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 A program for the protection of Connecticut’s native 

biological diversity, with emphasis on our most vulnerable 

species and ecosystems. 

 The NDDB maintains data collected over the years by the 

Connecticut Natural History Survey, cooperating units of 

DEEP, landowners, conservation groups, and the scientific 

community. 

 Species abundance, viability, threat, and trend data are 

used to rank and determine which species qualify for 

protection under the State Endangered Species Act.
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CT’s Natural Diversity 

Database Program

https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_495.htm


What Do We Do?

 Manage listed species data, including partnership with 
NatureServe

 Provide environmental review for projects with potential 
to negatively impact listed species

 Manage updates to CT’s list of Endangered, Threatened 
and Special Concern Species

 Prepare products for both public and regulated 
community use that provide information about 
Connecticut’s listed species and Critical Habitats 
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Who are our partners?

 Academic institutions – research partners

 Natural Resource professionals including 

biologists and foresters

 NGOs and conservation organizations

 Citizen scientists
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NGOs and Conservation 

Organizations  

 Exchange information regarding listed species and 

protected properties

 Through environmental review, provide guidance 

on potential impacts to listed species from 

management activities, and make management 

recommendations to improve conditions for listed 

species
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Some useful NDDB products

 Maps – Natural Diversity Database areas 

(the blob maps)

 Critical Habitats Data Layer

 Site Assessment Tool

 Natural Diversity Database Review
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Maps – Natural Diversity Database 

areas (the blob maps)

 Shaded areas represent generalized locations 

where listed species have been documented

 Mostly used by the regulated community as a 

pre-screening tool during the environmental 

review process
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Maps – Natural Diversity Database 

areas (the blob maps)
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 PDF (town level displays) from NDDB website

Natural Diversity Data Base Maps

 Download from DEEP GIS Open Data for use in GIS 

applications

 GIS Open Data

 Available to display and use through CTECO – 

Environmental Conditions Online map viewers

Home | Connecticut Environmental Conditions Online
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Maps – Natural Diversity Database 

areas (the blob maps)

https://portal.ct.gov/deep/nddb/natural-diversity-data-base-maps#maps
https://deepmaps.ct.gov/
https://maps.cteco.uconn.edu/


Critical Habitats Data Layer
 Connecticut Critical Habitats depicts the classification and 

distribution of twenty-five rare and specialized wildlife habitats 

in the state. 

 Examples of critical habitats include Acidic Atlantic White Cedar 

Swamps, Sand Barrens, Dry Subacidic Forests and Intertidal 

Marshes.

 These habitats are known to host a number of rare species. 

 Connecticut Critical Habitats can highlight ecologically 

significant areas and target areas of species diversity. This layer 

can be used to aid in determining site management and 

conservation priorities, prioritizing field surveys. 
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Critical Habitats Data Layer



Critical Habitats Descriptions

 Additional information about Critical 

Habitats can be found through CTECO -  

Connecticut Critical Habitats

 A narrative descriptive document is 

available for viewing and downloading 

CT_ECO_Resource_Guide_Critical_Habitat

.pdf
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https://cteco.uconn.edu/guides/Critical_Habitat.htm
https://cteco.uconn.edu/guides/resource/CT_ECO_Resource_Guide_Critical_Habitat.pdf
https://cteco.uconn.edu/guides/resource/CT_ECO_Resource_Guide_Critical_Habitat.pdf


Site Assessment Tool

 User draws a polygon for their area of interest; tool 

returns a general T/E/SC species list for that polygon.

 The species list can be used with a habitat evaluation for 

planning and can help guide survey work.

 The tool has limitations; the underlying data do not 

include entire species ranges nor do the data include all 

suitable habitat; expert review may result in inclusion 

additional species.

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 13



Site Assessment Tool

 Accessed through DEEP’s ezFile Portal.

filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/

 You must set up user account (UserID and password)
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https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/


Site Assessment Tool
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Site Assessment Tool

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 16



Site Assessment Tool

What do you get?

 PDF document 

 Information describing the Site Assessment uses 

and limitations

 Table with listed species information

 You must save this document!  It will not be 

stored with your ezFile account
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Site Assessment Tool
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Natural Diversity Database Review

 For ‘on-the-ground’ activities that may impact listed 
species.

 Requests submitted through DEEP ezFile portal

filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/

 Request will return an automated response or will be 
submitted for program staff to review.

 Responses include species information and Best 
Management Practices to avoid impacts.
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https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
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Natural Diversity Database Review

 Accessed through DEEP’s ezFile Portal.

filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/

 You must set up user account (UserID and password)

https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/


Natural Diversity Database Review

 Series of questions related to proposed project 
activities.  Note – project types are typically related to 
on-the-ground activities, but there is one ‘planning’ 
project category (Forest Management Plan)

 Mapping component (draw or upload zipped polygon 
shape files)

 Opportunity to upload any supporting documentation, 
photographs, etc
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Natural Diversity Database Review

 Response letter - Request Additional Information

 Questions about project details

 Need for survey work in order to assess impacts

 Need for conservation/protection plan in order 

to address impacts

 Response letter – Final Determination

 Provides Best Management Practices to avoid 

impacts and/or includes 

conservation/protection plans prepared by 

applicant or their consultant
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Other Helpful Resources:

 State listed plants and Natural Communities listed 

by town

listedplant_andcommunties_bytown.pdf

 State listed species by County

Endangered Threatened and Special Concern 

Species by County

 Contributing Data to the NDDB – including info on 

using our new Survey 1-2-3 app!

Contribute Data to the NDDB
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/deep/nddb/listedplant_andcommunties_bytown.pdf?rev=8f08ef917c43470aaf6a3e9ee1f06897
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/endangered-species/endangered-species-listings/endangered-threatened-and-special-concern-species-listed-by-county
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/endangered-species/endangered-species-listings/endangered-threatened-and-special-concern-species-listed-by-county
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/nddb/contribute-data-to-the-nddb


Questions?
 Natural Diversity Database

portal.ct.gov/deep/nddb

 NDDB maps - Natural Diversity Data Base Maps

 Contributing Data - Contribute Data to the NDDB

 NDDB FAQs - NDDB Frequently Asked Questions

 CT DEEP ezFile portal - 
filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
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https://portal.ct.gov/deep/nddb
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/nddb
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/nddb/natural-diversity-data-base-maps
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/nddb/contribute-data-to-the-nddb
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/nddb/nddb-frequently-asked-questions
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/deepportal/
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