
Natural Heritage, Open Space, and Watershed Land Acquisition
Review Board

Regular Meeting (via Zoom/teleconference)
February 11, 2021

Minutes

Board members present: Tim Abbott, Karen Burnaska, Linda Francois, Joe
Gresko, Eric Hammerling (Co-Chair), Walker Holmes, Dan Morley, Amy Paterson
(Co-Chair), Elanah Sherman, John Triana, Joe Welsh (All by Zoom, except for
Elanah, who attended by phone.)
DEEP representatives: Alyson Clarke, Nicole Lugli,

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 10:31 AM.

Approval of Minutes of January 14 Meeting of the Review Board
The Minutes were not presented for approval.

DEEP Staff Updates

Status of 2020 OSWA Grant Awards: Nicole reported that award letters will go
out before the February 24 Zoom meeting organized by Mason Trumble.
Awardees will be required to correct problematic issues within 90 days of the
award letter. Letters will include reminders regarding the importance of signage
and other issues related to public access.

In response to Eric’s question, Nicole confirmed that the current $400,000 cap
will not function as a precedent, but as a condition unique to this year’s
budgetary limitations. Tim, Linda, and Walker all expressed concern with the
negative effect the cap could have on applicants, the major issue being a lack of
quality prioritization of applications, including those submitted to the Urban Green
program. In response to a funding question, Nicole confirmed that, if awardees
cannot make required compliance corrections, the money saved will transfer to
the next round.

Alyson entertained questions regarding the grant package material that had been
emailed to Board members; she also clarified that the package is still in draft
form.

Tim thanked DEEP staff for facilitating the five Highlands projects that have been
moved to conclusion, adding that this number represents a significant increase
over previous years. He also reported that Chris Murphy has added new
language to pending legislation that will strengthen the program, including a
doubling of funding.



Status of 2021 OSWA Grant Round:
Nicole stated that she is cautiously optimistic about bond funding, adding that
$5,000,000 is in pre-approval authorization. She reiterated Mason’s comment at
the last meeting that the next grant round is not guaranteed until additional
funding is committed. Amy expressed surprise and disappointment at this
reluctance, especially considering the availability of CIA funds; she also
suggested that the DEEP position sends mixed messages to current and future
applicants. Tim voiced his concern that this disinclination to confirm the grant
round will have a deleterious effect on preservation/conservation in CT. Nicole, in
answer to a question from Dan, confirmed there is currently $15,000,000 in
previously unallocated bond money; she added that the CIA money is safe.

Especially in light of any cap, Linda suggested that one cost-saving measure
would be to impose the cap per applicant, rather than per project.

Business

(old) Preparation of Connecticut’s 2021-2025 Green Plan: Nicole announced
that the next Green Plan process will kick off this April. She invited collaboration
with the Review Board. (Eric mentioned that it is also time to begin preparing the
2020 Annual Report and suggested compilation of the monthly reports as a
starting point.) On a related note, Nicole said that the 20 by 20 report is
scheduled for release this month.

(new) Governor’s Budget:
Tabled

(new) Accessibility Remarks (Elanah):
Tabled

Other:
Future presentations: At the next Review Board meeting, Walker will present on
the intricacies of the LWCF (Land and Water Conservation Fund) and Tim will do
the same on Highlands funding.
Department of Agriculture: Walker and Joe G. referenced urban projects,
including a hydroponic farm in Bridgeport, that have received funding through
Agriculture grants. Eric encouraged the Board to explore how
collaborations/partnerships with Agriculture may benefit Urban Green applicants.

Adjournment:
The meeting was unanimously adjourned at 12:02 PM. (Motions not audible.)

Respectfully submitted, Elanah Sherman, Secretary

Next meeting: Thursday, March 11. 2021


