
 

 
 

 
2026 Connecticut Land Conservation Conference​

Presenter Bios 
 

Jhoni Ada, Community Organizer, CT Sierra Club – For over a decade, Jhoni Ada has 
worked as an urban conservationist and organizational leadership consultant, centering 
her work in joy, remembrance, and rest. For the last five years, she has worked with the 
Sierra Club as a community organizer mobilizing a grassroots effort to conserve the 
largest forested, undeveloped open space in urban New England -- Remington Woods 
(Bridgeport & Stratford, CT). She also works with frontline faith communities in New 
England to transform congregations into thriving, resilient communities living out 
environmental stewardship in practical, adventurous, and joyful ways. 

Keith Ainsworth, Managing Member, Law Offices of Keith R Ainsworth, Esq., LLC – 
Keith Ainsworth has been an environmental and land use litigator of the New Haven 
Bar for 36 years. Keith has a broad conservation-based practice representing land 
trusts, non-profits, landowners and businesses in transactions and litigation throughout 
Connecticut before administrative agencies and state and federal courts. He is acting 
Chair of the CT Council on Environmental Quality, a former chair of the Connecticut 
Bar Association Environmental Law section and former municipal first selectman. A 
graduate of Tufts with a bachelor’s degree in biology, environmental studies and 
English literature, Keith brings a scientific and analytical background to his advocacy. 
Keith is a life member of the Madison Land Conservation Trust and served on the 
national leadership council of Trout Unlimited. Keith previously served as General 
Counsel to Vista Life Innovations, Inc., a private educational institute for adults with 
intellectual disabilities. Keith is also an avid outdoorsman and author of several 
volumes of poetry. 

David Allen, Principal Consultant, Development for Conservation – David Allen is a 
non-profit fund development consultant who works almost exclusively with land trusts 
and other conservation organizations. Under the business name Development for 
Conservation, David works with nonprofit conservation boards to help their members 
advance as leaders and advocates. David’s background includes 30 years in 
membership fundraising, major gift development, capital campaigns, and marketing. 
He worked about half that time for Nature Conservancy (TNC) chapters in Oregon, 
Texas, and Wisconsin and served TNC nationally as an internal fundraising consultant 
and major gift development trainer. And in 2009, he launched Development for 

 



 

Conservation full-time. Also in 2009, David partnered with Nancy Moore to form 
Conservation Consulting Group. Together they work with land trusts on Strategic 
Planning, board development and training, and governance. David is a strategic 
thinker, problem solver, facilitator, educator, and program developer who brings a 
particular passion for conservation and the environment. David has worked with more 
than 150 conservation organizations across the country and is currently consulting with 
land trusts in seven states. David is a skilled teacher and a frequent presenter at 
conservation conferences, including the CLCC Conference. 

Dr. Andis Arietta, Professional Data Scientist – Dr. Andis Arietta holds a Ph.D. from the 
Yale School of the Environment, where his research focused on evolutionary genomics, 
eco-physiology, and environmental ethics — exploring how organisms rapidly evolve in 
response to climate change and how land management practices influence that 
process. Currently a professional data scientist, Dr. Arietta leads initiatives in predictive 
machine learning, causal analytics, and AIOps. He is a founding board member of the 
National Wilderness Stewardship Alliance and previously spent many years in 
Southeast Alaska as a backcountry expedition guide and director of the Wilderness 
Research Program for the Sitka Conservation Society. You can learn more about his 
research at https://www.azandisresearch.com/. 

Kristin Barendregt-Ludwig, Co-Lead, Associate Director, Connecticut Inner 
Development Goals Network, Yale Program for Social Enterprise,Innovation, and 
Impact – Kristin Barendregt-Ludwig is dedicated to a just and healthy future for people 
and planet. For over 10 years, she has partnered with organizations to foster learning 
cultures for potent collective action. She co-leads the Connecticut Inner Development 
Goals (IDGs) Network - focused on deepening transformative skills for sustainable 
action. As a Harvard-educated socio-environmental leader, facilitator, and artist, her 
work is grounded in human development and complex systems research. Currently, 
Kristin is the Associate Director of Programs and Impact at the Yale Program on Social 
Enterprise, Innovation, and Impact (PSEII) at the Yale School of Management where she 
also facilitates lab sessions for the Interpersonal and Group Dynamics course. 
Previously, at the Yale Center for Environmental Justice, she served as Co-Chair of the 
Equity and Environmental Justice Subcommittee for the Connecticut Governor’s 
Council on Climate Change. She researches co-creative leadership with the Partnering 
Lab at Northeastern University and serves on the Board of Gather New Haven and as a 
member of the West River Watershed Coalition. 

David Beers, Western CT Service Forester, CT DEEP Forestry – Dave is the Service 
Forester for Western Connecticut, providing forestry advice and assistance to private 
and municipal forestland owners. Before that, he worked as a consulting forester in 
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western Connecticut for many years. Since Lidar imagery first became available, he has 
used it for almost every property he works with. 

Jillian Bell, Manager, Community Conservation, Audubon CT/NY, National Audubon 
Society 

Colin Bennett, Founder, Swamp Yankee Earthcare – Colin is a tireless advocate for the 
natural world, blending his experience as a master naturalist with his role as a 
dedicated forest manager. With a profound love for nature and the outdoors, Colin has 
devoted his adult life to helping others and is most passionate about protecting and 
preserving our environment. His deep commitment to environmental stewardship 
drives his work, as he strives to ensure the health and sustainability of ecosystems while 
fostering a greater appreciation for nature among others. 

Ricky Bentley, Program Manager, CLCC – Ricky joined CLCC in November of 2023 as 
the Climate Smart Stewardship Coordinator. This position was created to connect land 
trusts with the resources to determine, implement, and sustain locally appropriate 
climate smart practices. Ricky received a B.A. in Sociology from Portland State 
University and a M.A. in Sustainable Development Practice from the School for 
International Training Graduate Institute. Born and raised on a farm in Northern 
Connecticut, Ricky grew up recreating, learning, and working in the wonderful 
outdoors of Connecticut. With a background in experiential outdoor education, he has 
led many students on expedition style programs on public preserved lands across the 
country. He is passionate about connecting people to the natural world around them 
and preserving land for future generations to enjoy. In his free time Ricky enjoys 
getting outside in as many ways as he can including gardening, hiking, biking, and rock 
climbing. 

Katy Bischoff, PhD Student, UConn – Kathryn Bischoff is a PhD student at the University 
of Connecticut in the Department of Natural Resources and the Environment. Her 
dissertation research focuses on developing Conservation Opportunity Areas that 
incorporate both social and ecological data for the 2025 Connecticut Wildlife Action 
Plan. She received her MS from the University of Connecticut examining the influence 
of habitat and the introduced eastern cottontail on New England cottontail 
populations. 

Janet Booth, Board Member, Wyndham Land Trust – Janet serves on the board of the 
Wyndham Land Trust, supporting its mission with skills gained working in the software 
interface design and usability industry. After Liberal Arts and Music degrees she trained 
on the job in Silicon Valley in the late 90s, first enjoying the grandeur of northern 
California, then transferring to northern Virginia, and finally to Mid Coast Maine. Now 



 

she is pleased to keep her elderly mother at home (96 years young), while restoring her 
18th century family home in Brooklyn, CT. She is proud to follow her late father’s lead 
as a long time Wyndham board member, continuing his strong passion for helping to 
preserve what is left of Connecticut’s wildlife habitats and rural beauty. 

Kim Bradley, CT Trails and Greenways Program Coordinator, Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation, CT DEEP – Kimberly Bradley serves as the Trails and Greenways Program 
Coordinator for the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(CTDEEP), where she has been leading the State Trails and Greenways Program and 
administrating the Connecticut Recreational Trail Grant program since July 2022. She 
has over 23 years of diverse experience in the environmental and recreation field, with 
a strong background in ecology as well as land and recreational management. She is 
also a skilled community engagement and outreach professional, who works closely 
with various agencies, municipalities, non-profits, and volunteers to encourage and 
explore opportunities for collaboration with the private sector and enhance recreational 
access, connectivity, and sustainability for the public benefit. Kim is a certified Level 1 
Fundamental Skills Instructor by the Bike Instructor Certification Program (BICP), and 
passionate about outdoor recreation and land conservation, having supported 
watershed organizations, land trusts, and town commissions as a volunteer. 

Amanda Branson, Director of Operations and Finance, Northwest Connecticut Land 
Conservancy – Amanda Branson is the director of operations and finance at the 
Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy (NCLC), where she oversees business 
operations, organizational planning, and the Conservancy’s robust partnership 
program. This program invests in regional collaborations that advance conservation 
efforts, support partner land trusts, municipalities, and government agencies, and 
deliver meaningful conservation benefits to the communities NCLC serves. Each year, 
NCLC contributes more than 2,000 hours of staff time, equivalent to a full-time 
position, to support and assist nonprofit and governmental partners with land 
acquisitions, advocacy, education and training, public events, grant writing, and land 
stewardship. In 2025, NCLC worked with 97 partner organizations and 45 working 
farms, and completed its third merger, expanding its service area to include Danbury 
and New Fairfield. Prior to joining NCLC, Amanda served as the Executive Director of 
Naromi Land Trust in Sherman, Connecticut. As Naromi’s first executive director, she 
led the organization through accreditation in 2018 and a successful 2020 merger with 
Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust. During her tenure from 2016 to 2019, Amanda led all 
of Naromi’s land acquisition projects and numerous stewardship initiatives. 

David Brant, Executive Director, Aspetuck Land Trust – David was an organic farmer in 
Vermont, starting one of the state’s first CSA farms in 1992. From there he moved to 



 

Minneapolis where he built multi-use urban green space pocket parks for the 
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board. In 1995 he founded Youth Farm in Minneapolis 
to teach young people about agriculture, economics and healthy eating. He moved to 
Boston for two years where he served as Youth Policy Director developing career 
ladder programs for young people at the Boston Private Industry Council. He moved 
back to Minneapolis and created a summer jobs program for youth for the City of 
Minneapolis called STEP-UP, growing it into the second largest private sector summer 
jobs program for young people in the country. He has served as Executive Director of 
Aspetuck Land Trust since 2008. He lives in Fairfield, CT with his wife Jill and two 
children and three dogs. 

Amanda Bunce, Forest Researcher, UConn – Amanda is a graduate researcher at 
UConn, studying climate-adaptive forestry and the role of foresters on the southern 
New England landscape. She is also a forester, helping land managers and owners 
implement climate-conscious forestry and conservation plans. Since entering forestry 
over a decade ago, she has utilized LiDAR data for map-making and research. 

Kevin R. Burgio, Ph.D., CSE, Wildlife Biologist, Terwilliger Consulting, Inc. – Kevin 
Burgio is a conservation biologist working as a DEEP consultant to write the 2025 
Wildlife Action Plan. Kevin is a U.S. Air Force veteran and received his Ph.D. from the 
University of Connecticut in 2017. Since then, he has worked at UConn, Cary Institute 
for Ecosystem Studies, New York City Bird Alliance, Hunter College, U.S. Geological 
Survey, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. While Kevin’s research has largely focused 
on avian extinction and conservation, he has also worked on parasites, rats, bats, and 
many other species. He now works for the Wildlife Management Institute. 

Jessica Cañizares, Director of Coastal Ecosystem Projects, The Nature Conservancy – 
Jessica Cañizares is the Coastal Restoration Project Manager with The Nature 
Conservancy, advancing collaborative and transformational coastal habitat restoration 
projects that promote resilient communities and biodiversity. She has extensive 
experience coordinating with governments, community members, and field-based 
NGOs to support biodiversity conservation and restoration projects in over 20 
countries. She served as the Project Manager Biologist for five multi-million-dollar 
transportation and public works projects in California. Jessica has a B.S. in Biology from 
Northeastern University, an M.S. in Avian Science from University of California Davis, 
and a Ph.D. in Biology from Tufts University, where she was appointed Water 
Diplomacy Fellow, National Science Foundation. 

Cary Chadwick, Geospatial Educator, UConn Center for Land Use Education and 
Research – Cary Chadwick, Associate Extension Educator, joined the University of 
Connecticut’s Center for Land Use Education and Research (CLEAR) team in 2006 as a 



 

member of the Geospatial Training Program. She contributes to hands-on technical 
training classes on the use of geographic information systems and global positioning 
systems. Cary is also actively involved in a number of collaborative research projects 
that integrate geospatial technologies to better manage and understand natural 
resource systems. Cary is a graduate of Gettysburg College with a B.S. in 
Environmental Studies. She also holds a M.S. in Environmental Science from the 
University of New Haven. 

Robert Chang, New Farmer Resource Navigator, UConn Extension – Robert operates 
Echo Farm Woodstock CT where he grows vegetables and cut flowers. He is a 
founding member of the New CT Farmer Alliance and a co-director for UConn 
Extension’s Solid Ground beginning farmer training program. He is grateful for the 
opportunity to serve the beginning farmer community in CT as the New Farmer 
Business Navigator at UConn Extension.  

Alicea Charamut, Executive Director, Rivers Alliance of Connecticut – Alicea Charamut 
assumed the role of Executive Director of Rivers Alliance in May of 2019. Prior to that 
she was the River Steward for the Connecticut River Conservancy. While her career 
began working in genomics during the height of the Biotech boom, she found an 
outlet for her passion for rivers through Trout Unlimited serving in various roles at the 
chapter and state level. As a fly angler, paddler and rower, water is as central to her 
play as it is her work. Alicea also serves as a volunteer in several capacities as Secretary 
of the Fisheries Advisory Council, on the Advisory Board of the Connecticut Institute of 
Water Resources, and a former member of the Connecticut Council on Environmental 
Quality. She is also the Co-Chair of the Water Planning Council Advisory Group. Alicea 
holds a B.S. in Biological Sciences from the University of Connecticut. 

Laura Cisneros, Director, UConn Natural Resources Conservation Academy – Dr. Laura 
Cisneros (she/her/ella) is an Associate Extension Professor in the Department of Natural 
Resources and the Environment & Institute of the Environment and Energy at the 
University of Connecticut. She received a B.S. in Zoology at Michigan State University, 
and a Ph.D. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the University of Connecticut. As 
Director of UConn’s Natural Resources Conservation Academy (NRCA), her work is 
devoted to providing place-based, culturally-relevant programs that integrate 
technology used by professionals and support and empower teens and community 
partners as they carry out local environmental action projects.  

Donna Civitello, Board Member, Southbury Land Trust – Donna Civitello currently limits 
her practice to workers’ compensation law, but previously engaged in environmental 
litigation, including Superfund and toxic waste-site remediation, for many years. She 
was also town counsel to a Connecticut municipality for twenty-five years, a role which 



 

frequently involved land use issues. She has written and lectured extensively on legal 
matters, including co-authoring a nationally prominent legal treatise, and she has 
written many articles for legal magazines and journals. She was an adjunct professor of 
law at the University of Connecticut School of Law, has served on a Connecticut 
Legislature task force, and has been and continues to be heavily involved in work for 
the Connecticut Bar Association. She was editor-in-chief of a legal periodical, and 
continues to serve on its editorial board. Since 1995, she has been listed in Best 
Lawyers in America, Woodward/White, has been named a member of The Outstanding 
Lawyers of America, is named in The Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers, and is a New 
England Super Lawyer. In 2012 she became a Fellow of the National College of 
Workers’ Compensation Lawyers. She has an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell. She is 
a recipient of the ConnectiCOSH Irving Selikoff Award for Dedication &amp; Integrity 
in Improving Worker Health. In 2016 she received the Connecticut Law Tribune’s 
“Professional Excellence” award. She has been heavily involved in writing amicus briefs 
to the Connecticut Supreme Court for more than 100,000 amici, and in recent years has 
drafted legislation and testified at the Connecticut legislature. She has had the 
pleasure of serving as a Board Trustee of the Southbury Land Trust for more than two 
decades. 

Cameron Clegg, Environmental Analyst, CT DEEP – Cameron Clegg is an 
Environmental Analyst II at CT DEEP, working in the Land Acquisition and Management 
Unit (LAM) since 2022.  In addition to safeguarding CT DEEP’s land holdings, LAM 
works to expand open space in Connecticut through direct acquisition and the 
administration of land acquisition and development grant programs.  These include 
State initiatives including the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant 
Program (OSWA) and Urban Green and Community Garden Grant Program (UGCG), 
and the federal Highlands Conservation Act (HCA) and Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) programs.  Cameron is the current Program Lead for LWCF, head of the 
LWCF Grant Compliance team, Interim Program Lead for UGCG, and does Property 
Management work with all of his free work time. The Land and Water Conservation 
Fund is a federal public outdoor recreation grant program that just celebrated its 60th 
year (founded in 1964).  The program offers a 50% match for land acquisition or 
development projects that improve residents’ access to public outdoor recreation 
space and opportunities.  In return for federal funds, the land acquired or improved is 
protected and dedicated as public outdoor recreation space forever, ensuring that 
parks and public spaces remain for the public.  While initially open to Municipalities, CT 
DEEP currently uses this fund to expand and improve its system of State lands, 
providing additional outdoor recreation space, and improving the amenities offered at 
State facilities.  In addition to new projects, Cameron also manages compliance with 



 

past grants on municipal and state properties ensuring that the almost 500 past LWCF 
projects continue to be maintained and used for public outdoor recreation. The Urban 
Green and Community Garden Program was developed as part of the Open Space and 
Watershed Protection Act.  A percentage of the total funds awarded through OSWA 
are allocated towards UGCG, providing awards to Municipalities and nonprofit 
organizations seeking community park and green space improvements within 
Distressed Municipalities, Environmental Justice Communities, and Targeted 
Investment Communities. Including community gardens, native tree and shrub 
plantings, rain gardens, bioswales, or improvements to passive recreation activities, 
UGCG helps to provide green spaces to those communities most in need in 
Connecticut.  As interim lead, Cameron manages new grant applications, award 
allocations, contracting, compliance, and technical assistance to prospective 
applicants. Born in California, Cameron’s training and degrees in Archaeology 
(University of Durham, England; MSc: Archaeological Science, and Ph.D.:  
Zooarchaeology) took him all over the world, instilling a passion for all things outdoors, 
and a deep appreciation of humanity’s connection to and need for outdoor green 
spaces.  Having lived in Connecticut for ten years (now a provisional New Englander, 
according to his wife and family-in-law, natives of Meriden, CT), he enjoys fishing, 
foraging, winemaking and teaching everything he knows to his son. 

Maggie Cozens, Long Island Sound Outreach Coordinator, Connecticut Sea Grant and 
the Long Island Sound Partnership – Maggie Cozens is the Long Island Sound Study 
outreach coordinator with Connecticut Sea Grant, UConn Extension, and the Long 
Island Sound Partnership. She works to increase appreciation, stewardship, awareness 
and understanding of Long Island Sound through the development of engaging and 
inclusive outreach and educational programming. She holds a Master of Science in 
Environmental Science from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington, with a 
special focus on salt marsh and wetlands conservation. 

Jeff Croyle, President, Essex Land Trust – Jeff Croyle joined the Essex Land Trust as the 
steward for a 47-acre preserve shortly after retiring and moving to Essex 9 years ago. 
He still stewards that preserve, joined the ELT Board 7 years ago, spent 2 years as Vice 
President and the last 4 years as President. The Essex Land Trust has 24 preserves 
across 770 acres, is the largest landowner in town and is responsible for 66% of the 
open space in town. Our volunteers provided 10,000 hours of service last year. 

Yaw Owusu Darko, Director, Grants & Programs, CLCC – Yaw joined CLCC in August 
2020 as the organization’s second Sandy Breslin Conservation Fellow. Nearing the end 
of his one-year fellowship, he was promoted to CLCC’s first Project Specialist. Now 
serving as CLCC’s Director, Grants and Programs, Yaw administers the organization’s 



 

funding programs, including the Connecticut Conservation Partnership Program and 
the Transaction Assistance Grant program. Yaw leads CLCC’s Bird & Hike with CT Land 
Trusts, coordinating outings between land trusts and community groups. Yaw serves on 
the Connecticut Equity and Environmental Justice Advisory Council and Chairs the 
Land Subcommittee. Yaw received his B.A. in Psychology and a Master of Public 
Administration from the University of Connecticut. With a passion for learning, Yaw has 
a background in farming, personal training, tutoring/counseling, and facilities 
maintenance. He enjoys reading and writing poetry, gardening, lifting weights, birding, 
and playing soccer. 

Marta Daniels, Volunteer, Chester Land Trust/Chester Historical Society – Marta is 
currently a writer and independent historian whose 35-year professional career focused 
on expanding and improving civic engagement in public policy issues on peace, justice 
and the environment. She was Executive director of several state and national 
organizations, including OPTIONS at Brown University where she co-founded and 
co-directed their national NEH-funded, multi-year, scholar-led dialogue series, 
“Choices for the 21st Century,” held in 500 public libraries across 30 states. The 
program engaged communities in study and discussion about the values Americans 
share, and their influence on public life and policy choices. Since retirement in 2005, 
Marta’s interests have included Colonial Black History, the Connecticut Ivory Trade, and 
the American Civil Rights Movement, where she has focused on the life of Civil Rights 
champion and legal pioneer, Judge Constance Baker Motley (1921-2005), who had a 
home in Chester for 40 years. Marta lives in Chester and is a Trustee of the Chester 
Historical Society. She is curator of their Constance Baker Motley Special Collection 
Archive, and has created their museum’s permanent exhibit on Motley, and written 
extensively about her life. Marta is also a member of the Chester Land Trust, who, in 
2016, established the Constance Baker Motley Preserve on land Motley owned in 
Chester. She has worked together with the Land Trust to create public programs, and 
write and design historical story boards and visitor brochures for the Preserve. In 2024, 
when the USPS issued a first-class Forever stamp to honor Motley’s life, the Historical 
Society and the Land Trust collaborated in a town-wide celebration. Along with Jenny 
Kitsen, VP of the Land Trust, Marta co-represents the Constance Baker Motley Heritage 
Site on the state’s Connecticut Freedom Trail. Marta has provided over 100 
presentations on Judge Motley to civic, church, school and professional organizations. 

Vanessa Daye, Community Conservation Coordinator, CLCC – Vanessa Daye joined 
CLCC as the Community Conservation Coordinator in 2025. In this role she connects 
diverse audiences with recreational opportunities at land trusts across Connecticut. 
Prior to joining CLCC, Vanessa worked as the Climate Change and Disaster Relief 
Consultant at the Statewide Legal Services of Connecticut. Vanessa currently works 
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part-time at the New York Botanical Garden as the Family Programs Supervisor and she 
will graduate in 2026 with a master’s degree in Environmental Management from the 
University of Maryland. In her free time she enjoys hiking, biking, and volunteering as a 
bike mechanic. 

Stuart DeLand, Environmental Analyst II, CT DEEP – Stuart DeLand is an Environmental 
Analyst in the Engineering, Safety, and Sustainability Division based in the Bureau of 
Central Services at the CT Department of Energy & Environmental Protection (DEEP). 
Stuart manages the spatial infrastructure of the agency, from local databases to its 
cloud-based presence online and assists in GIS systems development in coordination 
with all divisions. Prior to joining DEEP's staff in September of 2018, Stuart worked as a 
Tree Surveyor for Buchanan Consulting Services, LLC in the Invasive Species 
Eradication Program around Worcester, Massachusetts. 

Victor DeMasi, Curatorial Affiliate, Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History – Victor 
DeMasi is an extremely active member of The Pollinator Pathway. He was a wetland 
conservation officer in his hometown of Redding for 20 years and is presently a 
curatorial affiliate at the Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History in New Haven. He 
busies himself with preserving open space in town and preserving butterflies in the 
museum. His field work with butterflies contributed almost a thousand citations to the 
recently published Connecticut Butterfly Atlas. He has contributed articles to scientific 
publications and his mark-recapture studies with Swallowtail butterflies was recently 
cited in the book Swallowtails of the Americas. During the Pandemic he did a pollinator 
survey of two meadows in Redding CT. Recent butterfly study trips with his spouse 
Roanna, a photographer have been several times to Amazon forest in Guyana, 
Nicaragua, and yearly studies in montane California assessing the impact of climate 
change on that fauna. His work in South America was recently featured in The Yale 
Environmental News. Victor DeMasi is also a 40-year owner of Monarch Painting, a 
decorative painting firm in Redding, Connecticut, which specializes in faux finishes and 
trompe l’oeil. His murals often feature natural history subjects such as native 
wildflowers and butterflies. Clients delight in a Monarch butterfly painted sitting on top 
of a window frame in an unlikely corner of their house. Metamorphosis is my business. 

David Dickson, Director, UConn CLEAR – Dave Dickson is an Extension Educator and 
Director of the UConn Center for Land Use Education and Research (CLEAR). CLEAR 
seeks to provide communities with tools, research, information, and assistance to land 
use decision makers in support of better land use decisions, healthier natural resources, 
and more resilient communities. This support focuses on these programmatic areas: 
water, climate resiliency, land use planning, mapping, sustainable food, and STEM 
education. Dave works primarily on municipal stormwater management issues, but also 
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provides outreach and training focused on mobile mapping technologies as a member 
of CLEAR’s Geospatial Training Program and instructor in the Natural Resources 
Conservation Academy. He is the co-creator of the Rain Garden smartphone app. 

Dr. Danica Doroski, State Urban Forester, CT DEEP – Dr. Danica Doroski joined DEEP 
as the Urban Forestry Coordinator in 2021. A forest ecologist by training, Danica also 
brings experience in horticulture, community engagement, and education from her 
time at the Morris Arboretum in Philadelphia, PA, the New York Restoration Project and 
the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation. Throughout these various 
roles, her favorite part of urban forestry continues to be getting to learn from local land 
managers and community groups about the urban forests in their neighborhoods. 
Danica holds a BA from Bates College and both an MFS and PhD from the Yale School 
of the Environment. 

Rebecca Dorsey, Sandy Breslin Conservation Fellow – Rebecca joined CLCC in August 
of 2025 as the organization’s seventh Sandy Breslin Conservation Fellow. She earned 
her BA in Political Science and English with a minor in Public Policy from the University 
of Connecticut in May of 2025, and is continuing her 4+1 Fast-Track MPA program at 
UConn School of Public Policy. Previously Rebecca has worked to increase civic 
engagement in Connecticut with the Connecticut Secretary of the State’s Office as an 
Outreach and Engagement Intern and has worked to promote safe, secure, and 
accessible elections with Issue One, a cross-partisan political reform group in 
Washington, DC. Born and raised in semi-rural Connecticut, Rebecca has always had an 
appreciation for the outdoors and the wildlife we share it with. In her free time, she 
fences with the UConn Fencing Club, makes stained glass art, reads fiction novels, and 
plays with her incredibly energetic boxer, Beau, and his laid-back feline brother Tod. 
You can also find Rebecca trying to befriend any wild (or domesticated) animal that 
crosses her path. 

Donna Dufresne, Volunteer/Historian, Wyndham Land Trust – Donna Dufresne is an 
educator, writer, and historian from the “Quiet Corner” of CT. She is a member of the 
Windham/Willimantic NAACP and currently involved in several research projects to 
educate students and adults about the rich and diverse understory of local history. Her 
research and writing has helped to shed light on the soldiers of the CT 29 th Colored 
Regiment in Windham County who were of African and Nipmuc descent, and some of 
their ancestors who were enslaved in the region during the 18th century. Ms. Dufresne 
has worked with the Wyndham Land Trust to install a memorial stone for the enslaved 
Africans buried in the Randall/Higginbotham Cemetery in Pomfret. Ms. Dufresne is a 
retired teacher with over 32 years of experience including the directorship of an 
environmental education program. Her master’s degree is in Gifted Education. She has 
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written and performed several one-woman shows including Prudence Crandall, Rachel 
Carson, which were presented throughout Connecticut and New England. As a 
community activist, Ms. Dufresne serves on the boards of Abington Social Library and 
Pomfret Historical Society, the education committee of NAACP, and is chair of the 
Pomfret 250th Commission. 

James Fischer, Research Director, White Memorial Conservation Center – James 
Fischer is the Research Director at White Memorial Conservation Center, where he 
oversees ecological monitoring and volunteer research initiatives across the 
organization’s 4,000 acres. He earned both his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
Environmental Science and Forestry from the State University of New York in Syracuse, 
where his graduate work focused on the epidemiology of Lyme disease and 
white-tailed deer density. Before joining White Memorial, he worked in the 
Adirondacks, at Fire Island National Seashore, and with the University of Connecticut’s 
biology collections, later conducting small-mammal surveys for the state. A 
Connecticut native, Fischer first explored White Memorial’s trails as a child and 
returned years later to lead its research program. Outside of work, he serves on the 
boards of Aton Forest and the Constance B. Ripley Land Trust, and enjoys 
cooking—especially experimenting with global cuisines inspired by his mother, a home 
economics teacher. 

Cynthia Fowx, Interim Director of Stewardship, The Nature Conservancy 

Linda Francois, Esq., Partner, Cooper, Whitney & Francois – Attorney Francois received 
her undergraduate degree from the University of Connecticut as an honors scholar and 
her Juris Doctor with honors from the University of Connecticut. Her practice includes 
property law, closings, wills and probate, and foreclosures. Ms. Francois’ real estate 
practice includes a focus on natural and working lands preservation. She represents 
landowners, land trusts and municipalities in land protection transactions, conservation 
restriction (easement) donations, bargain sales and purchases, and open space 
initiatives throughout Connecticut. Attorney Francois is the editor of the CLCC 
Connecticut Model Conservation Easement. She is the 2014 recipient of the Working 
Lands Alliance Special Recognition Award for her work on the Model Agricultural 
Easement Project, and the 2008 recipient of the Working Lands Alliance Farmland 
Preservation Pathfinder Award. She serves on the Land Trust Alliance Conservation 
Defense Advisory Council and the CT Natural Heritage, Open Space & Land 
Acquisition Review Board and is a director and president of the Bethany Land Trust, 
Inc., and a director and officer of the Bethany Horsemen, Inc. riding organization. 

Sigrun Gadwa, Director, CT Botanical Society – Sigrun N. Gadwa, MS, PWS is a 
consulting ecologist, professional wetland scientist, and registered soil scientist, based 



 

in Cheshire, Connecticut. She holds an MS from UConn Storrs in Ecology and BA in 
Biology from Brown University. Her business, Carya Ecological Services, LLC, 
specializes in applying ecological principals and knowledge of native botany to a wide 
range of client projects. It is a WBE (Woman-owned Business Enterprise) . She chairs 
the Ecology and Conservation Committee of the Connecticut Botanical Society. 

Wanjiku "Wawa" Gatheru, Environmental Justice Warrior, Rhodes Scholar, Founder, 
Black Girl Environmentalist – Environmental Justice Warrior, Rhodes Scholar & Founder 
of Black Girl Environmentalist; For Wanjiku "Wawa" Gatheru, caring about the 
environment started early. While gardening with her mom and grandmother as a child, 
the conversations would often turn to saving the earth. The first-generation American 
of Kenyan descent became even more invested when taking an environmental science 
class in high school when she learned that social justice and climate issues were deeply 
intertwined. Everything suddenly became personal. “It was in this call I learned that the 
environment had everything to do with me,” she says. Her passion soon turned into 
activism. Today, Wawa is a climate justice storyteller motivated to uplift the voices of 
those most adversely impacted by climate crisis. She has become a prominent voice of 
her generation, using the power of social media to share how communities of color and 
women have been adversely affected by climate change and the racist roots of the 
environmental movement. Harnessing her academic background as a Rhodes Scholar 
and her work as a youth climate activist, Wawa’s life goal is to help create a climate 
movement made in the image of all of us. Wawa is the founder and executive director 
of Black Girl Environmentalist (BGE)—the only national organization dedicated to 
addressing the pipeline and pathway issues for Black girls, women and 
gender-expansive individuals in the climate sector. With 1,500 members and a digital 
community of over 60,000, BGE is one of the largest Black youth-led organizations in 
the country, according to Forbes. Wawa is also an inaugural member of the National 
Environmental Youth Advisory Council of the EPA, the first federal youth-led advisory 
board in U.S. History. She is a Public Voices Fellow on the Climate Crisis with The 
OpEd Project, in partnership with the Yale Program on Climate Change 
Communication. Wawa sits on boards and advisory councils for Earthjustice, Climate 
Power, the Environmental Media Association, the National Parks Conservation 
Association, Good Energy and Sound Future. For her work, Wawa has been recognized 
as Glamour’s College Woman of the Year, a New York Times Changemaker, a L'Oréal 
Paris Woman of Worth, a Climate Creator to Watch by the Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health and has been named to several notable lists — including Forbes 30 
under 30, the Independent’s Climate 100, EBONY Power 100, Grist 50 Fixers, and 
AFROTECH Future. She is an established public speaker who has presented at Harvard 
University, The Washington Post Summit and The New York Times Climate Forward. 



 

She has also been featured on NPR, The Weather Channel and NBC, and in 
publications such as The Washington Post, Black Enterprise and more. Passionate 
about bringing climate conversations into untraditional spaces, Wawa works 
collaboratively alongside other creatives, musicians and culture shapers to bring 
climate justice to the mainstream. In January 2023, Billie Eilish personally invited Wawa 
to join her on the first-ever digital cover of Vogue, alongside seven other climate 
activists. 

Freedom Gerardo, CT Field Agent, Land for Good; Land Steward, Danbury  – 
Freedom is a Bronx-native community organizer turned farmer, co-owning the 
Liberated Land Cooperative, which runs Connecticut’s first statewide CSA. As 
Co-Director of the Venture Farming Institute and co-founder of his farm, SEAmarron 
Farmstead, he works to reimagine equitable food systems for farmers in the state of 
Connecticut and nationwide. Serving as a board member of The Northeast Organic 
Farming Association of Connecticut (CTNOFA), New CT Farmers Alliance (NCTFA), and 
North West Conservation District (NWCD), Freedom focuses on land access and food 
justice, empowering communities of color through farming and community organizing 
to build long-term food sovereignty. He is honored to support Connecticut’s 
agricultural community and advance Land For Good’s mission of securing land access 
for farmers across the state. 

Terry Gibson, Project Manager, Equity Trust 

Rosa Goldman, Forest Program Senior Associate, Audubon CT/NY, National Audubon 
Society – Rosa Goldman is a Forest Program Senior Associate with Audubon 
Connecticut and New York, a regional office of the National Audubon Society. She 
works with private landowners, land trusts, state and federal agencies, and other 
conservation partners to improve habitat for forest birds across Connecticut, as well as 
in New York's Hudson Valley. Rosa manages Audubon's Bird-Friendly Maple and 
Forester Training & Endorsement programs in Connecticut. She is a licensed forester in 
Connecticut and holds a Master of Forestry degree from the Yale School of the 
Environment. 

Billy Gridley, Chief Steward, Aton Forest – Billy Gridley: President, Aton Forest Inc., a 
dual-purpose natural area land trust and ecological field station in Norfolk, CT, founded 
by vegetation management and forest succession ecologist Dr. Frank Egler. An 
ex-finance pro, Billy received a Master’s in Environment Science & Policy from 
Columbia University, founded 2 climate start-ups (direct CO2 air capture, mobile 
energy solutions), worked at the climate NGO Ceres, and served on a variety non-profit 
boards including the Great Mountain Forest. As its Head Steward he now runs Aton 
Forest, which endeavors to “reimagine the ecological field station” in the 21st century 



 

for the benefit of natural and human communities. Aton is now acquiring the 1000-acre 
natural area Spaulding Pond Preserve to bring its forest holdings to 2500 acres. 

David Gumbart, Connecticut River Preserves Manager, The Nature Conservancy 

John Guszkowski, AICP, CZEO, LEED AP, ENV-SP, Co-Founder, Principal, Tyche 
Planning & Policy Group – John Guszkowski has been a Planner for twenty years. He 
holds a Bachelor’s Degree from Fairfield University and a Master’s Degree in Natural 
Resources Management & Engineering from UConn. He is a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) and holds accreditations from the Connecticut 
Association of Zoning Enforcement Officers (CZEO), the US Green Building Council 
(LEED-AP), and the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ENV-SP). He serves both 
private-sector developers and municipalities. In addition to serving as Consulting Town 
Planner for Voluntown, Columbia, Essex, Andover, and Hampton, CT, he has also 
served as Economic Development Coordinator for Hebron and Willington, and has 
written numerous planning documents and special studies for over 20 towns and cities 
in Connecticut. Prior to his work with Tyche, John worked for CME Associates (a CHA 
Company), served as Town Planner in Woodstock and Thompson, CT, and as a Planner 
with the Capitol Region Council of Governments. For the past twenty years, John has 
also served on the Board of the nonprofit Connecticut Resource Conservation & 
Development Council (RC&D), the last eighteen years as President. He also serves on 
the Executive Board and as Co-Chair of the Government Relations Committee of 
thenConnecticut Chapter of the American Planning Association (CCAPA). 

Brian Hagenbuch, Executive Director, Steep Rock Association – A good day for Brian 
Hagenbuch is a day in the woods. Raised on a small truck farm in Pennsylvania, he 
spent most of his childhood exploring fields and forests where he fell in love with the 
natural world. After a 25-year career in academic teaching and administration, he 
brings broad leadership experience and a background in place-based environmental 
education, invertebrate conservation, invasive species, and the influence of ecological 
disturbances on forest ecosystems. He’s earned degrees in entomology from Penn 
State and University of Florida as well as a PhD in environmental studies from Antioch 
University-New England. Brian can often be found hiking with his four-legged field 
assistant (Cody), bicycling backroads, kayaking local streams, enjoying local foods and 
beverages, or relaxing with a good crossword puzzle! 

Eric Hammerling, Director, Office of Environmental Review & Strategic Initiatives, CT 
DEEP Engineering – Eric Hammerling is the Director of the Office of Environmental 
Review & Strategic Initiatives (ERSI) based in the Commissioner’s Office at the CT 
Department of Energy & Environmental Protection (DEEP). Amongst many 
responsibilities, the ERSI team conducts environmental reviews of renewable energy, 



 

storage, and transmission projects submitted to the CT Siting Council as well as 
participates on the development of the CREST and Sustainable, Transparent, and 
Efficient Practices (STEPs) guidance for solar development. Prior to joining DEEP’s staff 
in June 2023, Eric served as the Executive Director for the Connecticut Forest & Park 
Association (2008 – 2023) and the Farmington River Watershed Association (2003 – 
2008). 

Shelley Harms, Conservation Director, Salisbury Association  – Shelley Harms is 
part-time Conservation Director for the Salisbury Association and Executive Director for 
the Cornwall Conservation Trust. She is President of the Norfolk Land Trust and former 
President of the Winchester Land Trust. As a land trust board member, she has held 
every officer position. Shelley consults for land trusts in Connecticut to help them apply 
for and obtain grants and preserve special places. She is the Terrafirma Members 
Committee representative for the New England region. Shelley’s conservation awards 
include CLCC’s Conservation Hero award in 2022 and Aquarion’s Environmental 
Champion award in 2015. Shelley studied history at Carleton College, then got her law 
degree from Columbia University. A naturalist at heart, Shelley participates in bird 
atlases, bird banding studies, and bioblitzes, and tries to get out in the woods every 
day. 

Brian Hess, Wildlife Biologist, CT DEEP – Brian Hess is a wildlife biologist with the 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection. Brian studied wildlife 
conservation as an undergraduate at the University of Delaware and received his M.S. 
from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. He has worked with California condors, 
greater prairie-chickens, mottled ducks, and shorebirds before starting with DEEP in 
2014. The Wildlife Division’s Wildlife Diversity Program conserves non-game wildlife. As 
part of that group, Brian supervises the program and coordinates the State Wildlife 
Action Plan. 

Nahla Holland, Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation; Alliance for the Mystic River Watershed 

Marianne Iarossi, Land Conservation Specialist, Trustees of Reservations – Marianne 
Iarossi, AICP is a Land Conservation Specialist with The Trustees of Reservations. 
Marianne has worked at the Trustees since 2022, conserving priority lands across the 
state of Massachusetts. Marianne is a certified planner through the American Planning 
Association with over 10 years of experience in environmental planning and open 
space conservation in the private, public, and non-profit sectors. She received a B.S. in 
Environmental Science and a B.S. in Geography and Regional Planning from Westfield 
State University, and a Masters in Regional Planning from UMass-Amherst.  



 

David Irvin, Central District Service Forester, CT DEEP Forestry — David holds a 
Forestry degree from the University of Tennessee, and has been a forester for 35 years 
(29 of those with the Forestry Division). Most of his experience has been the active 
management of state forests in Northwest CT, also serving on wildfires as needed in 
the state and throughout the country. He also has private sector forestry experience in 
New Hampshire and Alabama. His current position in the Private and Municipal Lands 
Program has allowed him to visit forests and provide assistance for 19 different land 
trusts since spring 2024. 

Haley Jordan, Undergraduate Student, UConn – Haley Jordan (she/her) is in her third 
year of a B.S. of Natural Resources at the University of Connecticut. In high school, she 
was a proud participant in FFA and CT Envirothon. Now, at UConn, she is a Difference 
Maker Mentor with the NRCA. Her favorite part has been getting to meet new people 
who are also passionate about protecting and enjoying the environment. When she 
isn’t in class or in the NRCA office, Haley enjoys being in the UConn Marching Band, 
drawing, and rock climbing.  

Richard Joyce, Endangered Species Conservation Biologist, The Xerces Society for 
Invertebrate Conservation – Richard Joyce coordinates the Xerces Society for 
Invertebrate Conservation's Firefly Atlas project, working with biologists, land owners 
and the public to better understand and protect fireflies across the country. Prior to 
joining the Xerces Society, he worked at the Maine Natural Areas Program, The Nature 
Conservancy in Maine, and Congaree National Park. 

Michael Kellett, Executive Director, RESTORE: The North Woods – Michael Kellett is 
the founding executive director of RESTORE: The North Woods, a New England-based 
nonprofit organization established in 1992. He has almost 40 years of experience 
advocating for national parks, wilderness, natural forests, free-flowing rivers, and 
imperiled wildlife. He lives in Lincoln, Massachusetts. 

Duncan Kelly, Citizen,  Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation; Youth Council Executive 
Committee, Alliance for the Mystic River Watershed 

Jenny Kitsen, Volunteer, Chester Land Trust/Chester Historical Society – Keenly 
interested in both land conservation and historical preservation, Jenny has served on 
the board of the Chester Land Trust for the past 20 years, and the Chester Historical 
Society for the last 13 years. She is Vice President of both.  In 2016, the Land Trust 
purchased 6.7 acres of open land from the Constance Baker Motley estate in Chester, 
and established the Constance Baker Motley Preserve. Motley, who had a 40-year 
seasonal home in Chester, was a courageous school desegregation lawyer in the Civil 
Rights Movement, and a pathbreaking jurist, the first Black woman to be appointed to 



 

the federal bench. Establishing a Preserve in her name offered an opportunity to 
conduct programs both on land conservation and American history, attracting new 
audiences, and expanding the role land trusts can play. Jenny’s dual position on both 
Boards also helped engage the collaboration of the Chester Historical Society. The 
leadership in each organization helped develop the site sharing a common purpose. 
With Jenny’s guidance, they have conducted educational programs about the historic 
life and legacy of Motley, and produced materials and a portable exhibit that travels to 
off-site public venues. Brochures and story-boards were produced about Motley’s 
accomplishments and placed at the Preserve’s entrance, and at the start of the popular 
hiking trail the Land Trust built—the Little Rock Nine—named for one of Motley’s most 
famous school cases. In 2018, the CT Freedom Trail designated the Preserve and the 
former Motley home a state "Heritage Site," increasing state-wide recognition. Along 
with Marta Daniels of the Chester Historical Society, Jenny co-represents the 
Constance Baker Motley Heritage Site on the Connecticut Freedom Trail. Before 
retiring 13 years ago, Jenny’s professional career was in health care management, 
starting as a renal social worker for 10 years at Yale New-Haven Hospital. She then 
became the Executive Director for 35 years of the New England Renal Network, a 
national contract under the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services responsible for 
administrative duties for quality improvement of patient care, patient grievances and 
data registry management in the six states in New England.  She served on several 
national committees and received awards for patient safety and end of life 
management in dialysis facilities and transplant programs.   

Kip Kolesinskas, Consulting Conservation Scientist – Current projects include assisting 
agencies, NGO’s, and private individuals with farmland protection, land access and 
affordability for new and beginning farmers, farmland restoration, and climate change 
adaptation strategies. He is the Chair of the Working Lands Alliance Steering 
Committee, former member of the CT Council on Environmental Quality, and a USDA 
Climate Adaptation Fellow. Formerly USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
State Soil Scientist for Connecticut and Rhode Island. 

Jacqueline Kowalski, Associate Extension Educator, UConn Extension – Jacqueline 
Kowalski is a UConn Associate Extension Educator with a primary focus on urban 
agriculture. Her work aims to increase agricultural production in Connecticut’s cities. In 
addition to offering an annual Urban Farmer Training Program, her current projects 
include vacant lot activation, a cooperative agreement in collaboration with NRCS to 
provide support for urban agriculture and the development of an urban farmer working 
group with several other partners through the CT-DoAg Specialty Crop Block Grant 
Program. Prior to her current role, she was an Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Extension Educator for Ohio State University Extension and served as the Director of 



 

Horticulture and Agronomy for the Government of the Virgin Islands. Her educational 
background includes a BS from Michigan State University in Horticulture and a MA from 
the University of the Virgin Islands in Education. 

Bill Kraekel, President, Aspetuck Land Trust; Board Member, CLCC – Bill has a strong 
background in leadership within the environmental and civil consulting engineering 
sectors. As President of the Aspetuck Land Trust for the past five years, he has been 
instrumental in guiding its mission and initiatives. His experience as both Chief 
Operations Officer and Chief Financial Officer at a national environmental/civil 
consulting engineering firm demonstrates his expertise in organizational management 
and financial strategy, and he continues to provide valuable insights to its Board of 
Directors. A graduate of Georgetown University, Bill has lived in Easton with his wife 
Eileen for over 30 years. They enjoy spending leisure time at the Jersey Shore, 
reflecting their appreciation for nature and outdoor activities. 

Jason Krumholz, Stewardship Coordinator, Connecticut National Estuarine Research 
Reserve – Dr. Jason Krumholz is an Associate Professor at UConn and the Stewardship 
Coordinator for the Connecticut National Estuarine Research Reserve. He earned his 
Bachelors in Biology from Lawrence University, in Appleton Wisconsin, a Masters in 
Marine Affairs from the University of Rhode Island, and a Ph.D. in Biological 
Oceanography from the Graduate School of Oceanography at the University of Rhode 
Island. Prior to joining the Connecticut Reserve, Dr. Krumholz worked with the NOAA 
Northeast Fisheries Science Center as the Liaison Ecologist to the Long Island Sound 
Study, and as a Senior Marine Scientist with McLaughlin Research Corporation, in 
support of the United States Navy's Mission Environmental Planning and Protection 
Division. 

Robin Ladouceur, Center Director Bent of the River Audubon Center, Audubon CT/NY, 
National Audubon Society – In addition to pursuing degrees in Russian Literature, 
Robin has been a lifelong birder and avid naturalist. Before joining Audubon, Robin 
taught Russian Literature and Language at Yale University, worked as an Assistant Dean 
at the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at Yale, and served on the Board of 
Menunkatuck Audubon Society as the Advocacy Chair. For the past 5 years, Robin has 
helped run a native plant nursery, UrbanScapes, in New Haven’s most underserved 
neighborhood, Newhallville, staffed by paid interns from the community. Since 2022, 
Robin has served as the Center Director at BOTR, where she oversees management of 
700 acres of mixed young and early successional forest, supports the Junior Forest 
Technician program, and supervises urban conservation education and conservation 
programs in Waterbury, CT. 



 

Vince LaFontan, Executive Director, Flanders Nature Center and Land Trust – Vincent 
D. LaFontan serves as Executive Director of Flanders Nature Center & Land Trust, 
bringing decades of leadership in nonprofit administration, education, and community 
programming. A Kent, Connecticut native, he previously directed Farmington Public 
Schools’ nationally recognized Extended Care and Learning programs. With a deep 
passion for conservation, outdoor education, and New England’s agricultural heritage, 
Vincent is dedicated to connecting children, families, and adults with the natural world. 
A U.S. Marine Corps veteran, he holds degrees in Family Studies and Sociology from 
the University of Connecticut and a Master of Health Administration from Western 
Connecticut State University. Vincent is also an accomplished author and editor on best 
practices in after-school education and the author of two children’s books, including 
The Farmhouse Ladybug (2017). His extensive experience in fundraising, program 
development, and community engagement supports his vision of advancing Flanders’ 
mission of environmental education and land stewardship. 

Robert LaFrance, Policy Director, Audubon CT/NY, National Audubon Society – Robert 
LaFrance received his JD from Quinnipiac University School of Law (IOLTA Fellow) and 
BA in Economics and Ecology from the University of Arizona. Formerly the Director of 
Governmental Affairs for the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP), he is currently the Director of Policy (CT) for the National Audubon 
Society, as well as an Adjunct Professor of Law at Quinnipiac School of Law, Member of 
the Habitat Committee of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) 
and an on-going proxy for Governor’s Appointee to the ASMFC. He is an advisor to 
graduate students at the Yale School of the Environment, commissioner (and former 
Vice Chair) of the town of Clinton’s Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission, 
member of DEEP’s Environmental Justice Working Group, member of the Statewide 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) Advisory Committee, member of 
the Financing and Funding Adaptation and Resilience and the Resilient Infrastructure 
and Nature Based Solutions Working Groups of the Governor’s Council on Climate 
Change (GC3), member of the Dean’s Advisory Board of the University of Connecticut’s 
College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Resources, and recently appointed as a 
Member of the Advisory Board of the Connecticut Office of the Conservation Law 
Foundation. 

John Landon, Committee Chair, Salisbury Association Land Trust; Trustee, Salisbury 
Association – John has been involved in land conservation for 18 years after retiring 
from a career in banking and finance. He served for 12 years on the town Inland 
Wetlands Commission. He holds a B.A. in Psychology from the University of Wisconsin 
and an M.B. A. in Finance from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 



 

Honor Lawler, Project Manager, Trust for Public Land – Honor Lawler is based in the 
Connecticut Office of Trust for Public Land, and works on land protection projects in 
Connecticut and Massachusetts. Honor has been with TPL for 7 years, working with 
land trusts, towns, state, and federal acquisitions across New England. She has 
extensive expertise in complex real estate, pulling in multiple public and private 
funding sources for acquisitions, and collaborating with partners and community 
members. Prior to joining the Trust for Public Land, Honor spent several years working 
on farmland preservation for both federal and state agencies in Connecticut and New 
Hampshire. Honor, a graduate of the University of Michigan, lives in West Haven. 

Aaron Lefland, Deputy Director, CLCC – Aaron Lefland joined the Connecticut Land 
Conservation Council in May of 2022 as the organization’s first Deputy Director. In this 
role, he supports CLCC in delivering technical assistance to build land trust capacity 
and sustainability, oversees CLCC’s climate-smart grant programs, and advises on other 
program areas. He also serves on Connecticut’s Forest Stewardship Committee (an 
advisory Committee to the State’s Forest Stewardship Program), and the steering 
committee for the CT Master Woodland Manager program. Aaron is passionate about 
building strong, enduring land trusts that support the needs of their communities. He 
was a co-recipient of the 2023 Linda B. Krause Award for Excellence in Conservation 
Collaboration from CT RC&D for building partnerships with community foundations, 
land trusts, nonprofits, and housing groups to explore opportunities for sustainable and 
affordable housing in Connecticut. Prior to joining CLCC, Aaron spent five years as the 
Executive Director of the New Canaan Land Trust. There, he led the organization to 
many milestones including becoming nationally accredited, ushering in a new strategic 
plan and first-ever strategic conservation plan, and more than doubling household 
membership. His previous work experience includes managing a community forestry 
program and conducting ecological research examining long-term forest dynamics. 
Aaron holds a Master of Forest Science from the Yale School of the Environment, where 
his coursework and research focused on the sustainable management of New England’s 
forests (related publication HERE). He also holds a Bachelor of Science in Biology and 
Environmental Studies from Brandeis University. In his free time, Aaron can be found 
hiking, rock climbing, skiing, swimming, gardening, foraging, or otherwise enjoying the 
great outdoors. 

Qian Lei-Parent, Educator, UConn CLEAR – Qian Lei-Parent is an assistant extension 
educator at the University of Connecticut’s Center for Land Use Education and 
Research with research interests on GIS/remote sensing applications to natural 
resources management. Her current role is to perform geospatial analyses and develop 
web-based mapping tools to support studies and projects relating to land cover, water 
quality, and other environmental issues. 



 

Amanda Limacher, Brownfields Coordinator, Bureau of Water Protection and Land 
Reuse, CT DEEP – From 2008 through 2023, Amanda Limacher worked in the 
Remediation Division of CT DEEP overseeing the investigation and remediation of 
contaminated sites in southwest Connecticut and as a state expert on Environmental 
Use Restrictions. She has been the Brownfields Coordinator since November 2023. 
Amanda manages the CERCLA 128(a) Brownfields Grant Program, awarding 
approximately $750,000 per year to the assessment and cleanup of brownfield sites 
that will be redeveloped as open space for community enjoyment. In coordination with 
the CT Department of Economic and Community Development’s (DECD) Office of 
Remediation and Brownfield Redevelopment (ORBD), Amanda oversees sites in 
Brownfield Liability Relief Programs and works as a liaison between Remediation 
Division’s site project management and brownfields redevelopment stakeholders. Prior 
to working for the State, she was employed as an environmental consultant. Amanda 
graduated from Champlain College with an A.S. in Accounting, UCONN with a B.S. in 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, and University of Hartford with a Paralegal 
Certificate. Amanda grew up in Burlington, Vermont but has lived in Connecticut for 
most of her adult life. She resides in Bolton with her partner, two sons, a stepdaughter, 
and two large self-righteous cats. She loves hiking, cooking, reading, and the beautiful 
chaos of a blended family. 

Rex Linville, Eastern Division Director of Field Programs, Land Trust Alliance – Rex 
Linville is the eastern division director of field programs for the Land Trust Alliance. He 
joined the Alliance in 2022, bringing more than 20 years of experience as a 
conservation practitioner. In 2000, Rex joined Maryland’s Eastern Shore Land 
Conservancy. In 2004, he signed on with the Piedmont Environmental Council in 
Virginia, where he honed his skills as a “front line” land trust representative, building 
relationships with landowners and partner organizations to initiate, manage and close 
deals to conserve more than 70,000 acres of land. Rex served on the board of Virginia 
United Land Trusts, is on the board of the Albemarle Conservation Easement Authority 
and is a seasoned advocate for conservation at the local, state and federal levels. He 
studied finance at Virginia Tech and holds a master’s degree in forestry from Colorado 
State University. 

Amelia Magistrali, Soil Health Associate Extension Educator, UConn Extension – Dr. 
Amelia Magistrali (she/her) is the Associate Extension Educator in Soil Health with 
UConn Extension. Originally from Northwest Connecticut, her work focuses on 
regenerative and agroecological farming systems that improve soil health and support 
essential ecosystem services. Since joining UConn in 2024, she has developed 
statewide programs that advance climate‑resilient soil management for commercial, 
small‑scale, and urban growers. She contributes to multiple Extension and partner 



 

initiatives, including Solid Ground on‑farm consultations, the Master Gardener 
introductory soils curriculum, and the CT Envirothon Soils Station. Her program also 
supports soil testing for farmers and landowners in collaboration with the UConn Soil 
Nutrient Analysis Laboratory. Dr. Magistrali holds a PhD from Newcastle University, 
where she studied the impacts of alternative fertilizers on ancient grain systems. She 
brings more than a decade of experience working with farmer networks to advance 
sustainable agricultural practices. 

Connie Manes, Member, Litchfield Hills Greenprint Collaborative – Connie Manes 
provides organizational consulting services to nonprofit conservation organizations 
throughout the northeast, with a focus on Land Trust Standards & Practices and Land 
Trust Accreditation. She is the Executive Director of the accredited Kent Land Trust, 
and is a member of the Litchfield Hills Greenprint Collaborative, a Regional 
Conservation Partnership of 34 land trusts in northwest Connecticut. Since 2013, she 
has also served as a Circuit Rider for the Land Trust Alliance, providing direct assistance 
to small and all-volunteer land trusts. Connie holds a Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration from Pace University and a Juris Doctorate from New York University 
School of Law. She chairs Kent’s Conservation Commission. In her free time, she can be 
found at the hockey rink with her sons, running or hiking, or searching for critters in 
local streams. 

Steven Marien, Geographic Information Systems Director, The Mohegan Tribe; CT 
Licensed Land Surveyor and Certified Federal Surveyor, Star Surveying, LLC – Steven is 
a Connecticut licensed Land Surveyor, Certified Federal Surveyor, CAD Manager, 
Project Manager and Geographic Information Systems Manager with 30 years of 
experience in the civil engineering, construction and facilities management industries. 
He has particular expertise in the Land Surveying, Historic Research and Boundary 
Determination; Municipal Permitting; Database Management; Geographic Information 
Systems Management; Project Management. His credentials are: Connecticut Land 
Surveyor, License # LSX.70125 (2000); Certified Federal Surveyor, License # 1444 
(2011); Member, Connecticut Association of Land Surveyors; Member, National Society 
for Professional Surveyors (2016). Steven has a Master of Science, Engineering and 
Operations Management, Graduate Certificate in Lean/Six Sigma, Associate of Science 
in Mechanical Engineering, and a Bachelor of Music, Theory and Composition.  

Mirna Martinez, Executive Director, Southeastern Connecticut Community Land Trust – 
Mirna brings 20 years of community advocacy experience to her role as Executive 
Director of the Southeastern Connecticut Community Land Trust. Her background 
includes teaching, serving on the New London Board of Education, and collaborating 
with local nonprofits and coalitions. Passionate about equity and social justice, Mirna is 



 

dedicated to advancing the CLT’s mission of accessible homeownership and 
community land stewardship. She looks forward to building strong relationships and 
fostering open communication to support the organization’s future growth. 

Susan Masino, Volunteer, Old Growth Forest Network – Susan Masino is a Professor of 
Applied Science at Trinity College, a member of the Simsbury Open Space Committee, 
and the Hartford County Coordinator for the Old Growth Forest Network She is a 
co-author on the seminal research paper on proforestation and the 2023 regional 
report titled "Wildlands in New England: Past, Present and Future." 

Lou Memoli, Chair, Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy Brookfield Council – Lou 
Memoli is the former President of Brookfield Open Space Legacy, Inc (BOSLI), a private 
land trust founded in 1965. Lou joined BOSLI as Vice President in 2011 and was 
elected president in 2013. In 2018 BOSLI began the process of merging with 
Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy (NCLC) which, at the time, was Weatinoge 
Heritage Land Trust (WHLT). The merger between BOSLI and WHLT took effect on Oct. 
31, 2019. Lou has been an outdoorsman most of his life with a strong interest in 
ecology and environmental science. Although Lou’s professional career has been in 
healthcare management and medical devices, his interest in the environment never 
waned. Lou holds a bachelor’s degree in biology and master degrees in Health Physics 
and in Health Systems Management. He currently serves as the Chairman of NCLC’s 
Brookfield Advisory Council. 

Elisabeth Moore, Executive Director, Connecticut Farmland Trust – Elisabeth Moore 
has more than twenty years of experience working with landowners, towns, and 
community groups to preserve farmland and significant natural and community 
resources. Since joining the Trust in 2004, CFT has preserved 75 family farms. Prior to 
coming to the Trust, Elisabeth was a project manager with the Trust for Public Land’s 
Connecticut Field Office and worked to preserve family farms in the Catskills of New 
York as part of the City of New York’s landmark $50 million watershed protection 
program. She also managed the Maryland Environmental Trust’s Rural Historic Village 
Protection Program. Elisabeth has an AB from Bowdoin College and a Master’s degree 
in Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She serves on 
the Steering Committee of the Working Lands Alliance and Board of Directors of 
CitySeed and is Vice President of the Board of Directors of the Watershed Fund. 

Bill Moorhead, NDDB Program Botanist, CT DEEP 

Tom Mullin, Founder and Principal, Interpretive Pathways – Tom Mullin is the founder 
and principal of Interpretive Pathways, a consulting firm dedicated to assisting 
land/water conservation organizations in telling their story and mission in a way that 



 

engages the visitor/supporter.  A former professor of Parks and Forest Resources at 
Unity College in Maine, Tom has been the Executive Director of land and water 
conservation non profits, board member of numerous state, regional and national 
conservation organizations and a founder and Fellow of the National Association for 
Interpretation. He has been an invited presenter at over 100 professional conferences 
and workshops. See his full bio by visiting www.interpretivepathways.com 

Tim Myjak, Client Service Manager/Environmental Scientist, EKI Environment & Water, 
Inc. – Tim Myjak is a University of Connecticut Graduate who has focused the past 31 
years of his career on environmental consulting.  A Connecticut Licensed 
Environmental Professional (LEP) working with EKI Environment and Water, Tim 
oversees environmental site assessments and investigations; environmental 
demolition/renovation surveys; building hazard assessments; preparation and oversight 
of remedial action plans; and compliance evaluations with respect to regulatory and 
remediation standards throughout New England and New York, including expert 
witness and litigation experience. Tim has working experience with Grants, Brownfields, 
PFAS, PCBs, Landfills,  and Underground Storage Tanks.  Project work experience 
includes institutional, industrial, not for profit, State, and commercial clients and sites. 
Tim sits on the Board of the Eastern Connecticut Brownfields Land Bank and chairs the 
Environment and Infrastructure Committee with the Middlesex County Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Megan Ng, Undergraduate Student, UConn – Megan Ng (she/her) is a second-year 
student at the University of Connecticut earning a B.S. in Natural Resources. Her 
studies focus on the social, political, and economic dynamics that impact community 
interactions with the environment. As such, she aspires to work alongside communities 
that are historically underrepresented in policy and create nonjudgemental spaces for 
people to learn about their environment. As a Difference Maker Mentor with the 
Natural Resources Conservation Academy, she hopes to contribute to the importance 
of youth mentorship in her steps towards environmental education and collective 
action.  

Faith Novella, Conservation Manager, Earthplace – Faith Novella is a Conservation 
Manager at Earthplace in Westport, Connecticut. In her freetime, she oversees one of 
the two remaining Northern Metalmark butterfly populations in the state with the 
support of the Connecticut Butterfly Association and the Connecticut Botanical Society. 

Chloë Nuñez, Administration and Infrastructure Lead, Ceiba Arbor – Chloë Nuñez is an 
outdoor educator who specializes in urban agriculture and political education for 
high-schoolers. As the first to have moved to CT from the Bronx, she is the 

http://www.interpretivepathways.com


 

administration and infrastructure lead for Ceiba Arbor, as well as part of the core 
grounds crew maintaining our growing fields and all structures.  

Will O'Meara, Farmer, Hungry Reaper Farm; Chairperson, Farmland Preservation 
Advisory Board – Will has been an organic vegetable farmer in New England since 
2011, founding Hungry Reaper Farm in Morris, CT with his wife Jill in 2020. Hungry 
Reaper Farm produces vegetables on 8 acres of leased land for a CSA, farmers 
markets, mutual aid projects, two food hubs, and wholesale accounts. Will's struggles 
to find secure and affordable access to farmland led him to work as the CT Field Agent 
at Land For Good from 2019-2025, assisting farmers with finding land and negotiating 
leases, navigating farm purchases and succession planning, and assessing potential 
conservation options. Will has also been active in both advocacy and public service 
with positions including the board of the New CT Farmer Alliance, the Land Access 
Fellowship with National Young Farmer Coalition, the Working Lands Alliance Steering 
Committee, the Farm Service Agency State Committee, the board of the Morris Land 
Trust, and as the chair of Connecticut's Farmland Preservation Advisory Board. 

Victoria O'Neill, Director of Coastal Resilience, Audubon CT/NY, National Audubon 
Society – Victoria O’Neill is the Director of Coastal Resilience for the National Audubon 
Society’s CT/NY program. Vicky leads Audubon’s efforts to help coastal areas in 
Connecticut and New York deal with sea level rise while conserving and restoring 
natural habitats that support priority birds and benefit coastal communities. She has 
been working in the fields of habitat restoration, land conservation, and environmental 
education and outreach in the Connecticut and New York area for over 18 years. Prior 
to working at Audubon, Vicky worked as a Project Associate at NYC Parks in their 
Natural Resources Group, Natural Areas Manager at Randall’s Island Park Alliance, and 
Long Island Sound Study Habitat Restoration & Stewardship Coordinator for the Long 
Island Sound Partnership at the NYSDEC/NEIWPCC. She received her BS in Biology 
from SUNY Geneseo and her MS in Biology from The College of William & Mary. 

Kathy Orlando, Executive Director for Land Protection, Sheffield Land Trust – Kathy 
Orlando is Executive Director for Land Protection with the Sheffield Land Trust where 
she has worked for over 30 years to conserve the rich agricultural, ecological, historic 
and cultural heritage of the area. As Chair of MLTC's Partner Engagement Committee, 
she convenes quarterly Conservation Partner Meetings. She also serves as land trust 
representative to the Agricultural Lands Preservation Committee of the Massachusetts 
Department of Agricultural Resources. Kathy also serves on a number of town and 
other nonprofit boards including the Berkshire Community Land Trust/Community Land 
Trust in the Southern Berkshires, Berkshire County Farm Bureau, and the Agricultural, 



 

Historical and Housing Commissions for the Town of Sheffield. She received a B.A. 
from Wheaton College and a J.D. from Pace Law School. 

Rachel Palmer, Undergraduate Student, UConn – Rachel Palmer (she/her) is a third-year 
student at the University of Connecticut earning a B.S. in Natural Resources with a 
minor in Geographic Information Sciences. She is passionate about environmental 
conservation, animal rights, and helping others feel connected to the natural world. At 
UConn, Rachel is a Difference Maker Mentor with the NRCA Conservation Ambassador 
Program (CAP). She has enjoyed forming mentor-mentee relationships and helping her 
students build confidence, leadership skills, and environmental awareness. Outside of 
work, Rachel enjoys swimming, making jewelry, and playing field hockey.    

Amy Blaymore Paterson, Executive Director, CLCC – Amy Blaymore Paterson joined 
the Connecticut Land Conservation Council (CLCC) in 2010 as its first Executive 
Director. Working with the CLCC Board of Directors and Advisory Council, Amy 
provides the Connecticut conservation community with technical assistance, training 
and advocacy to further advance permanent land conservation across the state. Before 
joining CLCC, Amy served as a Project Manager for The Trust for Public Land and 
worked for over twenty years as an attorney, concentrating her practice in land 
preservation and environmental protection. 

Sarah Pellegrino, Land Protection Director, The Nature Conservancy – Sarah Pellegrino 
is The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut’s Land Protection and Strategies Manager.  
In this capacity she leads a comprehensive protection program to conserve ecologically 
important areas in Connecticut. Sarah has many years of experience negotiating and 
executing real estate transactions with private landowners, government entities and 
other conservation partners.  Additionally, she works to implement a variety of 
strategies in support of conservation priorities, identifies and secures funding for 
projects, works with public and private entities on community-based and 
policy-oriented tools to achieve conservation, and develops partnerships and maintains 
relationships on behalf of the Conservancy. She holds a Master of Public Administration 
and Environmental Policy from the University of Connecticut and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Environmental Studies from the University of Vermont. 

Diana Plasker, Operations Manager, Audubon CT/NY, National Audubon Society – 
Diana Plasker is an Operations Manager for the National Audubon Society. She 
provides operational leadership to Audubon Connecticut & New York by managing 
programs and processes that support the long-term vision of Audubon’s strategic plan, 
including overall logistical support for the Connecticut In Lieu Fee Program, 
established in 2013. Previously, she worked at Science Friday and Lincoln Center for 
the Performing Arts. 



 

Clayton Potter, Vice President of the Board of Directors, Southeastern Connecticut 
Community Land Trust – Clayton Potter is the first homeowner with the SECT CLT and 
a New London native committed to his community. He supports regional growth 
through several local organizations. Clayton serves as Treasurer of the SECT CLT and 
sits on the seCTer board and its economic development committee. He holds a B.A. 
from Columbia University, an M.P.A. from the University of New Haven, and works for 
the Town of Groton. 

Jamie Pottern, Senior New England Program Manager, American Farmland Trust – 
Jamie Pottern is the Senior New England Program Manager at American Farmland 
Trust. She works across New England to address land access barriers for farmers, 
protect farmland, and provide support to conservation organizations and communities. 
Jamie is the co-author of AFT’s Farms Under Threat: A New England Perspective 
research report, which analyzes threats and opportunities for a more resilient and 
justice-driven agricultural system in New England. Prior to joining AFT, Jamie managed 
the Farm Conservation Program at Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust in north 
central Massachusetts and also served as the Land, Community & Education Director at 
Agrarian Trust. She has volunteered over the years on a diversity of municipal and 
non-profit boards and committees in her community. Jamie holds a Masters in 
Sustainable Landscape Planning & Design from The Conway School, a BA from 
Brandeis University in Environmental Studies and International & Global Studies, and a 
certificate from The Farm School’s Learn to Farm Program. 

Catherine Rawson, Executive Director, Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy – 
Catherine Rawson is the executive director of Northwest Connecticut Land 
Conservancy, board member of the Connecticut Land Conservation Council, 
commissioner of the Land Trust Accreditation Commission, member of the Land Trust 
Alliance Leadership Council, and a steering committee member for the Working Lands 
Alliance. A graduate of Bates College and Vermont Law School, where she studied 
environmental law, Catherine also has a master’s degree in environmental management 
from the Yale School of the Environment. Prior to joining NCLC, she served as an 
assistant attorney general for the State of Connecticut. 

Alex Redfield, Policy Director, Wildlands, Woodlands, Farmlands & Communities – 
Alex Redfield is the Policy Director for Wildlands, Woodlands, Farmlands & 
Communities and serves on the Editorial Board for From the Ground Up. With nearly 
20 years of experience on the farm, in the classroom, and in state government, Alex 
has become a trusted voice in advocating for a just transition of agricultural practice 
and policy in northern New England. He currently serves as the Chair of the Maine 
Organic Farmers and Gardeners’ Association Certification Services board and 



 

coordinates the Northeast Integrated Policy Partnership with colleagues at the 
University of Vermont’s Institute for Agroecology. 

Kate Regan-Loomis, Forester, Great Mountain Forest – Kate grew up exploring the 
woods of New England and is excited to return to steward the forests that first inspired 
her love of the natural world. She earned a bachelor’s degree in International 
Environmental Studies from Kenyon College, after which she spent two years working 
in environmental communications in Chicago, honing her skills in storytelling and 
public engagement. Driven by a desire to deepen her hands-on knowledge of forest 
ecosystems, she went on to earn a Master of Forestry degree from the Yale School of 
the Environment, graduating in Spring 2025. While at Yale, she was a member of the 
Forest Apprenticeship program and co-managed the School’s Christmas tree farm. 

Gail Reynolds, Chair, Haddam Conservation Commission; Officer, Haddam Land Trust; 
Director, Lower CT River Valley – Gail Kalison Reynolds, worked for UConn Extension 
as Master Gardener and Master Composter Coordinator and field researcher of 
biological controls. In addition, she retired from a long career in Information 
Technology. She holds a B.S. in biology from Yale College, a Master of Forest Science 
degree from Yale School of the Environment, and five information security 
certifications. Gail serves as an officer or director for many non-profit organizations, 
including the Haddam Land Trust, the Lower CT River Land Trust, the Haddam 
Conservation Commission, the Haddam Inland Wetland Commission, the Haddam 
Sustainability Committee, the Salmon River Committee, the Lower Connecticut River 
Gateway Commission, the Connecticut Botanical Society, and the Mountain Laurel 
Chapter of Wild Ones.  

Julia Rogers, Conservation Director, Housatonic Valley Association – Julia Rogers is the 
Conservation Director at the Housatonic Valley Association (HVA), where she provides 
organizational and regional leadership for conservation strategy across the Housatonic 
watershed. She holds a B.A. in Biology from Colby College and an M.S. in Natural 
Resources and the Environment from the University of Connecticut. Julia brings nearly 
a decade of experience working with land trusts, with roles in south-central 
Pennsylvania, northeastern Connecticut, and the Hudson Valley of New York that 
supported land protection projects, conservation easement and fee-land stewardship, 
and conservation planning across a range of landscapes. Her background also includes 
applied ecological research on invasive plant species, non-native earthworms, and 
tropical rainforest restoration. At HVA, Julia oversees the full scope of conservation 
programming, including Clean, Cold, & Connected and the Follow the Forest 
initiatives, working closely with partners throughout the region to advance 
collaborative, high-impact conservation efforts focused on habitat connectivity and 



 

addressing the climate crisis. Outside of work, she enjoys whitewater paddling, trail 
running, hiking, and exploring the Housatonic River Valley. 

Domenic Romanello, Associate Director of Conservation and Policy, Maritime 
Aquarium at Norwalk – Domenic Romanello is the Associate Director of Conservation 
and Policy at the Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk where he leads applied research and 
conservation initiatives focused on the habitats and species of Long Island Sound. He 
holds a Ph.D. and M.A. in Biological Anthropology from the University of Texas at 
Austin and a B.S. in Anthropology and Animal Behavior, Ecology, and Conservation 
from Canisius University in Buffalo, New York. 

Joseph Ruggiero, President, Southbury Land Trust – Joe Ruggiero is the current 
President of the Southbury Land Trust and has been since 2019. He was the 2025 
Winner of the Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition’s Marc Taylor Award and the 2016 
Housatonic Valley Association’s River Hero Award in 2016. He is an avid hiker, land 
steward, kayaker, and resident of Southbury, CT for the last 31 years. While he has 
been intimately involved with working on Dog Policy’s for local land trusts, he does not 
currently own a dog. 

Lilian Ruiz, Executive Director, CT Council on Soil and Water Conservation – Executive 
Director of the CT Connecticut Council on Soil and Water Conservation since 2019. In 
this role, she oversees the Council’s administration and manages state and federal 
grants to support conservation efforts. She collaborates with key partners, including CT 
DEEP, the Department of Agriculture, the Natural Resource Conservation Service, and 
non-profits to protect and enhance Connecticut’s land, water, and natural resources. 
Managing Partner of AgriX Consulting since 2017. AgriX supports food and 
agribusiness companies that achieve environmental, social, and economic 
sustainability. Vice Chair of the Conservation Law Foundation Connecticut State 
Advisory Board. Ms. Ruiz holds a M.S. in Agricultural Economics from Cornell University 
and a B.S. in Agricultural Engineering from Universidade de São Paulo, Brazil. Her 
career spans various roles in agricultural research, production, and sustainability. She 
previously served as the Agriculture Director at Danone, a Consultant with Pentant, a 
Partner at the Mentor Group, focusing on agribusiness opportunities in Brazil and the 
U.S., and as a Commodity Analyst and Trader with Louis Dreyfus Commodities (coffee). 
Lilian is fluent in English, Spanish and Portuguese and has working knowledge of 
French. 

Jane Seymour, Wildlife Biologist, CT DEEP – Jane Seymour is a wildlife biologist for the 
CT DEEP’s Wildlife Division, and is the steward of the Belding Wildlife Management 
Area. She manages a variety of wildlife habitats and provides environmental education 
for groups of all ages. 



 

Lisa Shanahan, Board Member, Aspetuck Land Trust – Lisa’s work reflects a deep 
commitment to environmental stewardship and sustainable community development, 
which is highlighted by her longstanding service on the Norwalk Land Trust since 2012, 
her appointment to Norwalk Conservation Commission in 2019, and her election to the 
Norwalk Common Council in November 2019. Lisa served three terms on the Norwalk 
Common Council. As Ordinance Committee Chair on Council for the length of her 
term, Lisa worked closely with Mayor Harry Rilling, and his staff, to bring forward many 
green initiatives, including new ordinances regarding trees, pesticides, Complete 
Streets and leaf blowers, as well as undertaking work to research and advocate for a 
Stormwater Authority for Norwalk. In addition, Lisa sat as chair of the first Sustainability 
Committee on the Council where her committee held stakeholder and public 
workshops and worked closely with staff and consultants to write the first conservation 
plan for Norwalk. Lisa joined the Norwalk Land Trust (NLT) as a board member around 
2012, serving as vice president from 2016-2021, and president from 2021 until this fall 
when the Norwalk Land Trust merged with the Aspetuck Land Trust (ALT), upon whose 
board she now sits. Lisa undertook several interesting initiatives as a member of NLT’s 
board, including a first of its kind urban conservation mapping project in partnership 
with the Hudson to the Housatonic Regional Conservation Partnership (H2H). Lisa grew 
up in Norwalk and Darien. After graduating from Dartmouth College and the University 
of Pennsylvania Law School, Lisa joined the law firm of McDermott Will &amp; Emery in 
Chicago and subsequently moved to The Northern Trust Company. After returning to 
Connecticut in 2006, Lisa served on and held officer or leadership positions on several 
boards, including the Museum of Darien, the Darien Arts Center, Shakespeare on the 
Sound, the Rowayton Library, and the Norwalk Land Trust. 

Joanne Sheehan, Board President, Southeastern Connecticut Community Land Trust – 
Joanne Sheehan is the Board President of the Southeastern Connecticut Community 
Land Trust. Joanne worked with David Bingham of the Salem Land Trust to find a 
property in Salem. The 200 acre farm was divided between the Salem Land Trust and 
Southeastern Connecticut Community Land Trust. She is on the Ground Lease 
Development Team. 

Michael Sikora, Manager of Communications, CLCC – Michael joined CLCC in June of 
2025 as Manager of Communications, after serving for six months in an advisory role. 
Born and raised in New Britain and Winsted, Connecticut, he is excited and inspired to 
return to his home state and join the conservation community to protect the open 
space he used to explore as a young person. Prior joining CLCC, Michael served in 
communications leadership and consulting roles at national and international social 
impact organizations, including the youth development organization JA Worldwide 
(Junior Achievement), nonprofit consulting group Root Cause, impact investment firm 



 

WaterEquity, and national educational service provider BellXcel (formerly BELL – 
Building Educated Leaders for Life). Michael earned his Master of Arts in Media, 
Culture, and Communication from New York University’s Steinhardt School of Culture, 
Education, and Human Development, and a Bachelor of Science in Communication 
from Boston College. He served in the U.S. Peace Corps at the Discovery Bay Marine 
Laboratory on the north shore of Jamaica. In his spare time, Michael exercises his 
creative nature through photography, woodworking, gardening, and travel with his 
partner, her son, and their two dogs, Pepper (AKA Shooba Dooba) and Pepper. Yes, 
they’re both named Pepper. 

Lindsay Suhr, Office Director, Land Acquisition and Management, CT DEEP – Lindsay 
Suhr is the Office Director for the Land Acquisition and Management (LAM) Unit at 
Connecticut DEEP, which is the real estate office of the agency. LAM’s mission is to 
safeguard CT DEEP’s land holdings and expand open space in CT. Staff in this unit 
manage the Green Plan, the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition grant 
program, the Urban Green and Community Garden grant program, the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund program, the Highlands Conservation Act grant program, CT 
DEEP’s acquisition program and the evaluation and administration of land rights by 
third-parties on DEEP property. Lindsay has almost 20 years of experience in the land 
acquisition and conservation field and a degree in Environmental Studies from 
Connecticut College. She worked with the Greenwich Land Trust and the Connecticut 
Forest and Park Association before coming to DEEP in 2020. Lindsay grew up in 
Connecticut and currently resides in south central Connecticut with her husband and 
three young boys. 

David Sutherland, Equity Trainer & Facilitator – During his 30-year tenure as The 
Nature Conservancy’s Director of Government Relations in Connecticut, David worked 
and negotiated with scores of elected officials, corporations, non-profit organizations, 
and agencies to craft policies affecting natural habitats, real estate law, water planning, 
utility rates, tax incentives, and public financing. David was TNC’s lead negotiator for 
several of the largest land conservation projects in Connecticut history, including the 
15,300-acre, $90 million Kelda lands deal. He was the Co-Chair of the Land 
Conservation Coalition for Connecticut, one of CLCC's two precursors, which 
successfully lobbied for over $250 million in state funding for open space conservation. 
David also served as a Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Justice (DEIJ) trainer and leader 
for TNC's Connecticut Chapter and global organization. He was the founding Co-Chair 
of TNC’s first State Chapter Diversity and Inclusion team, co-facilitated three-day DEIJ 
workshops for TNC’s global Engaging Across Difference program; and served as global 
co-lead of TNC’s Men as Allies gender equity initiative. Since 2020, as a Consulting 
Partner with KJR Consulting, David has designed DEIJ workshops, facilitated trainings, 



 

and/or helped integrate DEIJ into organizational planning for various corporate and 
non-profit clients. 

Christian Swanson, Energy & Environmental Programs Coordinator, Connecticut 
Resource Conservation & Development Area (CT RC&D) – Christian Swanson, is 
originally from New Hampshire and attended the University of Connecticut, Storrs 
studying Animal Science with a focus on livestock production and management. Her 
love for agriculture began at a young age in 4-H showing sheep and other small 
livestock. Prior to joining the CT RC&D Christian was the Animal Control Officer for the 
towns of Montville and Salem, CT for 13+ years which gave her a great understanding 
of navigating regulations, statutes, public outreach, and education. Before taking on 
that role, she accrued years of experience running livestock operations, including her 
family farm, Broad Brook Acres, LLC in Preston, CT. They are members of the CT 
chapter of the Farmer Veteran Coalition, CT Farm Bureau, and New CT Farmer 
Alliance. Christian also serves on the Ledyard High School Vocational Agriculture 
Advisory Board and relishes the opportunity to teach the next generation about 
agriculture in Connecticut. 

Shanelle Thevarajah, PhD Student, UConn Natural Resources Conservation Academy – 
Shanelle (she/her) is a second year PhD student at the University of Connecticut within 
the Department of Natural Resources and the Environment. She received a B.A.S. in 
Zoology and Family/Child Studies from the University of Guelph, and a M.S. in 
Environmental Biology from Regis University. Shanelle’s work centers cultivating 
inclusion and belonging in natural resource spaces, with an emphasis on addressing 
barriers faced by historically excluded and underrepresented communities. She has 
gained valuable experience through education, interpretation, and mentoring positions 
at the Denver Zoo and Environment for the Americas (in partnership with the National 
Park Service). Her dissertation research focuses on understanding barriers and 
opportunities to engage in the environmental workforce and the importance of 
mentorship in environmental careers and programs.  

Cyrena Thibodeau, Agriculture Marketing and Inspection Representative, CT 
Department of Agriculture – Cyrena works at the Connecticut Department of 
Agriculture on CT Farmlink, several food access and food system infrastructure grant 
programs as well as beginning and BIPOC farmer outreach and co-coordinating the 
state food policy council. 

Suzanne Treyger, Senior Forest Program Manager, Audubon CT/NY, National Audubon 
Society – Suzanne Treyger is the Senior Forest Program Manager for Audubon 
Connecticut and New York, where she leads strategic forest bird conservation initiatives 
across both states. In this role, she collaborates with a variety of partners to enhance 



 

and protect critical forest habitats, and delivers technical guidance and educational 
programming to landowners, land managers, and conservation professionals. Suzanne 
has more than 20 years of experience in bird conservation, and is the lead author of 
two comprehensive, science-based guides on forest bird habitat management. Her 
career includes roles with New Jersey Audubon, the Smithsonian Environmental 
Research Center, New Hampshire Fish and Game's Nongame and Endangered Species 
Program, and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Suzanne holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Wildlife Management from the University of New Hampshire and a Master of Science in 
Forest and Natural Resources Management from the State University of New York 
College of Environmental Science and Forestry. 

Laura Urban, Graduate Student, UConn – Ms. Laura Urban, a graduate student at the 
University of Connecticut (UConn) in the Department of Plant Science and Landscape 
Architecture with a focus on geospatial analysis of plant systems in the Northeast. As 
part of her involvement in the regional USDA Hatch grant and the National Needs 
Fellowship, she developed a geoprocessing toolbox that integrates high-resolution 
land cover data, habitat suitability rankings, pollinator foraging distances, and 
connectivity analyses to provide a comprehensive evaluation of pollinator habitats 
along transportation corridors. Under the advisement of Dr. Julia Kuzovkina is a 
Professor in the Department of Plant Science and Landscape Architecture at UConn. 
She specializes in restoration ecology and has led numerous projects focused on 
establishing native plant communities. Notably, she directed two initiatives funded by 
the New England Transportation Consortium aimed at promoting the use of native 
vegetation along roadsides throughout the region. 

Andrea Urbano, Supervising Forester, Private & Municipal Lands, CT DEEP – Andrea 
Urbano is a forester and supervises the CT DEEP Forestry Division’s Private and 
Municipal Lands Unit. As such, she manages Connecticut’s Forest Stewardship (i.e., 
Service Forestry) and Urban Forestry Programs. Through her work with CT DEEP and 
several stakeholder partnerships, she develops and implements programs that educate 
and empower private and municipal woodland owners statewide to steward their lands. 
She has a Master of Science in carbon forestry, and she serves on a land trust in her 
hometown. 

Mary Walsh, Stewardship Specialist, Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy – Mary 
Walsh is the stewardship specialist for the Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy 
(NCLC), where she oversees the on-the-ground and remote monitoring program for 
more than 560 properties spanning over 14,000 acres. She manages mapping and 
spatial analysis for the organization, using GIS to monitor land, assess potential 
acquisitions, evaluate violations, and map property boundaries. Mary serves as a liaison 



 

to over 200 conservation easement landowners, building relationships to foster support 
for conservation and proper land stewardship. Prior to joining NCLC, she worked for 
Westchester Land Trust, where she strengthened her expertise in easement monitoring, 
landowner outreach, and GIS. Mary has led webinars on topics including remote 
monitoring and landowner engagement. Mary earned her BS in geology with a 
concentration in environmental geoscience from the State University of New York at 
New Paltz. 

Dr. Elisabeth Ward, Assistant Agricultural Scientist II, Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station – Dr. Elisabeth Ward is a Forest Ecosystem Ecologist and the 
Connecticut Forest Health Program Coordinator. She works in the Department of 
Environmental Science and Forestry at The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station 
where she leads a research program focused on improving the health and ecological 
functioning of forests across the state. She received her B.S. in Biology from Brown 
University and her M.S. and Ph.D. from The Forest School at the Yale School of the 
Environment. Her current work explores how changes in aboveground-belowground 
linkages caused by forest disturbances and other factors of global change mediate 
shifts in plant community composition, forest development, and carbon dynamics. 

Jocelyn Weir, Executive Director, Connecticut Resource Conservation & Development 
Area (CT RC&D) – Jocelyn Weir graduated from the University of Southern Maine with 
a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science and Minors in Biology and Nature 
Tourism. Her career in conservation has included work in the Maine Forest Service 
Insect and Disease Laboratory, onboard commercial fishing vessels as a NOAA At-Sea 
Monitor, as the District Manager for the Androscoggin Valley Soil and Water 
Conservation District, and as the Executive Director of The Watch Hill Conservancy. 
Now, as the Executive Director of the Connecticut Resource Conservation and 
Development Area, she focuses her efforts on building strong community partnerships 
that increase conservation and agricultural programs around Connecticut. 

Emily Wilson, UConn Extension Educator, UConn CLEAR – Emily H. Wilson is a 
geospatial Extension Educator at the University of Connecticut’s (UConn) Center for 
Land Use Education and Research (CLEAR) and UConn Extension. Emily works on many 
projects that connect geospatial technology and maps to water, land, and climate. She 
also works to make maps and geographic information accessible to all. 

Sarah Woods, Invasive Plant Species and Ecosystem Restoration Specialist, Swamp 
Yankee Earthcare 

Thomas Worthley, Extension Professor, UConn – Dr. Tom Worthley is Extension 
Professor of Forestry at UConn and has a career spanning 40 years with industry, 



 

consulting, and academia, and is responsible for many professional publications. Over 
the years, he has been the recipient of numerous awards and honors. He is a member 
of the Haddam Land Trust and serves on the Haddam Conservation and Wetland 
Commissions. Tom's professional philosophy is founded in the notion that if woodland 
owners can derive pleasure, benefit and satisfaction from their woodlands, then the 
forest resource is at a lower risk of being converted to something different. 

Jeff Wu, Student, Norwich Free Academy; Environmental Scientist 

Mike Zarfos, Executive Director, Great Mountain Forest – Mike grew up in the woods 
of southern Connecticut in the town of Deep River and served on the board of his 
hometown land trust for 10 years. Mike has led research teams studying bird and plant 
communities on seabird islands in the Gulf of Maine with National Audubon, in the salt 
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