Environment & Water, Inc.

Elizabeth Merow, Education Director, CT Forest & Park Association — Elizabeth Merow is the Education
Director at the Connecticut Forest & Park Association and has been coordinating the Master Woodland
Manager program since 2022. With over two decades of experience in education and community
engagement within various nonprofit organizations, Elizabeth brings a wealth of knowledge and
expertise to her role. With a deep commitment to environmental literacy, she has a passion for engaging
learners of all ages through diverse educational programs across Connecticut. She holds a Master of
Science in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology from the University of Connecticut and a Bachelor of Science
in Zoology from the University of Rhode Island.

Elisabeth Moore, Executive Director, Connecticut Farmland Trust — Elisabeth Moore is the Executive
Director of Connecticut Farmland Trust (CFT), the only statewide land trust dedicated to permanently
protecting Connecticut’s working family farms. She has over 25 years of experience working with
landowners and communities to preserve farmland along with natural and community resources. She
previously served as CFT’s Director of Conservation. Elisabeth worked to preserve family farms in New
York, served as project manager with the Trust for Public Land’s Connecticut Field Office, and managed
the Maryland Environmental Trust’s Rural Historic Village Protection Program. She serves on the steering
committee of the Working Lands Alliance and board of the Watershed Fund and the Connecticut Land
Conservation Council. She earned her bachelor’s from Bowdoin College and a master’s degree in
Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Elisabeth considers protecting her
family’s land in Northwest Ohio as one of her greatest accomplishments and joys.



Tim Myjak, Licensed Environmental Professional, EKI Environment & Water, Inc. — Tim Myjak is a
University of Connecticut Graduate who has focused the past 31 years of his career on environmental
consulting. A Connecticut Licensed Environmental Professional (LEP) working with EKI Environment and
Water, Tim oversees environmental site assessments and investigations; environmental
demolition/renovation surveys; building hazard assessments; preparation and oversight of remedial
action plans; and compliance evaluations with respect to regulatory and remediation standards
throughout New England and New York, including expert witness and litigation experience. Tim has
working experience with Grants, Brownfields, PFAS, PCBs, Landfills, and Underground Storage Tanks.
Project work experience includes institutional, industrial, not for profit, State, and commercial clients
and sites. Tim sits on the Board of the Eastern Connecticut Brownfields Land Bank and chairs the
Environment and Infrastructure Committee with the Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce.

Faith Novella, Wildlife Biologist, CT Butterfly Association — Faith Novella is a Wildlife Biologist and
Habitat Management Specialist who has been managing one of the two remaining northern metalmark
populations in Connecticut since 2020 with the support of grants from the Connecticut Butterfly
Association and Connecticut Botanical Society. In addition to her work in habitat management, Faith is a
Naturalist Educator at Earthplace in Westport, CT, where she educates the public about local ecology and
the importance of conservation.

Maya Nuiiez, Member, Ceiba Arbor Farm Collective — Maya lona Nufiez is a Bronx native with a
background in sociomedical sciences (B.A., SUNY Geneseo) and urban and environmental policy and
planning (M.A., Tufts University). With over six years of experience in public health policy, she has
focused on the intersection of health and housing, exploring how social and physical environments
shape community well-being to inform policy change. Maya currently works co-leading a coordinated,
city-wide Community Health Assessment to better understand and support the health and well-being of
Boston residents, particularly those most impacted by systemic racial and economic injustices. In 2023,
she and her friends embarked on a journey to become land stewards through the Southeastern
Connecticut Community Land Trust (SE CT CLT). As part of Ceiba Arbor, a collective of multidisciplinary
QTBIPOC artists and urban farmers from NYC dedicated to food sovereignty, arts education, and native
ecosystem care, they are in the process of acquiring 16 acres of land. This year, they are launching their
first farm production, cultivating an acre of diverse fruits, vegetables, herbs, and flowers—rooted in the
needs and traditions of local communities in the Salem and New London regions. Committed to
sustainability and collective empowerment, Maya and her team are actively fundraising, hosting
community events, and creating spaces for learning and engagement. Their mission is clear: to reclaim
land, foster self-determination, and build a future where Black and Brown communities can thrive in
harmony with the land.

Will O'Meara, CT Field Agent, Land For Good — Will’s farming roots go back to high school on
Waldingfield Farm in Washington CT. In 2020, Will and his partner founded Hungry Reaper Farm where
they grow vegetables, herbs, and cut flowers in Morris, CT. Will served on the Steering Committee of The
New CT Farmer Alliance, a chapter of the National Young Farmers Coalition, from 2017 to 2023, finally
serving as president from 2020-2023. Will continues his work with Young Farmers as a Land Advocacy
Fellow in the lead up to the 2023 Farm Bill. He is the Chair of the Farmland Preservation Advisory Board,
sits on the Working Lands Alliance Steering committee, and serves on the Farm Service Agency State
Committee. Will is excited to serve his agricultural community and carry out Land For Good’s mission in
Connecticut.



Christine O'Neill, Environmental Planner Il, Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments — Christine
O’Neill is an Environmental Planner with the Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments, where she works
on climate planning, sustainable waste management, and a variety of other projects. She earned her
Masters of Energy & Environmental Management from UConn and serves on the Executive Board of the
Connecticut Chapter of the American Planning Association.

Mia Park, Integrated Pest and Pollinator Management Specialist, Xerces Society for Invertebrate
Conservation — Dr. Mia Park is the Integrated Pest and Pollinator Management Specialist in the Pesticide
Program at the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation. She supports Xerces field staff and partners
to implement agricultural practices that reduce risk of pesticides to bees and other beneficial organisms.
She received her Ph.D. in the Department of Entomology at Cornell University, where her research
focused on the impact of land use and pesticides on wild bees in New York apple orchards. Her
dissertation work revealed a negative impact of fungicides, sprayed before and during bloom, on wild
pollinators, as well as the importance of natural habitat for wild bees. Prior to recently joining the Xerces
Society, Mia spent a decade studying effects of land management on pollinators in both urban and rural
landscapes.

Amy Blaymore Paterson, Executive Director, Connecticut Land Conservation Council (CLCC) — Amy
Blaymore Paterson joined the Connecticut Land Conservation Council (CLCC) in 2010 as its first Executive
Director. Working with the CLCC Board of Directors and Advisory Council, Amy provides the Connecticut
conservation community with technical assistance, training and advocacy to further advance permanent
land conservation across the state. Before joining CLCC, Amy served as a Project Manager for The Trust
for Public Land and worked for over twenty years as an attorney, concentrating her practice in land
preservation and environmental protection.

Ginny Patsun, Soil Conservation Specialist, North Central Conservation District — Ginny is a soil
conservation specialist with the North Central Conservation District in Vernon, CT. A Connecticut licensed
arborist, Ginny has a special interest in practicing and promoting agroforestry systems. Ginny was
introduced to agroforestry while serving in the Peace Corps where she worked with farmers in rural
Zambia. Since her service, Ginny earned a Master of Science degree in environmental studies with a
focus in climate change adaptation.

Dan Peracchio, Forest Planner and Forest Legacy Coordinator, CT DEEP Forestry — Dan Peracchio is the
Forest Planner and Forest Legacy Coordinator with DEEP’s Forestry Division. He is the statewide
coordinator for the Forest Legacy Program, a partnership between DEEP and USDA Forest Service to
conserve environmentally important forests, mostly with conservation easements. He is also responsible
for the compiling and updating the Connecticut State Forest Action Plan which analyzes current
conditions and trends of Connecticut’s forestland and lays out strategies and action steps to best plan for
the future of the forested landscape. He also manages the Forestry Division’s federal grants which
provide core funding for forest stewardship, urban and community forestry, fire assistance, and forest
health programs as well as competitive grant programs through the USDA Forest Service. Dan has been
with DEEP Forestry since 2015 after 14 years with a consulting forestry firm in Connecticut following his
graduation from the University of Maine. Dan lives in Coventry, CT with his wife and young son, where he
also grew up next to his family’s dairy farm.



Colin Piteo, Sandy Breslin Conservation Fellow, Connecticut Land Conservation Council (CLCC) — Colin
Piteo joined the CLCC in November of 2024 as their Sandy Breslin Conservation Fellow. He is a graduate
student from East Hampton, CT, pursuing a master’s degree in public policy from UConn’s School of
Public Policy. He holds dual degrees in history and political science with minors in Latin American studies
and ecology and evolutionary biology from the University of Connecticut. He is currently a teaching
assistant in the School of Public Policy, where he assists students in the learning of public policy content.
Colin is most interested in pursuing a career in environmental policy. He has had the opportunity to learn
from diverse perspectives through attendance at various UNFCCC Climate Conferences through the
UConn@COP fellowship program over the past two years. At the CLCC, Colin is excited to assist in the
objectives of the organization, specifically getting involved in the policy process and helping to pioneer
the new Advocates for Land Protection and Stewardship (ALPS)program, connecting our land trusts to
the policy-making process. In his free time he likes to walk along Connecticut’s various landscapes, from
beaches to forests and hills.

Catherine Rawson, Executive Director, Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy — Catherine Rawson
oversees NCLC’s acquisition program. Catherine is the executive director of Northwest Connecticut Land
Conservancy, board member of the Connecticut Land Conservation Council, commissioner of the Land
Trust Accreditation Commission, member of the Land Trust Alliance Leadership Council, and a steering
committee member for the Working Lands Alliance. A graduate of Bates College and Vermont Law
School, where she studied environmental law, Catherine also has a master’s degree in environmental
management from the Yale School of the Environment. Prior to joining NCLC, she served as an assistant
attorney general for the State of Connecticut. She is also a former member of the Land Trust Alliance
Conservation Defense Advisory Council and Housatonic Valley Association Litchfield Hills Greenprint
Collaborative Steering Committee. Under Catherine’s direction since 2011, Northwest Connecticut Land
Conservancy has achieved significant growth in its regional impact and capacity for long-term,
sustainable conservation. Recognized today as a conservation leader in Connecticut and beyond, NCLC
was awarded an EPA Environmental Merit Award in 2013 and accreditation from the Land Trust
Accreditation Commission in 2015. Through Catherine’s leadership NCLC initiated a partnership program,
now offering an array of services to land trusts throughout Litchfield and northern Fairfield Counties,
while also quadrupling NCLC's staff size and growing by more than tenfold the reserve financial assets
available to support its conservation work to $8.7 million. In 2019 and 2020 respectively, NCLC merged
with Brookfield Open Space Legacy and Naromi Land Trust. The latter merger resulted in a renaming of
the organization from Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust to NCLC.

Maggie Redfern, Director of the Arboretum, Connecticut College — Maggie Redfern: Director of the
Connecticut College Arboretum and President of New London Trees: With a passion for trees, Maggie
leads the stewardship of the 750-acre Arboretum for the College and the community. She also teaches
classes and cultivates an appreciation for the natural world with guided tours and propagation
workshops. Maggie joined the Arboretum staff in 2014 and served as assistant director for eight years. In
2020 Maggie worked with a group of community members to establish New London Trees, a non-profit
organization with a mission to increase the city’s tree population through community planting and care,
education, and advocacy.



Craig Repasz, Co-Founder and Chair, Lights Out CT — Craig Repasz, co-chair of Lights Out Connecticut, is
President of the Friends of Stewart B McKinney NWR, an organization devoted to supporting this
important refuge. He was president of the New Haven Bird Club and the conservation chair of the
Connecticut Ornithological Association. He has been the volunteer coordinator for the Connecticut Bird
Atlas for six years. He enjoys backpacking and conducts Mountain Birdwatch surveys for the Vermont
Center of Ecostudies, focusing on the Bicknell’s Thrush and other high elevation species.

Emely Ricci, Community Planner, Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments — Emely Ricci is a
Community Planner at the Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments. As a Community Planner she
provides technical and capacity support, assists in developing regional and municipal comprehensive
plans, and ensures the region’s municipalities are informed of new state and federal policy. She is a 2023
graduate of UConn’s Masters in Public Administration program.

Jonathan Rosenthal, Director, Ecological Research Institute — Jonathan Rosenthal directs the Ecological
Research Institute (ERI). Along with ERI’s Senior Scientist, Dr. Radka Wildova, he developed and oversees
the Monitoring and Managing Ash (MaMA) program as well as ERI’s research on hemlock decline due to
invasive forest pests. Both he and Wildova are among the coauthors of the publication “Nonnative forest
insects and pathogens in the United States: Impacts and policy options”, by Lovett et al. (Ecological
Applications, 2016). In addition to his duties at ERI, he has taught environmental science at Vassar
College and invasion biology, ecology and global change biology at the State University of New York, New
Paltz.

Jonathodn Savage, Executive Director, Gather New Haven — A native of New Haven’s Newhallville
neighborhood, Jonathdn has spent his lifetime connecting to the roots of his community through the
agricultural spaces within the city and its surrounding neighborhoods. Cultivating the land was a way of
life, rather than a hobby, that was passed on to him by his grandparents. This connection between food
and land is one Jonathon has nurtured throughout his life and intentionally works to pass on to others.
Prior to joining Gather, Jonathdn cultivated an impressive 17-year career in social services, working for
St. Francis Home for Children’s Alternative to Detention (ADP), the Respite Program, and the private
alternative education program Passages. He also held roles in public services as a case aide for
Connecticut’s Department of Children and Families (DCF). Jonathdn completed an Associate’s Degree
from Gateway Community College and pursued Accounting at Southern Connecticut State University.
Jonathédn started with Gather New Haven in 2021 as the Farm Manager, overseeing four farm sites,
providing food to Farm Based Wellness Programs and to the New Haven community through donations
and a small farm stand. Jonathén was asked to serve as Acting Executive Director beginning December
2023. Since then he has been guiding Gather toward its future by strengthening community
relationships, supporting staff, and establishing new organizational partners.



Denise Savageau, Chair, Connecticut Council on Soil and Water Conservation — Denise Savageau has
worked in the environmental field in Connecticut for over 35 years including 20 years as Conservation
Director for the Town of Greenwich, CT and 9 years as the District Manager with Hartford County Soil
and Water Conservation District. She is active at the local, state, and national level on soil and water
conservation and is currently chair of the Connecticut River Coastal Conservation District, President of
the CT Association of Conservation Districts, and a Board Member for the National Association of
Conservation Districts. She is also chair of the CT Council on Soil and Water Conservation, a state agency,
where she recently secured federal funding for watershed planning and GIS mapping to advance source
water protection in CT and for mapping of subaqueous soils in Long Island Sound. She serves on the EPA
Long Island Sound Study Citizens Advisory Committee, the Connecticut State Water Plan Implementation
Workgroup, the CT Water Planning Council Advisory Group, and the NRCS State Technical Committee.

Jane Seymour, Wildlife Biologist, CT DEEP — Jane Seymour is a wildlife biologist for the CT DEEP’s
Wildlife Division, and is the steward of the Belding Wildlife Management Area. She manages a variety of
wildlife habitats and provides environmental education for groups of all ages.

Joanne Sheehan, Board President, Southeastern Connecticut Community Land Trust —Joanne Sheehan
is the Board President of the Southeastern Connecticut Community Land Trust, and has been involved in
the CLT movement for many years.

Christopher Shepard, Board Member, Traprock Ridge Land Conservancy — Christopher Shepard has
served on the board of directors of the Traprock Ridge Land Conservancy, previously named Wintonbury
Land Trust, for ten years including as secretary and communications coordinator. His leadership
experience in science education, conservation, and outdoor recreation has been dedicated to developing
the capacity of organizations and individuals to protect a sustainable environment. Currently he serves as
the Executive Secretary for Environmental Conservation at the Connecticut Department of Energy &
Environmental Protection.

Leo Smith, Chair, DarkSky International-CT Chapter — Leo Smith is Chair of the Connecticut Chapter of
DarkSky International. He received the President’s Award from llluminating Engineering Society and the
Lifetime Achievement Award from DarkSky International for his contributions to minimizing light
pollution. He served as a member of the Model Outdoor Lighting Task Force and co-developed the
Model Outdoor Zoning Regulations for Connecticut.

Dan Sponn, Volunteer, Groton Open Space Association — Dan Sponn had a 40 year career in landscape
architecture, engineering and planning for the VA’s Cemetery Service and the U.S. Department of State.
After retiring to Connecticut in 2020, he began volunteering with GOSA, and began intensive research
and field work in invasive plant management, including both mechanical and chemical controls.

Hayden Stebbins, Southern New England Program Forester, New England Forestry Foundation (NEFF)



Lindsay Suhr, Office of Land Acquisition and Management Director, CT DEEP — Lindsay Suhr is the
Office Director for the Land Acquisition and Management (LAM) Unit at Connecticut DEEP, which is the
real estate office of the agency. LAM’s mission is to safeguard CT DEEP’s land holdings and expand open
space in CT. Staff in this unit manage the Green Plan, the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition
grant program, the Urban Green and Community Garden grant program, the Land and Water
Conservation Fund program, the Highlands Conservation Act grant program, CT DEEP’s acquisition
program and the evaluation and administration of land rights by third-parties on DEEP property. Lindsay
has almost 20 years of experience in the land acquisition and conservation field and a degree in
Environmental Studies from Connecticut College. She worked with the Greenwich Land Trust and the
Connecticut Forest and Park Association before coming to DEEP in 2020. Lindsay grew up in Connecticut
and currently resides in south central Connecticut with her husband and three young boys.

Suzanne Thompson, Coalition Coordinator, Save Oswegatchie Hills Coalition — Suzanne Thompson has
been a Save the River- Save the Hills Board member since the early 2000s and served as Save
Oswegatchie Hills Outreach Coordinator since it was launched in 2015, working with Friends of
Oswegatchie Hills Nature Preserve and Save the Sound to raise awareness and support for protecting this
coastal forest on the Niantic River Estuary. The local non-profit organizations mobilize members and the
public through hikes and trail runs in OHNP, talks at area libraries and civic groups, participate in town
street fairs and parades, use annual meetings and fundraisers to increase membership and support and
are active on social media. STR-STH’s Niantic River Appreciation Day Kayak Regatta, held for 20 years, is a
popular event every August.

John Triana, Real Estate Manager, Regional Water Authority — John Triana is the Real Estate Manager
for the Regional Water Authority (RWA) in New Haven. The Real Estate department coordinates land
management for the RWA’s 27,000 acres of property. As Real Estate Manager he handles the acquisitions
and dispositions of land. This includes communicating with towns and land trusts in the region to
preserve open space and protect the public water supply. John is a member of the state’s open space
review board and sits on the board of the Prospect Land Trust. In his spare time, he enjoys the outdoors
by hiking, leading natural history walks, and maple sugaring in his backyard. He also officiates high school
volleyball and is president of his local board of officials.

Andrea Urbano, Forest Stewardship Program Supervisor, CT DEEP Forestry — Andrea Urbano is a
forester and supervises the CT DEEP Forestry Division’s Private and Municipal Lands Unit. As such, she
manages Connecticut’s Forest Stewardship (i.e., Service Forestry) and Urban Forestry Programs. Through
her work with CT DEEP and several stakeholder partnerships, she develops and implements programs
that educate and empower private and municipal woodland owners statewide to steward their lands.
She has a Master of Science in carbon forestry, and she serves on a land trust in her hometown.

Louise Washer, Co-Founder and Board Member,Pollinator Pathway, Inc.

Gabriel Vigna, Ecological Landscape Specialist, Eco Restore Landscapes — After studying Natural
Resource Management in high school and working with a company that specialized in ecological
restoration and environmental permitting, particularly with wetlands, Gabriel Vigna started the company
Eco Restore Landscapes in northeast Massachusetts. He recently moved to New Milford, CT, where his
goal is to grow the business with clients who are interested in managing their landscape with wildlife in
mind, and encourage landowners to choose an ecological solution for the management of their
landscape.



Joe Welsh, Natural Resources Manager, Aquarion Water Company; President, Shelton Land
Conservation Trust — Joe began his career over two decades ago with Aquarion Water Company
spending much of this time producing drinking water at one of AWC's surface water plants. Currently he
is the Natural Resource Manager overseeing all things related to protecting Aquarion’s surface and
groundwater sources as well as recreation programs offered on the Centennial Watershed State Forest
designated lands. His tenure as a volunteer with Shelton Land Trust follows a similar time frame and
proof that time sure does fly by when you’re having fun. In his spare time he likes hiking and checking
out the work of other land and water conservation groups.

Leigh Whelpton, Director of Environmental Infrastructure, Connecticut Green Bank — Leigh joined the
Connecticut Green Bank in 2023 as the Director of Environmental Infrastructure, where she leads the
Green Bank’s expansion beyond clean energy into climate resilience, land conservation, parks and
recreation, agriculture, water, waste and recycling, and environmental markets including carbon offsets
and ecosystem services. Leigh oversees the design and implementation of new programs to leverage
private capital, including a core goal of increased investment in vulnerable communities. Prior to the
Green Bank, Leigh served as the Executive Director of the Conservation Finance Network (CFN). For over
a decade she advanced CFN’s effort to expand the use of innovative funding and financing strategies for
social and ecological resilience. Before CFN, Leigh managed professional training programs and applied
conservation initiatives for the Cheetah Conservation Fund in Namibia. Leigh holds a BS with honors
from the College of Natural Resources at UC Berkeley and an MESc. from the Yale School of the
Environment.

Laura Wildman, Vice President of Ecological Restoration, Save the Sound — Laura Wildman leads the
Ecological Restoration Program at Save the Sound, focusing on implementation of on-the-ground
nature-based solutions including aquatic connectivity, green infrastructure, and coastal resilience project
work throughout the Long island Sound watershed in Connecticut and New York. She is a professional
fisheries and water resources engineer with a passion for restoring ecosystems and reestablishing
natural function and aquatic connectivity. She has over 3 decades of experience in engineering, river
science, construction, community outreach, and environmental advocacy on hundreds of ecological
restoration projects. Laura is an internationally recognized expert in the removal of barriers and shares
her experience with others abroad. She earned a B.S. in civil engineering from the University of Vermont
as well as a Master of Environmental Management from Yale University.

Dr. Radka Wildova, Senior Scientist, Ecological Research Institute — Dr. Radka Wildova is the Senior
Scientist at ERI. Along with Rosenthal, she developed and leads the Monitoring and Managing Ash
(MaMA) program. Before joining ERI, Radka completed a post-graduate fellowship with Dr. Charles
Canham of the Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies focused on modeling ecological and economic
consequences of forest pest invasions while taking into account climate change. In addition to her work
at ERI, she has taught invasion biology and environmental science at Marist College.

Emily Wilson, Geospatial Educator, UConn CLEAR — Emily H. Wilson is a geospatial Extension Educator
at the University of Connecticut’s (UConn) Center for Land Use Education and Research (CLEAR). Emily
co-leads the UConn CT Trails Program. Through many projects, she works to make maps and geographic
information usable and accessible to all.



Margery Winters, President, Simsbury Land Trust; Chair, Simsbury Conservation Commission; Assistant
Director, Roaring Brook Nature Center — Margery is the Assistant Director and instructor at Roaring
Brook Nature Center in Canton where she is delighted to be able to share her passion for earth science
and nature with students of all ages. She manages the Nature Center’s native plant gardens and is an
advocate for the role of natives in our designed landscapes. She is a Master Landscape Design
Consultant. Margery is also a presenter for CT Lights Out Lights, a project of the Menunkatuck Audubon
Society working across Connecticut to pass meaningful nighttime lighting policies and increase public
understanding of light pollution’s harms for migratory birds and local ecosystems. Margery serves as on
several land use boards in Simsbury. She is chairman of their Inland Wetland & Conservation
Commission, a member the Open Space Committee, and serves as president of the Simsbury Land Trust.

Dr. Chandi Witharana, Assistant Professor of Remote Sensing, UConn — Chandi Witharana is an
Assistant Professor of Remote Sensing at the Department of Natural Resources & the Environment,
University of Connecticut. His research efforts broadly capture the methodological developments and
adaptations to unseal faster, deeper, and more accurate analysis of large volumes of high-resolution
remote sensing data.

Paul Woodworth, Ecological Restoration Senior Project Manager, Save the Sound — Paul Woodworth is
a Certified Ecological Restoration Practitioner and Fluvial Geomorphologist with extensive experience in
environmental consulting for the restoration of rivers, floodplains, inland wetlands, and tidal marshes,
including over 50 dam removals. Paul also has experience in many phases of project development,
including initial project conceptualization, site assessment, data collection, design, permitting, and
construction oversight. He began his career in ecological restoration with a BA in Biology and
Environmental Studies from Middlebury College (1999) and later earned an MA in Geography (Fluvial
Geomorphology) from the University of Connecticut (2008). At Save the Sound, Paul supports ongoing
and future projects in the restoration of rivers, wetlands, and tidal marshes in the Long Island Sound
watershed.

Dr. Tom Worthley, Extension Professor of Forestry, UConn; Member, Haddam Land Trust — Dr. Tom
Worthley is Extension Professor of Forestry at UConn and has a career spanning 40 years with industry,
consulting, and academia, and is responsible for many professional publications. Over the years, he has
been the recipient of numerous awards and honors. He is a member of the Haddam Land Trust and
serves with on the Haddam Conservation and Wetland Commissions. Tom'’s professional philosophy is
founded in the notion that if woodland owners can derive pleasure, benefit and satisfaction from their
woodlands, then the forest resource is at a lower risk of being converted to something different.

Evan Zocco, Doctoral Student, UConn — Evan Zocco is beginning his doctoral studies in the Department
of Natural Resources and the Environment at the University of Connecticut. Over the past two years, he
has been studying beaver populations and exploring innovative methods for habitat analysis using Al and
drone technology. He aims to build on this experience during his PhD by developing more accurate and
efficient techniques for monitoring beaver activity and enhancing ecological studies.
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