
Connecticut State Dog Laws Information 
• Handlers shall comply with state and local laws, including, without limitation, Conn. Gen. Stat. 
§§ 22- 341, 22-364, 22-364b, 22-357. Connecticut General Statutes § 22-364(a) provides, in relevant 
part, “No owner or keeper of any dog shall allow such dog to roam at large upon the land of another and 
not under control of the owner or keeper or the agent of the owner or keeper . . . .” 

https://law.justia.com/codes/connecticut/title-22/chapter-435/section-22-341/ 

https://law.justia.com/codes/connecticut/title-22/chapter-435/section-22-357/ 

https://law.justia.com/codes/connecticut/title-22/chapter-435/section-22-364/ 

https://law.justia.com/codes/connecticut/title-22/chapter-435/section-22-364a/ 

https://law.justia.com/codes/connecticut/title-22/chapter-435/section-22-364b/ 

https://law.justia.com/codes/connecticut/title-22/chapter-435/section-22-365/ 

 

Leash Law – None exists: 

Connecticut does not have a statewide leash law, but its statutes prohibit allowing dogs to roam at large 
on public land or the private property of others without control. Owners are responsible for ensuring 
their dogs are under control, and violating this is considered an infraction. While a leash is not mandated 
everywhere, specific local ordinances may require them, and a leash is required near a person with a 
disability and their service animal.  

Key provisions  

 Roaming at large: It is illegal for a dog owner to let their dog roam freely on another person's 
land or on any part of a public highway unless the dog is under the control of the owner or an 
agent. 

 Prima facie evidence: The unauthorized presence of a dog on another person's property or a 
public highway is considered prima facie (at first glance) evidence that the dog is being violated 
and is being allowed to roam at large. 

 Infraction: Violating the anti-roaming provision is considered an infraction. 
 Local ordinances: Individual municipalities may have their own stricter ordinances that require 

dogs to be on a leash at all times, even on the owner's property. 
 Service animals: A leash or other physical restraint is required when the dog is near a person 

with a disability and their service animal.  

Penalties and consequences  

 Fines: Penalties can include fines, which can be up to $90 for a violation of the roaming at large 
statute, according to Jainchill & Beckert, LLC. 

 Other consequences: Penalties can also include pet quarantines or other actions taken by local 
animal control. 



 Liability for injuries: If a dog bites or injures someone while roaming at large, the owner can 
face a fine of up to $1000. and/or up to six months in jail, according to Connolly Brennan 
Ralabate, PC. 

 Strict liability: Connecticut has a strict liability law for dog bites, meaning dog owners are 
financially responsible for damages or injuries caused by their pets unless the person was 
trespassing or teasing the dog.  

Connecticut statutes require dog owners to keep dogs under control, which means a dog must be 
on a leash or otherwise physically restrained when not on its owner's property 
. Owners are liable for any damage their dog causes, and a dog that habitually runs at large on a 
highway is considered a nuisance.  
Key state laws 

 Leash and control: It is illegal for a dog owner to let their dog roam at large on another 
person's property or a public highway. 

 Owner responsibility: Owners are liable for any damage their dog causes to people or 
property. 

o This liability can extend to two or more dogs at the same time, with each owner 
being jointly and severally liable for the entire damage. 

 Dogs on highways: A dog that habitually goes out on a highway and annoys people or 
vehicles is a violation, classified as a Class D misdemeanor. 

 Nuisance dogs: Owners are prohibited from harboring a dog that is a nuisance due to a 
vicious disposition, excessive barking, or other disturbances. 

 Animal control: Animal control officers are responsible for investigating violations and 
enforcing state laws, including those related to roaming dogs, bites, and nuisances.  

Exceptions and special cases 

 Service animals: Service animals are exempt from certain provisions, such as leash laws, 
when they are under the direct supervision and control of their owner with a disability. 

 Dog bites: If a person is attacked, they may kill the dog during the attack if it occurs on 
the owner's property. The owner is liable for damage caused by their dog, except in 
specific situations, such as if the person was teasing, abusing, or tormenting the dog.   


