
Installing & Using Cornell’s 
Merlin Bird ID App

Merlin

“Merlin Bird ID App  is an 
online app  by the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology.  The app makes it 
easy to to help people find the 
answer to “what’s that bird? by 
answering just a few simple 
questions.” Merlin can also 
identify birds heard in the field 
and from photographs.



Installing Merlin Bird ID App on your SMARTPHONE 
Step 1: Set Up Merlin on Your Smartphone
Download the Merlin Bird ID app to your smartphone.

Step 2: Open Merlin and install a Bird Pack for your Region 

Open the Merlin ID app. Each Bird Pack provides a field guide to the birds of the region with photos, sounds, and helpful ID text for bird species 
in the region. Merlin will tag the best pack for your current location as Recommended.

Merlin Link

First learn 
to ID 

Birds!

https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/


Using Merlin Bird ID App 
Step 3: Watch these videos to help you use Merlin to ID birds by Sight, Sound, or 
Photo

What’s that Bird? Merlin Bird ID Can Tell you          Merlin ID Demo from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology                 Explore Merlin Bird ID App - eBird Essentials

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nd5J1xrk5Lk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmSUOLxyatY&t=96s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1C-Q-z_np0


NOW…PRACTICE 
USING MERLIN TO 

IDENTIFY THE BIRDS 
ON THE NEXT FEW 
PAGES BY EITHER 

KEY COLORS, 
PHOTOS OR SOUNDS 



Open Merlin and select “Start Bird ID”. Input these observations:

Merlin ID Practice - “Start Bird ID” 

Where: Kent, CT Date: May 2nd

Size: between sparrow and a robin

Color: (select 1 to 3 colors)
Blue, Orange, White

Was the Bird?  in trees or bushes

Where: Kent, CT Date: May 2nd

Size: goose-sized or larger

Color: (select 1 to 3 colors)
Blue, Gray, White

Was the Bird? swimming or wading

Where: Kent, CT Date: May 2nd

Size:  between sparrow and a robin

Color: (select 1 to 3 colors)
Blue & Black

Was the Bird? in trees or bushes

Where: Kent, CT Date: May 2nd

Size:  between sparrow and a robin

Color: (select 1 to 3 colors)
Red & Black

Was the Bird?  in trees or bushes



Open Merlin and select “Photo ID”. Follow directions on screen and input data below:

Merlin ID Practice - “Photo ID” 

Where: Kent, CT Date: May 2nd Where: Kent, CT Date: May 2nd Where: Kent, CT Date: May 2nd Where: Kent, CT Date: May 2nd



Open Merlin and select  “Sound ID”..Open the sound link file on your computer then press record button on 
phone.  Pre

Merlin ID Practice - “Sound ID” 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/gu
ide/Eastern_Bluebird/sounds

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/gu
ide/Great_Blue_Heron/sounds

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/gu
ide/Scarlet_Tanager/sounds

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/gu
ide/Indigo_Bunting/sounds

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Eastern_Bluebird/sounds
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Eastern_Bluebird/sounds
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Great_Blue_Heron/sounds
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Great_Blue_Heron/sounds
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Scarlet_Tanager/sounds
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Scarlet_Tanager/sounds
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Indigo_Bunting/sounds
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Indigo_Bunting/sounds


How to Rename a Merlin Sound File

If you have a rare or 
unusual bird you will need 
to send your sound file to 
Ms. Doss to confirm that 
you did indeed find this 
species



IMPORTANT!! Using Merlin as A Tool!
● Merlin Bird ID App is a tool to help you improve your bird 

identification skills by sight and sound.  It does a really good job 
identifying birds via key questions and using the “Photo ID”

● However, when using the “Sound ID”  feature, Merlin Bird ID App is 
a resource that helps to suggest bird species it is detecting.  It is not 
always accurate and needs further verification by sighting the bird; 
your familiarity with bird songs/calls, and/or comparison of 
spectrograms of the bird sounds with known references.  

● A species should not be entered into eBird solely on the basis of 
sounds picked up by the Merlin Bird ID App.  Many species can 
imitate the call of other species and/or users may have the wrong 
region selected. ONLY ENTER INTO eBird IF YOU CAN CONFIRM 
THE SONG/CALL OF THE SPECIES INDEPENDENTLY OF Merlin.

● Be sure to download the correct bird packs for your region to improve 
Merlin’s chance of suggesting the correct species for your your 
region.

Use with 
caution!



paper

Add your Merlin Observations to PAPER 
eBird Generated Checklists

Checklists are found in the box of supplies given to your class faculty.

Note: Rare Species cannot be counted without a picture or audio file.

Checklists for 
the four focal 
preserves can 
be found at 
the Kent 
Memorial 
Library and in 
the loaner 
backpacks.
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After each stop tally 
the birds you saw 
and heard



❏ At the trail start you will make a 1 minute sound observation using Merlin.  You will also look to see if 
you can physically see any bird species.

❏ Record your observations onto your group’s paper checklist with a tally mark
/_____American Robin.  Be sure to fill in the information on the front of the checklist as well as your 
trail name and names of observers in your group.

❏ After every five minutes of walking you will stop and record another set of bird observations by sight 
and sound using Merlin.   If you hear a bird you heard before at an earlier stop  add a second tally 
on your checklist.  For example, if you detect another American Robin you will then add a second 
tally mark.  //_____American Robin.  This means that you have heard at least two American Robins 
during your walk so far.

❏ At least one person in your group will have the eBird App installed.  At the end of the trail the 
checklist people will give their data to the eBird folks.


