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INTRODUCTION

Executive Order 14072 - April 22, 2022

= Strengthening the Nation’s Forests, Communities, and Local Economies

Proposed Action - December 20, 2023

= amend all land management plans for units of the National Forest System (128 plans in total) to include
consistent direction to conserve and steward existing and recruit future old-growth forest conditions and to
monitor their condition across planning areas of the National Forest System

Presidential Action — January 20, 2025
* INITIAL RESCISSIONS OF HARMFUL EXECUTIVE ORDERS AND ACTIONS

Presidential Action — March 1, 2025

* Immediate Expansion of American Timber Production

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/24/2025



BACKGROUND — EO 14072
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EO 14072

Summary
= Discusses importance of forests to the nation, including many different benefits

- Establishes directive to conserve, restore, reforest, and manage forests nationally and globally
= Earmarks funds to do this

= Outlines management objectives

= Manage forests to “promote their continued health and resilience; retain and enhance carbon storage; conserve biodiversity;
mitigate the risk of wildfires; enhance climate resilience; enable subsistence and cultural uses; provide outdoor recreational
opportunities; and promote sustainable local economic development”

= Wildfire mitigation
= Define and inventory old-growth and mature forests
* Implement specific management to conserve and protect identified old-growth

- Combating deforestation and aiding in restoration on a global scale

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/24/2025



EO 14072

National Implications

" Nationwide definition could eliminate
discrepancies

* Could also complicate the narrative and
inhibit sustainable forestry

* Funding for many important directives
= Wildfire mitigation

* Climate-smart forestry all over the
country

* Economic opportunities

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

New sawmill to start processing Caldor Fire salvage logs from

Sierra-at-Tahoe

News | Aug 17, 2022

Tribiife ~ Staff Report
action  editor@tahoedailytribune.com

Logs are arranged on a site behind Carson Valley Plaza in northern Douglas County.
Provided/Record Courier
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EO 14072

USDA Forest Service -
—_‘ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE .

April 2023 | FS-1215a

Mature and Old-Growth Forests:
Definition, Identification, and Initial
Inventory on Lands Managed by
the Forest Service and Bureau of
Land Management

Fulfillment of Executive Order 14072, Section 2(b)

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

“Old-growth forests are dynamic systems distinguished by old
trees and related structural attributes. Old growth encompasses
the later stages of stand development that typically differ from
earlier stages in a variety of characteristics, which may include tree
size, accumulations of large dead woody material, number of
canopy layers, species composition, and ecosystem function
(USDA Forest Service 1989).

In addition to their ecological attributes, old-growth forests are
distinguished by their ecosystem services and social, cultural, and
economic values. Old-growth forests have place-based meanings
tied to cultural identity and heritage; local economies and ways of
life; traditional and subsistence uses; aesthetic, spiritual, and
recreational experiences; and Tribal and Indigenous histories,
cultures, and practices. Dialogue with stakeholders and Tribal
Nations and integration of local and Indigenous Knowledge3 with
evolving scientific understanding are critical in identifying and
stewarding old-growth forests.”

3/24/2025



EO 14072

USDA Forest Service -
—_‘ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE .

April 2023 | FS-1215a

Mature and Old-Growth Forests:
Definition, Identification, and Initial
Inventory on Lands Managed by
the Forest Service and Bureau of
Land Management

Fulfillment of Executive Order 14072, Section 2(b)

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

“Mature forests are delineated ecologically as the stage of forest
development immediately before old growth. Mature forests exhibit
structural characteristics that are lacking in earlier stages of forest
development and may contain some but not all the structural attributes in
old-growth forests. The mature stage of stand development generally
begins when a forest stand moves beyond self-thinning, starts to diversify in
height and structure, and/or the understory begins to reinitiate. Structural
characteristics that mark the transition from an immature to mature forest
are unique to each forest type; they may include but are not limited to
abundance of large trees, large tree stem diameter, stem diameter diversity,
horizontal canopy openings or patchiness, aboveground biomass
accumulation, stand height, presence of standing and/or downed boles,
vertical canopy layers, or a combination of these attributes.

Mature forests vary widely in character with age, geographic location,
climate, site productivity, relative sense of awe, characteristic disturbance
regime, and the values people attribute to or receive from them. Dialogue
with stakeholders and Tribal Nations and integration of local and Indigenous
Knowledge with evolving scientific understanding are critical in effectively
managing mature forests.”

3/24/2025



EO 14072 Old-Growth Forests

Forests that were never directly affected by intensive human
land use, such as the uses implemented by Europeans.

Second-Growth Forests

Forests that are not old growth; these are forests that established and grew following intensive
human land use. Second-growth forests are not age specific, and can be classified into one of

three categories:

Young Forest Maturing Forest Old Forest

A second-growth forest that A second-growth forest that A second-growth forest that
is dominated by a mix of does not have young forest exhibits a critical mass of old-
shrubs, tree seedlings, tree utility or old-forest growth characteristics. Old-
saplings, and herbaceous characteristics. Maturing growth characteristics may be
plant cover. Young forests are  forests are in between achieved through both passive
approximately 0-20 yrs old. young and old forests. and active management.

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/24/2025



EO 14072

Table 1.—MNational total area (acres) of mature and old-growth forest land® on Forest Service and Data covers ~23% Of N atlon’S fo reSt|a nd

BLM lands, shown by Congressionally designated land use allocations. "Other” category includes
all remaining land use allocations.

Agoncy & LanaUse | Younger [Younger [ e o T o T\ T [ Total Forest Over 32 million acres of old growth forest
Allocation ACres SE%" acres SE%" acres SE%" acres
Forest Service 52,505,613 1| 24,400,019 1| 67,413,361 1| 144,318,993 ~18% of Forest Se rvice/B LM land is old
Wilderness® 9,937,704 2| 4,194,748 3| 9335433 2| 23467885 growth
Inventoried Roadless Area| 12,004,84 2| 9,116,931 2 | 18,076,595 2| 37288373
National Monument 243 552 15 88,470 26| 2129017 15 544,938
Other 30,229,50 1| 10,099,871 2 [ 41,788,417 1| 83.017,797
BLM 13,212,751 2| 8,258,370 3 [ 12,698,776 2| 34,169,897
Wilderness 589,153 10| 494,901 11| 495233 11 1,579,287
Wilderness Study Area | 1,111,718 7| 1,231502 7| 982,506 8| 3325816
Natlonal Conservatian 575,959 10| 837732 8| 727802 9| 2141492
Lands®
Other 10,935,92 2| 5694145 4 [ 10,493,235 3| 27123302
Total BLM & Forest Service| 65,718,364 1| 32,658,390 180,112,137 1| 178,488,890

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/24/2025



Classification ~ Old-Growth Bl Mature | Non-MOG

ature manl 'n“d'“[ [
EO ° Alder ' maple - - I E% | acres
- Aspen / birch - - - [ PP —
California mixed conifer - - Y
Douglas-fir - - - 84,
Eim / ash / cottonwood - I 4 | sassaiz
Exotic softwoods - - R
IN M Fir/ spruce s mountain hemlock - - - 2 | 21963579
Hemlock / Sitka spruce - - [ 9 705,896
Mor Loblolly / shortleaf pine - - - o 2227
Lodgepole pine - - I YT
grou g Longleaf / slash pine - - - ’
Maple / beech / birch - - [
M g Nonstocked - - [, o | o0ees
ore % Oak / gum / cypress - - [ 3 | 3474155
i a Oak / hickory - - - 3 | 11,301,082
pInye = Oak / pine - - | 7 | 1201424
redw w Other eastern softwoods - [
g Other hardwoods - - [ 2
o Other western softwoods - - [ e ? 547,399
w Pinyon / juniper - - 2 | 8728928
Ponderosa pine - - [ s | 1e79.201
Redwood - - [
spruce / fir - - o e
Tanoak / laurel - - [ PP
Tropical hardwoods - - -
Western larch - - [ 5| 507039
Western oak - [ T oo
Western white pine - - IR 142
White / red / jack pine - - [
Woodland hardwoods - - [ 2 | 124m.520
1 [ [ i [ 65 21,695
0.00 0.25 0.50 0.75 1.00
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EO 14072

USDA Forest Service
_‘ U.5. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

<1/ Bureauofland Management
U.5. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FS-1215c | June 2024

Summary Report of the

Mature and Old Growth

Mature and Old-Growth Forests:
Analysis of Threats on Lands

Managed by the Forest Service and : ol

Bureau of Land Management WashinglonyDC - S e

2 5 March 4-6, 2024 (-T* % FORESTERS

in Fulfillment of Section 2(c)
of Executive Order No. 14072

Science Summit

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmen tal Protection 3/24/2025



EO 14072
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EO 14072
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EO 14072

Historical (1970-1999)
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EO 14072
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Figure 18.—Net changes (and 95-percent confidence intervals) in area of mature and old-growth forests that
experienced tree cutting disturbance over an average of 9 years based on remeasured FIA plots (mostly 2000 and
2010%s). Percentages represent net change by severity class and asterisks (") indicate statistically significant net

changes.
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Condition Indicators

EO 14072
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PROPOSED ACTION - DECEMBER 20, 2023

“amend all land management plans for units of the National Forest System (128 plans in total)
to include consistent direction to conserve and steward existing and recruit future old-growth
forest conditions and to monitor their condition across planning areas of the National Forest

System”
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CONCURRENT ACTIONS

Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act Inflation Reduction Act

TITLE VIII--NATURAL RESOURCES-RELATED TITLE II--COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
INFRASTRUCTURE, WILDFIRE MANAGEMENT, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY

AND ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION :
Subtitle D—Forestry

TITLE II—REFORESTATION * The act also provides funding to USDA for public and
* Repairing Existing Public Land by Adding Necessary private forests.
Trees Act or the REPLANT Act = Specifically, the act provides funding for the National Forest System,
including funding for forest restoration, wildfire prevention,
TITLE VI--DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR environmental reviews, and related activities.
I o °

ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES * Further, the act provides fund.mg to USDA for.grant

- _ _ o programs under the Cooperative Forestry Assistance
" In addition, the title provides appropriations to the Act of 1978 to

Forest Service for

* Forest and Rangeland Research,

= carry out climate mitigation or forest resilience practices,

= support the participation of underserved forest landowners in
* State and Private Forestry, emerging private markets for climate mitigation or forest resilience,

* the National Forest System, * support the participation of forest landowners who own less than
2,500 acres of forest land in emerging private markets for climate

* Capital Improvement and Maintenance, and e "
mitigation or forest resilience, and

= Wildland Fire Management. o o
* support states and other entities in providing payments to owners
of private forest land for the implementation of carbon

sequestration and storage practices.

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/24/2025



PRESIDENTIAL ACTION — JANUARY 20, 2025

" ‘
INITIAL RESCISSIONS OF HARMFUL ‘e | \
EXECUTIVE ORDERS AND ACTIONS ' ‘
= Executive Order 14052 of November 15,
2021 (Implementation of the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act).

= EO 14072 rescinded

= Executive Order 14082 of September 12,
2022 (Implementation of the Energy and
Infrastructure Provisions of the Inflation
Reduction Act of 2022).

- LI L
The oldest known western juniper, near 1,650 years, in
central Oregon (Photo by Rick Miller, Oregon State

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection University) 3/24/2025



PRESIDENTIAL ACTION — MARCH 1, 2025

Immediate Expansion of American Timber Production
= Identifies issues in domestic timber production
= Blames heavy-handed federal policies

Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture shall:

= “issue new or updated guidance regarding tools to facilitate increased timber production and sound forest
management, reduce time to deliver timber, and decrease timber supply uncertainty”

= “complete a strategy on USFS and BLM forest management projects under section 7 of the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1536) to improve the speed of approving forestry projects”

= “submit to the President [...] a plan that sets a target for the annual amount of timber per year to be offered for
sale over the next 4 years”

= “complete the Whitebark Pine Rangewide Programmatic Consultation”

= “adopt categorical exclusions administratively established by other agencies to comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act and reduce unnecessarily lengthy processes and associated costs related to
administrative approvals for timber production, forest management, and wildfire risk reduction treatments”

= “establish a new categorical exclusion for timber thinning and re-establish a categorical exclusion for timber
salvage activities”

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/24/2025



PRESIDENTIAL ACTION — MARCH 1, 2025

Analysis

" Harvest levels already set by
management plans

" Federal staffing limited

= Workforce and processing capacity
limited

= Market manipulation
* Federal timber floods domestic market
= Decrease stumpage value

Old-growth stand on Bitterroot National Forest, Montana. USDA Forest Service photo by Shelagh Fox

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/24/2025



Acres (millions)

Figure 29.—Mill processing capacity overlayed with potential threats from fire deficit, fire threat, and insect/
disease at the fireshed level for firesheds containing mature and old-growth forest managed by the Forest Service
and BLM. Mill capacity was a sum of total volume within the fireshed, plus a 50km buffer. Very low= 0-6, 250 MCF
(1,000 cubic feet); low= 6,251-18,000 MCF; moderate= 18,001-33,750 MCF; high= 33,751-61,750 MCF; very high=
Connecticut Department of Energ}&Yén]\'/i-r%r%nl\é%gaﬁ I!'rq(gch'tion 3/24/2025



FOR MORE INFORMATION



https://evergreenmagazine.com/content/files/2024/06/MOG-threat-analysis.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/378709475_Mature_and_Old-Growth_Forests_Definition_Identification_and_Initial_Inventory_on_Lands_Managed_by_the_Forest_Service_and_Bureau_of_Land_Management
https://nafsr.org/committies/restoration/MOG%20Science%20Summit%20Final%20Report%202024.pdf

A FORESTRY PARADOX

Most People:
Environmentalism
Conservation
Businesses
Special Interest: Industry Special Interest:
Exploitative Extration Professionals End All Timber
Recreation
Research
Regulators
Etc.

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/24/2025
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