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Renewables in Action: Benefiting Conservation and Communities
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Natural Climate Solutions for the U.S.
Proceeding of the National Academy of Sciences. USA. 2017

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Contribution-of-natural-climate-solutions-NCS-to-stabilizing-warming-to-below-2-C_fig2_320536154

• Help people understand 
opportunities for 
change.

• Clarify misinformation

• Timing is critical, what 
was relevant five years 
ago many no longer be 
valid.

https://www.pnas.org/content/114/44/11645/tab-article-info



Vox: 01-03-2020



https://www.vox.com/

“The [National Audubon Study] 
raises the prospect that many 
bird species could struggle to 
cope as warming forces them 
into unfamiliar territory or 
shrinks their existing habitats. 

And it illustrates how thoroughly 
the avian world as we know it 
may be remapped if humans 
continue pumping greenhouse 
gas emissions into the 
atmosphere.”

https://www.ctaudubon.org/2019/10/



NYTIMES, December 4, 2019



“Things are getting worse,” said Petteri Taalas, Secretary General of the 
World Meteorological Organization, which on Tuesday [late December 
2019] issued its annual state of the global climate report, concluding a 
decade of what it called exceptional global heat. 

“It’s more urgent than ever to proceed with mitigation.”

But reducing greenhouse gas emissions to fight climate change will require 
drastic measures, Dr. Taalas said. “The only solution is to get rid of fossil 
fuels in power production, industry and transportation,” he said.

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/04/climate/climate-change-acceleration.html
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ProjectManager.com
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Help people 
understand what 
the problems are 
for wildlife and 

how renewables 
are critical
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National Audubon has outlined five key steps land trusts could consider 
sharing:

1. Reduce your use of energy at home and ask your elected officials to support energy-saving policies
that reduce the overall demand for electricity and that save consumers money.

2. Ask your elected officials to expand consumer-driven clean energy development that grows jobs in 
your community – like solar or wind power.

3. Reduce the amount of carbon pollution released into the atmosphere. In order to drive down 
carbon emissions, we will need innovative economy-wide solutions that address every sector of the 
economy – like a fee on carbon. Another option is to address carbon emissions one sector at a time 
like setting a clean energy standard for electricity generation.

4. Advocate for natural solutions, from increasing wetlands along coasts and rivers that absorb soaking 
rains to protecting forests and grasslands that are homes to birds and serve as carbon storage banks, 
and putting native plants everywhere to help birds adapt to climate change.

5. Ask elected leaders to be climate and conservation champions.
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Solar and Wind can, and will need to be, an 
important part of the conservation solution

1. Designed to avoid soil scraping; enhance soil health; compatible for 
conservation efforts (farming, wildlife)

Address:
• Slope/Run-off
• Roads, Design, Compatible uses (farming, wildlife)
• Disturbance, Prior use
• Energy hook up, energy storage

2. Pollinator plantings with solar/wind will need intensive management
3. Fencing is required by law—what kind of fencing seems to be changing
4. Parking lots have significant challenges



CONSERVATION

SHOW Positive Examples:

Explain why its needed to 
save farms, wildlife and 
communities. 
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Land trusts can help encourage renewables while steering 
installations away from sensitive lands.

1.Renewables need to go on rooftops, parking lots and open 
land. Economics are real. Find ways in your community where 
they will be compatible. 

2.Remember eco-social justice issues.
3.Encourage policies that provide incentives to create renewables 

where we want them, and how we want them. Get involved.
4.Help the community understand why renewables are important 

along with natural climate solutions. Avoid being seen as NIMBY. 



Communicating    
“Yes In My Back Yard”  

The sad truth about our boldest climate 
target

Limiting global warming to 1.5˚C is almost 
certainly not going to happen. Admitting 
that need not end hope.

By David Roberts@drvoxdavid@vox.com Jan 3, 2020, 10:30am EST



Land Trusts are Taking Action to Promote Renewables

1. Linking it to their mission of long-term conservation (generations to come).

2. Promoting thoughtful siting of renewables, recognizing that they need to go somewhere, 
and we need a lot of them.

3. Combatting myths and misinformation about renewables, helping with a paradigm shift.

4. Telling stories about climate change, connecting the dots for people.

5. Recognizing they don’t have to be the experts, just team up with them.

6. Including renewables in their easements.

7. Creating renewables/solar farms on the edge of their preserves when appropriate.

8. Installing solar on their office building.

9. Assisting communities to transition to more renewables.

10.Elevating policy work to include incentives for renewables and energy conservation, in 
addition to natural climate solutions. 



Let’s be proactive and integrate it into our conservation 
work. Renewables have to be part of the solution to save 
what we love. 

Stan Lilly


