
Contributing Merlin Audio Identifications to 
the eBird Database

"...records without recordings that only use “Merlin Sound ID” as the
details should not be accepted."

To ensure that your audio identifications in Merlin are correct you should take a few minutes to 
research your audio recordings using a variety of tools before submitting your data.

Example #1 - Golden-crowned Kinglet - Recording in Merlin but no photo of bird observed

You record what Merlin tells you is a Golden-crowned Kinglet (GCKI)  but you do not see the bird nor 
have a camera to take a picture if you do see it.  What should you do with your observation?

a) When you get home do an internet search for your Golden-crowned Kinglet.  Cornell’s All About Birds 
is a terrific site.

b) Select the Sounds Tab 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Golden-crowned_Kinglet/id


c) In the Sounds Tab, listen to the recordings of GCKI.  Does it sound like your recording?

d) If so, scroll until you see Listen to more sound of this species from the ML archive. 

e) See if you can find a spectrogram that looks like the spectrogram image your recorded. If it does, and 
it sounds similar to your recording, submit your data into eBird and indicate in your notes that you 
compared your recording in Merlin with those in the Macaulay Library 



Example #2 - Brown Thrasher- Recording in Merlin  & photo of bird observed

You record what Merlin tells you is a Brown Thrasher (BRTH), which is a species of Special Concern 
in the state of Connecticut.  You locate the bird and are able to take a picture of the bird.  What should 
you do with your observation?

a) When you get home do an internet search for your Brown Thrasher Cornell’s All About Birds is a 
terrific site.

b) Select the Sounds Tab 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Brown_Thrasher/overview


You record what Merlin tells you is a Brown Thrasher (BRTH), which is a species of Special Concern 
in the state of Connecticut.  You locate the bird and are able to take a picture of the bird.  What 
should you do with your observation?

a) When you get home do an internet search for your Brown Thrasher. Cornell’s All About Birds is a 
terrific site.

b) Select the Sounds Tab 

c) In the Sounds Tab, listen to the recordings of BRTH.  Does it sound like your recording?

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Brown_Thrasher/overview


e) Since you actually have a picture of the bird singing there is no need to find a similar spectrogram 
from Macaulay Library.  Submit your data into eBird  (audio and photos)and indicate in your notes that 
you confirmed your recording in Merlin with a photo of the bird singing.
 


