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Land Conservation Council

The CIA is Critical to the Land Conservation Community

The CIA is the only consistent source of funding for the state’s Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant
Program (OSWA) — the state’s matching grant program for land trusts, municipalities and water companies seeking to
conserve open space. It is also the only source of funding for the Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection’s Urban Green and Community Garden Program — providing grants to targeted and distressed
communities for the development and enhancement of community gardens and greenspaces.

FAST FACTS:

e The CIA has leveraged millions in private and public dollars, creating jobs and preserving and reinvesting in
Connecticut’s rich natural character.

e Through a $40 surcharge on local land recording, the CIA has funded over 1,400 projects with $152
million invested, benefiting almost every community in Connecticut.

e The CIA fund enhances the land conservation community's ability to protect land and to help the state
meet its open space and climate mitigation goals. The CIA generates roughly $22 million annually, with
funds supporting land conservation, farmland preservation and dairy, affordable housing development,
and the revitalization of historic buildings.

e Investment in open space adds immeasurably to the quality of life of Connecticut residents and
enhances local real property values.

A FUND AT RISK:

Despite the success of the program, the CIA fund is a constant target for raiding to close budget gaps. The
continual sweeps of the CIA fund undermines the administration, function, and viability of the OSWA program,
dealing a serious blow to the land conservation community’s ability to protect land and meet state open space
goals.

Recent threats include:

e 2016: The CIA fund was targeted for diversion to the General Fund, resulting in a 50% cut to the fund for
the following two fiscal years.

e 2017-2018: State budget included a $5-million sweep of the CIA account over a two-year period.

e 2019: Proposal to move the CIA account into the General Fund was rejected, but $1.5 million was
diverted from the fund, adversely impacting programs supporting open space, farmland, historic
preservation, and affordable housing.

Support the CIA

Join us for our Conservation Conversations
CLCC’s annual summer event series bringing you conservation success stories made possible by the Connecticut
Department of Energy & Environmental Protection’s Open Space & Watershed Land Acquisition Program



(OSWA) and Urban Green and Community Garden Program - funded by the Community Investment Act - and
other state, federal, and local investments

Checkout are previous Conservation Conversations >>

Hosted by local land trusts and other conservation partners, participants get a chance to visit beautiful natural
spaces such as preserves, farms, and community gardens together with land trust members, state legislators,
and local leaders. This is a wonderful opportunity to discuss state, regional, and local conservation priorities
while enjoying a tour of these amazing places.

Share Your Success Stories!

Check out these websites:

CT Community Invest Act

Funding in Your Community

CIA Projects Map
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27 Washington Street The Connecticut Land Conservation Council advocates for land

Middletown. CT 06457 conservation, stewardship and funding, and works to ensure the long-term
860.614.8537 strength and viability of the land conservation community across the state.
ctconservation.org For more information contact Amy Blaymore Paterson,

#lLoveYourCTLandTrust Executive Director, at abpaterson@ctconservation.org


http://ctconservation.flywheelsites.com/category/conservation-conversation/
https://communityinvestmentact.org/
https://communityinvestmentact.org/funding-in-your-community
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=17457svT9QOOz_oxNtiXxDftLzYKBpQ_q&ll=41.50270308424975%2C-72.74806153226719&z=9

