
• Why does your 
land trust care?

• How does climate 
change relate to 
your mission?

• How would I know?



• What’s In it For Me

• Feel, Do, and/or Remember

• People I Trust = 

Communication Impact and Change

Solution-Based Communications

Understand Your End-Game



"Our biggest problem isn't skeptics who perpetuate 
the idea that science is somehow optional or a 
matter of opinion—it's that when it comes to 
supporting climate action, the urgency just isn't 
there for many of us...”
— Katharine Hayhoe, Climate Scientist, Communicator, Evangelical Christian





Trends:
Estimated % of adults who think global warming is happening on a 
national level (67%), 2019 [spring data]

https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/



But how do we talk about it?

What do we talk about?
We want to inspire action to slow climate change down…

• Natural climate 

solutions = 21%* 

• Renewables = 79%

• Connect the dots

• Inspire greater action

• Provide reliable information

• Share stories from people who 

see it “real time”

• Build trust in scientists

• Make this a community issue 

and less of a political issue





"Talk about values that we share, 

connect the dots to how that matters to 

climate and how that affects us — and 

then talk about positive solutions that 

we can get on board with that make our 

lives better.“ –Katharine Hayhoe

August 19, 2019



What can land trusts do to talk about climate change? 



Connect the dots to what people care about, and actions they can take















Principles of Climate Change 
Communication

• Put yourself in your audiences’ shoes

• Channel the power of groups

• Emphasize solutions and benefits

• Bring climate impacts close to home

• Connect climate change to issues that matter 
to your audience

• Facts augment connections

• Conversations and community building

• HOPE and ACTION

http://www.connectingonclimate.org/


