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The Lower Connecticut River and Coastal Region is one of the most fruitful and attractive natural systems in the temperate world. Ocean frontage,  

rich fresh and saltwater wetlands, fertile fields, productive forests, trap rock ridges, and cedar swamps all gather here around the final watersheds of  

the Connecticut, one of the continent’s great rivers. Unlike nearly all the other major river mouths on the planet, the lower Connecticut culminates in  

Long Island Sound through a largely unspoiled natural landscape that still retains most of its inherent integrity and its function as an intact ecosystem. 

Chester, Connecticut is a town located on the west side of the Connecticut River. Formed  

from the northern quarter of Saybrook, it was founded in 1836, and is the site of an old river ferry that has operated since  

1769. The Chester Land Trust is a volunteer-driven conservation organization whose mission is to preserve open space and 

responsibly steward the properties that it has protected. The Trust presently owns ten preserves in fee and holds three 

conservation easements; the majority of these include frontage on local watercourses, 

including Chester Creek, Great Brook, Pattaconk Brook, and a recent acquisition on the 

Connecticut River. 

The Trust is led by a dedicated group of volunteers who not only work actively to  

preserve and steward land, but also organize outdoor activities for the benefit of outdoor 

enthusiasts. These include walking programs, such as the recent Women’s Walk, and a 

program called Huckleberry Adventures, engaging young people in the construction of 

creative rafts made of recycled materials and their deployment on local waterways. These and 

other activities, including nature walks and birdwatching, have attracted the enthusiastic 

involvement of local residents. 

The Trust continues to work actively with local landowners and volunteers who seek to 

identify and protect the conservation heritage of the town of Chester. The group invites local 

residents and visitors to join them in this vital and rewarding work.  

For further information, please contact us: 

PO Box  82  •  Chester, CT  06412  •  (860) 526-5920  •  CLT@chesterlandtrust.org  •  chesterlandtrust.org  
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